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State receives millions for energy program

Low-income
Minnesotans
encouraged to
apply for heating

assistance

COMMERCE REPORT

Eligible low-income home-
owners and renters will get
help paying their heating
bills thanks to $103 mil-
lion in federal Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance
Program funds provided
for Minnesota’s Energy As-
sistance Program.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Commerce said this
week the funds will help pay
for heating bills through
grant money paid directly to

utility com-
panies and
heating fuel
vendors on
behalf of eli-
gible house-
holds.

“Year
after year,
the Energy Mike
Assistance Rothman
Program has

helped Minnesotans who
struggle to pay for home
heating stay warm through-
out the winter,” said Com-
merce Commissioner Mike
Rothman. “As we experi-
enced with last year’s bru-
tally cold winter combined
with high propane prices
and a propane shortage,
the LIHEAP funds are criti-
cal for keeping thousands
of households from losing

heat.”

The Commerce Depart-
ment administers EAP in
partnership with 31 local
service providers through-
out the state. EAP is feder-
ally funded through the
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. The
program helps renters and
homeowners who earn less
than 50 percent of the state’s
median income — $44,912
for a family of four — obtain
grant money to help pay
their heating bills.

Last year, Minnesota
served 156,033 households
with $114,970,880 in federal
funds. When the propane
crisis and cold weather
spiked demand for EAP
last winter, the Legislature
and Governor Mark Dayton
responded by providing the

additional $20 million in
state funds.

EAP assisted more than
59,000 households in “emer-
gency” situations —either
no-heat or near no-heat
situations —restore heat or
avertloss of heat with about
$30 million of its funds. A
total of 26,937 propane us-
ers received EAP funding
last year, representing 18
percent of all EAP recipi-
ents. This included 16,454
propane households in
emergency situations. The
average grant per house-
hold was $485.

“Energy bills take a big
bite out of household bud-
gets and leave many Min-
nesotans stretching every
dollar to make ends meet,”
said Rothman. “We encour-
age all Minnesotans who

may have difficulty paying
their heating bills to apply
for EAP. Households that
include children under
the age of six, people with
disabilities, veterans, and
seniors are especially en-
couraged to apply.”
How to apply

Local service providers
have reviewed thousands
of applications for EAP
already this fall, and pay-
ments for many who quali-
fied will begin as early as
this week. There is still
plenty of time for new ap-
plicants and for those who
qualified last year to reap-
ply, but funding is limited
and administered on a first-
come, first-served basis.
Applications will be taken
until June 1, 2015, or until
funds run out.

Qualifying households
must apply for assistance
at thelocal service provider
in their area. Interested
households should contact
their local service provider
by calling 1-800-657-3710 or
visiting the Energy Assis-
tance section of the Com-
merce Department’s web-
site.

In addition to applying
for EAP, low-income Min-
nesotans served by utili-
ties are encouraged to con-
tact their utility and seek
protection under the Cold
Weather Rule. To prevent
heating disconnection dur-
ing the rule—from Oct. 15,
2014 to April 15, 2015—cus-
tomers must contact their
utility to establish and
maintain a monthly pay-
ment plan.
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