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Don’t wait until tomorrow
to tell the people you love

DEAR ABBY: My sister
faced various life-threaten-
ing illnesses. She always
said, “Never put off telling
the people you love how
you feel about them be-
cause you might not have
a tomorrow.” She practiced
what she preached, and we
all knew that she loved us.
When she passed away eight
years ago, it was a pain-
ful loss, especially for our
mother.

Last week Mom finally
succeeded in talking Dad
into opening a stuck drawer
in a cabinet. Inside she
found a letter from my sis-
ter that had been put away
and forgotten years ago. In
the letter my sister wrote
how blessed she felt she
was to have a mother like
ours, how all the sacrifices
Mom made for her had been
appreciated and how much
she loved her.

That long-forgotten letter
is now my mother’s most
prized possession. Please
remind your readers not to
take tomorrow for granted,
and to tell those they love
how they feel TODAY. —
JULIE’S SISTER IN LOU-
ISVILLE, KY.

DEAR SISTER: The lov-
ing message your sister

DEAR ABBY

together, he is often conde-
scending and confrontation-
al.’'mtired of arguing when
I go to his home and he asks
me what’s going on. I have
started to answer, “Noth-
ing.” So now he tells me how
“boring” I am, in addition to
his other criticisms.

Abby, his comments are
hurtful and I try to stay
away from him, but I love
my little nieces and want
to be around them as they
grow up. I don’t have prob-
lems with anyone but him.
Our other brother stopped
talking to him years ago,
but I don’t think I can do
anything that extreme.

How can I change the
dynamic in our relation-
ship? It doesn’t seem to have
progressed since we were
kids. — UNDER ATTACK
IN NEW JERSEY

You can, however, under-
stand his childish motiva-
tion. Ignore him as much as
possible and focus your at-
tention on your nieces since
that’s your only reason for
going over there anyway.

DEAR ABBY: I have
been with my partner for
six years. She is 14 years
older than I am. We get
along great and have a won-
derful relationship.

“Marsha” and I live in
a small Southern city. She
is well-known and politi-
cally active. While every-
one knows she is gay, they
rarely realize I'm her part-
ner because I look much
younger. We are often ap-
proached with, “Oh, is this
your daughter?”

How are we supposed
to respond? Marsha and I
work in the same place, so it
happens there, too. It’s awk-
ward. Any ideas? — AIN’T
MY MAMA

DEAR AIN’T: Because
Marsha is a public per-
son and it’s no secret she’s
gay, when the two of you
are asked if you are moth-
er and daughter, Marsha
should reply, “No, she ismy
partner.” (And ask them to
spread the word.)
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every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

That’s all there is to it. There’s no math
involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle
will be published in

Saturday’s paper. 75Tz 61 55
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out. I have finally figured
out how to keep the fillings
all together. The first thing I
place inside the taco shell is
a piece of lettuce. I then add
all the toppings on top. Now,
ifthe shell breaks, the lettuce
still holds all the toppings. —
Stacey D. in Colorado

USED CORK

Dear Heloise: I use my old
wine corks to keep fondue
forks and barbecue skewers
sharp. Instead of letting them
bang around in a drawer,
I stick the ends in a wine
cork. This protects anyone
reaching into the drawer
from getting pricked, while
keeping the fork and skewer
ends sharpened. — Sharon
W. in New Mexico

Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
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Previous Cryptoquote: THOUSANDS OF CANDLES CAN
BE LIGHTED FROM A SINGLE CANDLE, AND THE LIFE
OF THE CANDLE WILL NOT BE SHORTENED. - Buddha
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