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Q-COMP
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Board members Willi
Kostiuk and Dena Wen-
bergalso voted the program
down, while Mike Holden,
Darrell “Boxer” Wagner
and Michelle Hebner voted
in its favor.

“I like the program,”
Holden said. “I just think
(teachers) have worked to-
ward making the school
better and Q-Comp is part
of that.”

The board will reconsider
the issue when it meets in
June. In the meantime,
school officials are gather-
ing information to hope-
fully achieve a different
outcome.

“The vote was disappoint-
ing,” said John Sandberg,
local teachers union 331
president and Falls High
social studies teacher of
Monday’s action — or lack
thereof. “We are meeting
with (Superintendent Nor-
dy) Nelson to work out the
differences in the teacher
evaluation plan and then
we will discuss the Q-Comp
program with him also.”

Sandberg, noting Dault’s
comment about lack of data,
said teachers are compiling
statistics and information
from previous years about
the goals of Q-Comp and
how “very hard work by
staff” has reached the goals
created.

“As of (Wednesday), we
do not have all the data
in from this year’s (Min-
nesota Comprehensive As-
sessment) math scores, but
they are very positive with
most of the scores reported,”
Sandberg said. “We won't
know the final totals until
mid June.”

Program history

Since the district started
Q-comp, during the 2006-
2007 school year, it has had
an on-again, off-again rela-
tionship with the program.

The program pays teach-
ers an additional stipend
of $3,000 on top of their
contract pay if they meet all
five of the following bench-
marks determined by the
program:

® Develop and implement
two professional growth
plan “projects” each year.

m Attend weekly learning
team meetings.

m Participate in peer and
administration observa-
tions.

m Perform self assess-
ments.

mCollectively meet

ICE
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“My main reason is
my wife chose that day,”
Rooney said. “Thave a wise
friend named Willie. Willie
has taught me the “happy
wife, happy life, philoso-
phy oflife. I know this will
make her happy.”

Annual ice out days are
recorded for Rainy and
Kabetogama lakes, and go
back to 1930. The ice out
day has usually occurred
on Rainy Lake in the last
week of April or the first
week of May, and the date
has occurred in April for
25 of the 82 recorded years.
Factors like spring tem-
peratures, ice thickness,
and the type of winter
determine when the ice

school-wide student aca-
demic achievement goals.

Q-Comp’s latest off-again
status was in 2011, when
it was discontinued by the
board. The break-up lasted
only a year before it made
its way back into the district
for the current school year.

“T’'m supportive of the Q-
Comp arrangement because
it organizes school person-
nel into carrying out the dif-
ferent communication that’s
necessary to keep things
going with curriculum and
the whole cycle,” Nelson told
The Journal Wednesday.

The timing was right to
bring the program back
last year because legislation
now requires all districts
to have a plan in place for
teacher observation. Q-
Comp, according to Nelson,
addresses that plan.

“Without Q-Comp, there
is an extensive state plan
that is so neutral and so
broad,” he said. “Almost ev-
erything in that plan would
have to be re-discussed or
re-written.”

In other words, with or
without Q-Comp, the dis-
trict will need some Kkind
of plan to meet state guide-
lIines.

“If there isn’t a local
plan (the board) will have
to work out a plan from
the state document and
that’s going to involve a
lot of time putting it into
place,” the superintendent
said. “There’s really no
point in the teachers and
the school board taking
all the time again trying
to revise or come up with
another plan...I didn’t ex-
pect there’d be a split vote
over this.”

Cha-ching

Costs associated with the
Q-Comp are minimal to the
district compared to what
the state of Minnesota chips
in. The program, Nelson
said, costs the district just
over $100,000 in levy dollars
and the state provides about
$230,000 in aid. Without
the program, the district
will not receive that state
funding.

Nelson, who will leave the
district when his contract
expires June 30, said mov-
ing forward, the district
needs to stay consistent
with programslike Q-Comp.

“The importance is keep-
ing people organized and
focused on student results,”
hesaid. “Q-Comp helps with
that. If there isn’t Q-Comp
there will need to be some
other type of organized
plan.”

More information

Rainy Lake Ice Out

goes out.
Kabetogama ice was de-
clared out May 13.
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DISTRICT COURT

The following people
have been sentenced for ag-
gravated misdemeanor or
felony crimes in Koochich-
ing County District Court.

Michael J. Burnell,
23, International Falls,
was sentenced April 28 for
felony fifth-degree posses-
sion of drugs.

He was given a stay of
imposition of sentence and
placed on five years of su-
pervision. He was ordered
to pay $975 fine and fees.

He was ordered not touse
alcohol or drugs and may

NOLAN
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and Border Protection and
Canadian National Rail-
way.

Nolan told The Journal
Tuesday he’d spent the
weekend in Borderland to
research the issues caused
by Canadian National Rail-
way trains blocking roads
and delaying the lifting of
therail bridge to accommo-
date boat traffic at Ranier.

“I personally experi-
enced the frustration with
the lift bridge when Mayor
Dennis Wagner took me for
aboatride and we waited an
hour and a halfto get under
the bridge,” he said.

Nolan said the meeting
with CN and CBP officials
Tuesday was productive. It
follows a meeting in April
in Ranier with members
of the Ranier City Coun-
cil, Koochiching County
Board and others who say
the train traffic creates
concerns about safety and
the economy and causes
inconvenience.

At that meeting, Koochi-
ching County and Ranier
officials said a solution
to the concerns involves
relocation of the CBP in-
spection facility south of its
existing site, which would
allow the train to move
more quickly through Ra-
nier and pass the Van Lynn
Road crossing.

Nolan pledged in April
to bring the parties togeth-
er toward a solution that
would work for all involved.

Nolan said the problems
are twofold:

The lift bridge, when it
is left in the down position
to allow trains to travel
between Fort Frances and
Ranier, is an obstacle to
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not enter places where it is
being used or sold. He must
complete a chemical assess-
ment and submit torandom
testing and searches. He
must provide a DNA sample
to the state and may not
leave the state without writ-
ten court approval.

Anthony S. Hubbard,
42, International Falls, was
sentenced April 28 for gross
misdemeanor obstruct le-
gal process — interfere
with police officer.

He was sentenced to one
year jail, with all but eight

days stayed on court condi-
tions. He was given credit
for three days served. He
was placed on thee years
of supervised probation
and ordered to pay $3,225
fine and fees. All but $50
of the fine was stayed on
court conditions and he
was ordered to serve 10 days
with the Sentence to Serve
program. He was ordered
not to use alcohol, follow
recommendations of an
evaluation, and submit to
random tests and searches.

Matthew A. Cole, 19, Big

Falls, was sentenced May
6 for gross misdemeanor
motor vehicle registration
— intent to escape tax.

He was sentenced to one
year jail, with all but five
days stayed on court con-
ditions. He was placed on
three years of supervised
probation and ordered to
pay $3,150 fine and fees.
All but $200 of the fine
and fees was stayed on
court conditions. He was
ordered to serve 24 hours
with the Sentence to Serve
program.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Congressman Rick Nolan, center, called U.S. Customs and Border Patrol
officials and executives of CN Railway to his Washington office Tuesday

to discuss possible solutions to train scheduling problems that continue

to plague Borderland. Nolan said CN and CBP officials agreed to study
possible solutions to the ongoing disruptions, including moving the Customs
inspection facility further inland. Nolan is flanked by Canadian National
Railway Director of Government Affairs Kevin Soucie, left, and Christopher
Kennally, deputy executive director in the Office of Field Operations at U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, at right.

commercial and recreation-
al boat traffic. “An increase
in traffic on the river is
important to the economic
success of the area,” he
said.

A dramatic increase in
the volume of train traffic
and increase in the length
of trains is “bisecting and
dividing the town in half
for hours at a time,” he
said. “It’s effecting kids
getting on the bus, access
to community services, and
emergency services — seri-
ous stuff like fire trucks
and ambulances.”

As a result of Tuesday’s
meeting, Nolan said CN
Director of Government Af-
fairs Kevin Soucie said the
company would consider
how the lift bridge control
system works “or fails to
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FOREST HILL CEMETERY
ST. THOMAS CEMETERY -

Live and artificial flowers
will be allowed only during Memorial Day
observance. The period of observance will be
from 5 days before until 7 days after Memorial Day.
All flowers, ornaments, shepherd hooks
and anything that will interfere with mowing
must be removed after Memorial Day.

We hope that each spring around Memorial Day, when
new life emerges everywhere that our cemetery too,
will bloom with the colorful remembrances of our
departed loved ones.

Board of St. Thomas Cemetery
& Forest Hill Cemetery
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work”™ and would report
back his findings in 10 days
to two weeks.

In addition, Nolan said
Soucie agreed to “consider
and collaborate on exam-
ining a cost analysis of
a possible solution to the
problem of the divided city,
including moving the Cus-
tom inspection facilities.”

Nolan said he expects
the CN and CBP officials to
agree to consider doing a
cause and effect analysis on
fixing the problems.

“We're getting them
off the dime and got them
agreeing to recognize they
have some obligation here
in helping solve the prob-
lem,” Nolan said.

Moving a CBP inspec-
tion facility has been done
elsewhere, he said, notinga
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facility at Brownsville, Tex-
as, that was moved inland.

“So we know there is
precedent for it,” he said.

Nolan said the increased
rail traffic, on one level, is
good news for the railway
and represents growth in
business.

“I am glad for that, but it
comes with that special ob-
ligation, too,” he said. “The
city of Ranier is experienc-
ing adverse effects fromit.”

Nolan said he’s opti-
mistic a solution can be
reached, and credited Ra-
nier and county officials,
especially county Engi-
neer Joe Sutherland, for
researching and preparing
a suggested solution.

“We will have another
story in a couple weeks,”
he said.
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.................. April 4
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*Earliest ice-out dates for
the lakes.

ABSOLUTE FORECLOSURE

ONLINE AUCTION

1607 9TH AVE E, INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MN

Directions: From Hwy 53, E on 15th St E, and S on 9th Ave E
BIDDING ENDING TUES. JUNE 10 AT 6:20PM
“JE

*NO MINIMUM.. NO RESERVE!

Visit us online for this absolute home
auction plus more across the state!

Information, Pictures,

Terms Online!

3BR, 1BA, 1008 SqFt
Rambler, Full

Basement, Built in ‘94

OPEN HOUSE:
Wed., June 4: 6-7pm
Sun., June 8: 12-1pm

320-274-5393

WWW.LAMPIAUCTION.COM Lic. 86-01




