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Ice Cats split series with Blue Devils

BY COLTON JEFFRIES
Staff Writer

The International
Falls Ice Cats 12U fast-
pitch softball team host-
ed the Virginia Blue
Devils in a doublehead-
er June 23.

The teams split vic-
tories with the Blue
Devils winning game
one 15-6 in three in-
nings and the Ice Cats
netting game one 5-4 in
one inning.

Game one

The Blue Devils got
things started early
with five runs in the
top of the first inning.

The Ice Cats got arun
back in the bottom of
the inning when Neva
Kokesh reached home
on a wild pitch.

However, the Ice Cat
defense struggled to
stop the Blue Devils
from advancing run-
ners home, with the
visitors taking a 15-1
lead after three innings.

The Ice Cat bats
started warming up in
the bottom of the third,
with the home team net-
ting five runs, but the
first game was called
with afinal score of 15-6
due to the game’s time
limit being reached.
Game two

At the start of game
two, it was the Ice Cats’
turn to take the lead at
the top of the opening in-
ning, as Kokesh, Laney
Taylor, Alyana Koenig
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and Jaeleigh Carlson
all stole home and Alex
Johnson reached home
after Mara Buller was
hit by a pitch with the
bases loaded.

The Blue Devils got
four runs of their own in
the bottom of the inning,
but game two was called
off due to weather, giving
the Ice Cats the victory.
Coach’s comments

Head coach Josh Koe-
nigsaid summer leagues
like this are important
for a young player’s de-
velopment.

“The players in our
softball program are
young and inexperi-
enced when it comes to
fundamentals, experi-
ence, and game strat-
egy,” he said. “The abil-
ity to offer a summer
program like this is ex-
tremely important and
crucial to the overall
success of a high school
program. This program
provides young play-
ers with the opportu-
nity to practice two to
three times per week
where they get the op-
portunity to work on
the fundamentals of the
game, develop as ateam
and have fun doing it.
They also get to play
games against teams
from other communi-
ties in the Arrowhead
Conference league as
well as some additional
weekend tournaments.”

Koenig said his team
has proven to be very
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Laney Taylor takes a swing at a Blue Devil
pitch.

Jazzman
Slifer
reaches
out her
glove to
catch a fly
ball.

coachable so far and ea-
ger to learn new things
in the game of softball.
“So far this season,
the girls have been do-
ing a very nice job of
being coachable and

wanting to learn and
get better every day,”
he said. “The schedule
is set up so that players
can develop their skills
in practices, games, and
tournaments and still en-
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Neva Kokesh sprints toward third base.

joy their other summer
activities. Our summer
softball program’s focus
is to work hard, play
hard, and have fun.”
Grand Rapids
tournament

The Ice Cats traveled

to Grand Rapids to take
part in a tournament.

They went 1-4 during
the tournament, pick-
ing up a victory over
Hibbing, but falling to
Greenway, Virginia and
host Grand Rapids.

For the most current information on
Rainy and Namakan Lake levels,
visit the following:

www.ijc.org/en/RLWWB

(click on the ‘Data’ link)

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Nofice is hereby given that a public hearing will be conducted
by the Koochiching County Planning and Zoning Commission
relative to the following item on Thursday, July 8, 2021
at 7:00 p.m. in the County Board Room Koochiching County
Courthouse, International Falls, Minnesota.

A public hearing on a conditional use permit application
submitted by Boondocks Bar & Grill in order to construct
a new campground consisting of twenty-two (22) campsites
for use by sfrictly RV's with self-contained waste water tanks
as well as install a dump station for septage. The proposed
campground will be located behind the existing Boondocks
Bar & Girill (f/k/a: The Woodland Inn) along Hwy 53 in Ray,
Minnesota. The parcel is described as Lot's 2, 3, 7, 19, & 20,
Auditor’s Plat 15, Sec. 6, Twp 68N, Rge 22W, Koochiching

County, Minnesota.

All interested parties are invited to attend the said hearing
to be heard. The meefing will be held in person in the
County Boardroom. In addition, a webex/teleconference
meefing has been scheduled which the public can
use fo join the meeting. Meeting link information will
also be posted to the Environmental Services website
http://www.co.koochiching.mn.us/168/Environmental-Services

or please contact Matthew Gouin, Koochiching County
Environmental  Services Director at (218) 283-1156 or

matt.gouin@co.koochiching.mn.us for link information.

June 17,2021

Matthew Gouin
Zoning Administrator

Koochiching County




