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COMICS

DEAR ABBY

Dad in jail loses contact 
with newborn baby’s mom

Previous Cryptoquote: NEVER GO BACKWARD. ATTEMPT, 
AND DO IT WITH ALL YOUR MIGHT. DETERMINATION 
IS POWER. – Charles Simmons

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no math 

involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You 
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic. 
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30 
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle 
will be published in 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com to 
find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert

HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, it’s important to 

know that someone close to 
you supports you no matter 
what. Don’t let self-doubt 
overwhelm you. Others sup-
port you for a reason.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Set your long-term goals 

and work hard to make them 
a reality, Taurus. Goals can 
help you stay on track and 
provide much-needed moti-
vation when you hit rough 
patches.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, even though you 

may not be getting all of the 
recognition you hoped at 
work, others are paying at-
tention to your accomplish-
ments. Just be a little patient.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Romance could be heading 

in your direction, Cancer. 
If you are in a relationship, 
then that relationship might 
grow even stronger. Plan a 
romantic getaway soon. 

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you may want to keep 

some thoughts to yourself 
this week. Others may not be 
fond of you rocking the boat at 
this time, so let things settle 
down.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Surround yourself with 

people who can make you 
feel good and provide lots of 
support, Virgo. This week you 
may need all of the encourage-
ment you can get.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Expect a self-esteem boost 

when you begin to feel bet-
ter about all of your options, 
Libra. Although you may 
not be in love with all of the 
possibilities, many are very 
appealing.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you have an un-

canny sense of imagination 
and your creativity will be 
running strong this week. 
Share some of your ideas with 
a trusted friend or family 
member. 

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
There are many cosmic 

energies working in your 
corner, Sagittarius. You just 
need to be in tune with the 
changes that are happening 
all around you.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Capricorn, anticipate some 

confusion regarding  your 
social life this week. This can 
grow into a stressful situation 
if you let it. Instead, keep 
a level head and trust that 
things will work out. 

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, career concerns 

dominate your thoughts these 
next few days, but you have 
other things on your mind as 
well. Devote ample time to all 
of your concerns.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, exotic thoughts 

creep into your head, but you 
have some mundane chores 
that need tending to as well.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER 20
Tom Petty, Singer (63)

OCTOBER 21
Carrie Fisher, Actress (57)

OCTOBER 22
Jeff Goldblum, Actor (61)

OCTOBER 23
Ang Lee, Director (60)

OCTOBER 24
B.D. Wong, Actor (53)

OCTOBER 25
Adam Pascal, Singer/Actor 
(43)

OCTOBER 26
Antonio Pierce, Athlete (35)

DEAR ABBY: I am 20 
years old and in jail. My 
ex-girlfriend recently had 
a baby. I left her during her 
pregnancy. We had been 
together for two years, but 
things just weren’t working. 

I told her I still wanted 
to be in my daughter’s life 
after she had the baby, but 
she left and went to North 
Carolina. After I was incar-
cerated, I lost contact with 
her. She said I can be a part 
of my daughter’s life only 
if we have a family and get 
back together.

I’m willing to do that, but 
I won’t be out of jail for five 
more months, and I have 
no way to contact her. How 
do I go about it, Abby? — 
LOVES MY BABY GIRL

 
DEAR LOVES: When 

your ex said what she did, 
she was using the baby to 
manipulate you into doing 
what she wanted. Because 
your relationship “wasn’t 
working,” I would caution 
you against having any 
more children with her.

When you are released, 
she may come after you for 
child support, or if she ap-
plies for benefits in North 
Carolina, the state may do 
that. That would be one way 
of pinpointing where she is. 
You could also search for 
her online. However, if you 
can’t locate her any other 
way, you may have to hire a 
private detective when you 
can afford one.

DEAR ABBY: My kind-
hearted, loving mother-in-
law would do anything for 
me. She has lived in an in-
law apartment attached to 

our home for 20 years. She 
and my father-in-law -- God 
rest his soul -- were a huge 
help when our children 
were growing up. 

The kids are gone now, 
and my husband and I 
would like to sell our home 
and move to something 
smaller. Would it be awful 
of us to make her move? 
She is 88. She has a loud and 
adamant-sounding voice, so 
it would not be in our best 
interest to have her move 
with us. — DAUGHTER-
IN-LAW IN MASSACHU-
SETTS

 
DEAR DAUGHTER-IN-

LAW: Yes, it would be awful. 
It almost appears you took 
advantage of her for baby-
sitting purposes, but now 
that the children are grown, 
she is no longer useful. Her 
voice didn’t bother you be-
fore, so why does it now? 

While it may not be “in 
your interest” to have her 
move with you, it may be 
extremely difficult for her 
to adjust to a new living 
situation at her age. Do unto 
others as you would have 
them do unto you. When 
your children see that you 
think this is an acceptable 

way to treat someone, the 
same thing could happen 
to you.

 
DEAR ABBY: I recently 

told my mother that I am 
transgender, male to fe-
male. She is supportive and 
urged me to come out to 
my father. Abby, he doesn’t 
believe me!

 I knew I was a girl at the 
age of 4, but kept it to myself 
until I was 16. How can I get 
my father to believe me? 
And how do I get my friends 
to understand when I come 
out to them? — NEEDS 
HELP IN MISSOURI

 
DEAR NEEDS HELP: 

It may take time for your 
father to accept that you 
are transgender, or even 
to learn what that really 
means. Please remember 
that you do not have to 
“sell” this idea to your 
friends. As time passes, 
they will understand as you 
start living as a female and 
begin taking hormones. 

An organization called 
PFLAG (Parents, Families 
and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays) is a source of re-
liable information and sup-
port for you, your friends 
and family members who 
are interested in learning 
about these issues. You can 
find it online at pflag.org.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 
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