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FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
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How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or 

contributing to our online discussions. The Journal’s 
Opinion page is where meaningful community discus-
sions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers

Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signed and in-
clude the telephone number and address of the letter writer. Only the author’s city address will  be published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, International Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail 
to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.

In a move as surprising 
as limos at a state funeral 
the GOP has misplaced 
their ticket for the clue 
train. Yes, again. Just 
when you think they get 
it, party leaders move 
heaven and earth and 
that place due south to 
prove that not only do 
they not get it, they have 
never gotten it and aren’t 
really comfortable around 
people who do get it. One 
suspects, secretly, they 
don’t want it.

What culturally tone-
deaf antic guaranteed to 
awaken Beethoven did 
they pull this time? Glad 
you asked. Republicans 
shut down Senate debate 
on the Paycheck Fairness 
Act, which would have 
required employers 
to show why they’re 
paying male and female 
employees different 
salaries for doing the 
same job. Because the 
ultimate goal of the Free 
market is... free labor.

A U.S. Census study 
found that women earn 
77 cents for every dollar 
a man takes home. Why 
businesses continue to 
hire men in the first place 
when they could save 23 
percent by putting women 

into those positions 
remains a total mystery. 
Undocumented women 
must make personnel 
departments shiver. 
Underage undocumented 
women with hyperactive 
thyroids: roll out the drool 
gutters.

The GOPers said they 
scuttled the bill because it 
wasn’t needed and would 
hurt women. And when it 
comes to hurting women, 
they do wield a certain 
amount of expertise. 
Corporations may be 
people, but women... well, 
we don’t need to go there, 
do we? Logic dictates 
what women need to do is 
incorporate. “I am woman. 
Hear me file a domestic 
patent infringement suit.”

Every single Republican 

voted against the bill and 
every single Democrat 
for it. Explaining her 
vote, Representative 
Lynn Jenkins of Kansas 
said that many ladies she 
knows find the Democrats’ 
attitude condescending. 
Not to mention vulgar 
and boorish and much 
too colorful for polite 
company.

Yeah. Easy to see how 
paying ladies the same 
wages as gentlemen 
could be considered 
condescending. Just like 
the 19th Amendment 
giving women the 
vote was obviously 
patronizing. And granting 
women control of their 
own bodies would be 
exceedingly supercilious.

Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell claims 
that Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid 
is only orchestrating 
this contretemps as a 
transparent stunt to 
restart his phony War 
on Women, in a doomed 
attempt to reenergize key 
elements of Democratic 
victories in 2012. Aahh, 
2012. When was that? 14, 16 
years ago, right?

Harry Reid may be 
many things: Mormon, 

lawyer, boxer, capitalist 
tool, casino lackey- but 
dumb is not one of them. 
Energizing women is 
never a bad idea. After all, 
in the US they outnumber 
men by more than 4 
million. Live longer. 
Make up 53 percent of the 
electorate. And remain 
the only one of the two 
genders able to make more 
members of the electorate.

Besides, as far as 
stunts are concerned, 
the Democrats are rank 
amateurs. This is only 
their 3rd failed stab at 
passing the Paycheck 
Fairness Act. That’s 4 
dozen shy of matching the 
GOP’s cracks to repeal 
ObamaCare. Registration 
for obsession school forms 
on the right.

The bad news is- still 
plenty of time. Midterm 
elections aren’t until 
November. At least 7 
more months of these 
shenanigans. By the time 
both sides are done, we 
can expect the floor of 
the Capitol Rotunda to 
look like it hosted 3 or 4 
Game of Thrones wedding 
receptions.

Durst’s columns 
distributed by the Cagle 
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Patronizing the paychecks of millions

Shortage of primary 
care doctors demands 
action

Have you heard of the 
Minnesota Legislative 
Health Care Workforce 
Commission? Don’t feel bad 
if you haven’t _ after all, 
this commission doesn’t ex-
ist yet. It’s just an idea, eas-
ily lost among a seemingly 
endless array of proposals 
on how to improve our 
health-care system.

But this idea has been 
formalized and introduced 
as a bill in both the Min-
nesota House and Senate, 
and we think it’s an idea 
that more people should be 
talking about.

Essentially, the goal of 
this bill _ House File 322 
and Senate File 2881 _ is 
to find ways to encourage 
more aspiring doctors to 
become primary care phy-
sicians.

Why is that important?
Well, in 2010, the Coun-

cil on Graduate Medical 
Education issued a report 
indicating that in order to 
reduce the national short-
age of primary care physi-
cians, 40 percent of all med-
ical students would have to 
pursue careers in primary 
care. But for the past five 
years, just 12 percent have 
done so. The vast major-
ity instead pursue medical 
specialties that offer higher 
pay, greater prestige, more 
minutes-per-patient and 
less grappling with insur-
ance companies and moun-
tains of paperwork.

To address this problem, 
the companion bills in the 
Legislature would create 
a 10-member commission 
_ five representatives, five 
senators _ that would expire 
on Jan. 1, 2015. During its 
six-month existence, the 

commission would face 
the daunting task of iden-
tifying existing medical 
workforce shortages and 
projecting future shortages 
across the state, as well as 
recommending new incen-
tives that would encourage 
future medical students to 
focus on primary care.

We like the idea of cre-
ating such a commission. 
Although we recognize the 
new reality of modern med-
icine, with much routine 
care being provided by a 
nurse practitioner or a phy-
sician’s assistant, we also 
know there is tremendous 
value in having a long-term 
relationship with a trusted 
primary care doctor.

Furthermore, we also 
know tens of thousands of 
Minnesotans live in ru-
ral areas where the local 
primary care doctor is a 
crucial-yet-vanishing re-

source. Minnesota must 
find new ways to encourage 
young doctors to move to 
such areas, or we’ll face a 
full-blown crisis in rural 
health care.

Our only concern with 
the proposed commission is 
that six months seems like 
an awfully short time in 
which to tackle a very seri-
ous problem _ especially 
when half of the members 
of this commission likely 
would be campaigning for 
re-election.

We know the need is 
urgent, but an 18-month 
timeline would be far more 
realistic. Yes, it’s entirely 
possible that the Novem-
ber election could create 
some vacancies on the com-
mission, but replacements 
could be named if the need 
arises. 

Rochester 
Post-Bulletin, April 8

WHAT OTHERS SAY

To the editor,
What ever happened to 

the suggestion of voting on 
the issue of the Donahue 
property?

Don’t the citizens of 
International Falls have a 

right to speak up?
Perhaps it’s past time to 

remove some of the council 
members. 

Marian O’Brien
International Falls, 

MN

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

What about a vote?

It makes sense during 
what Gov. Mark Dayton 
has called an “unsession” 
to clean up the books by 
eliminating an archaic 
protection that may keep 
legislators from being 
arrested for drunk driving 
and other crimes.

Dayton has dubbed 2014 
the “unsession” because 
he wants lawmakers 
to spend much of their 
time cleaning house by 
eliminating old, outdated 
state laws as well as 
coming up with ideas for 
making government better, 
faster and simpler.

The Minnesota House 
last week voted to 
repeal their immunity 
from arrest on certain 
violations. The bill 
approved alters existing 
law so that any lawmaker 
who commits felon, 
gross misdemeanor or 
misdemeanor crimes 
violates a breach of peace 
under the Minnesota 
Constitution and can 
therefore be arrested.

Some representatives 
argued the old law 
wouldn’t hold up in court 
because of established 
case law, but the House 
approved the change on a 
115-13. Others have said 
that Minnesota lawmakers 
have in some places and in 
some situations used the 

clause to avoid the legal 
system.

The immunity clause 
put in place more than 150 
years ago for members 
of Congress and many 
state lawmakers may 
have been well intended, 
but has outlived its 
usefulness. Referred to 
as the “privilege from 
arrest,” the law was an 
effort to help lawmakers 
avoid being detained 
for important votes or 
intimidated to vote a 
certain way. That the 
“get out of jail free” card 
existed for Minnesota 
lawmakers was revealed 
in a project at Concordia 
University and sparked 
much debate around the 
state.

We certainly don’t 
want to waste a lot of 
legislator’s time on this 
issue. However, even if 
no Minnesota legislator 
has used the immunity 
clause, the public 
perception that the clause 
provides unnecessary and 
extraordinary privilege for 
elected officials needs to be 
changed.

And there’s no better 
time to eliminate this old 
and perhaps unusable 
clause than the 2014 
unsession by clearing it 
from the books and the 
public’s concern.

OUR VIEW

Unsession time 
to make change


