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Miller High Life
24 Pack Cans

$1597

Beck’s & Beck’s
Dark
12 Pack Bottles

$1297

Coors Banquet
& Light
24 Pack Cans

$1697

Stella Artois
12 Pack Bottles

$1397

Kona Beer
6 Pack Bottles

$797

Blue Moon
12 Pack Bottles

$1297

Tequila
Rose
750 ml

$1297

Bogle Wine
All Types
750 ml

$898

Riunite
Wines
1.5 Liter

$696

Windsor
Canadian
Whisky
1 Liter

$898

LaJoya
Wines
750 ml

$696

Phillips
Blackberry
Brandy
1 Liter

$898

Prices good thru
January 18, 2014

SAVE $15
BY MAIL ON

6 BOTTLE
PURCHASE

1907 Valley Pine Circle • Int’l Falls, MN 56649
Right next to County Market • 218-283-6163

business

BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf  Writer

Starting in 2014, Min-
nesota’s Department of Em-
ployment and Economic 
Development will have an-
other tool in their toolbox 
when it comes to attracting 
businesses to the state.

The newly-created Min-
nesota Job Creation Fund 
is a pay-for-performance 
rebate program, where 
if businesses hit certain 
benchmarks, they can be 
refunded up to $1 million. 
The program is designed 
for manufacturing, ware-
housing, distribution, and 
technology businesses look-
ing to expand or locate in 
Minnesota. The program is 
meant to replace the state’s 
Job Opportunity Building 
Zone program, which is set 
to expire in 2015.

The JOBZ program was 
initially targeted at ru-

ral communities and was 
meant to level the playing 
field between rural and 
metro areas, Paul Nevanen, 
Koochiching Economic De-
velopment Authority direc-
tor, said. However, many 
communities entered into 
the program and it became 
watered down and not as 
effective, he said. This new 
program builds on the suc-
cessful aspects of JOBZ.

“It’s fine tuning the JOBZ 
program and making the 
focus areas on manufactur-
ing and the wage benefit 
package,” he said. “They’re 
trying to stimulate areas 
outside the metro for com-
panies to look at.”

In order to qualify for 
a rebate under this new 
program, a business has 
to create 10 full-time jobs 
while maintaining exist-
ing employment numbers. 
These jobs must pay at least 
$12.45 per hour in wages 

and benefits, adjusted an-
nually based on 110 percent 
of federal property guide-
lines, according to DEED. 
The business also must 
make a capital investment 
of $500,000 within a year of 
being designated as a Job 
Creation Fund business. 
The amount of rebate a 
business receives is based 
on how much they exceed 
these benchmarks, Nev-
anen said.

Because of the high mini-
mum requirements, this 
new program doesn’t nec-
essarily apply to local busi-
nesses that would be ex-
panding, Nevanen said. But 
it would help draw the new 
manufacturing business 
occuring in the southwest 
region to the area.

“Businesses go where it 
makes sense for them to be 
successful,” Nevanen said. 
“We’ve got to be able to offer 
reasonable incentives.”

DEED program boosts job creation
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The nomination process 
for the 22nd annual Joel 
Labovitz Entrepreneurial 
Success Awards, hosted by 
the University of Minneso-
ta-Duluth, has begun.

UMD’s Center for Eco-
nomic Development is call-
ing for nominations of 
entrepreneurs who have 
“followed their dreams and 
taken on inordinate risks 
to forge ahead meeting the 
challenges of today’s eco-

nomic reality,” according 
to a release.

The awards honor busi-
nesses in the Twin Ports 
and Minnesota’s northeast 
region, and can be nomi-
nated by customers, cli-
ents, employees, vendors, 
or private citizens. The 
online nomination form 
can be found at www.um-
dced.com, and the deadline 
is Feb. 28.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F a l l s 
bu si ne s s e s  t o ok home 
two “Labo” awards at the 

2013 ceremony. RaeAnne 
Conant, of Swanky Sweet 
Pea, a bathing soap and 
beauty shop, won the mi-
cro-entrepreneur award. 
Dennis Wagner, of Wagner 
Construction, won the ma-
ture entrepreneur award.

Award recipients will be 
announced at a luncheon 
April 23, at the Duluth 
Entertainment Convention 
Center, as part of the U.S. 
Small Business Adminis-
tration’s Small Business 
Week.

Award nomination process opens up

Kids finally move out?
Time for a makeover.

The carpets you’ve always wanted
are softer than ever.

Come in and see our latest collection
of luxurious floors from Shaw.

Carpet | Area Rugs | Tile & Stone |
Hardwood | Laminate | Resilient |

shawfloors.com

401 4th Street, Int’l Falls

283-3454

8am-5pm Monday-Saturday, Closed Sunday

www.ballanfurniture.com


