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Being boy’s second choice
diminishes prom’s excitement

DEAR ABBY: I was in-
vited to my first prom yes-
terday. The boy is a senior
and the son of a friend of
my mom’s.

We have alot in common.
We have been friends for
years and compete against
each other in academics.
The problem is, he asked a
close friend of mine to go to
the prom last week, and he
did it right in front of me.

My friends, including the
girl who said no, keep tell-
ing me he really does like
me, even though I was ap-
parently his second choice.
The trouble is, I already
said yes and I don’t want to
go back on my word. How do
I keep myself from feeling
like a consolation prize? —
SECOND BEST

DEAR S.B.: The boy
who asked you to the prom
wants to have a good time.
As you said, you are friend-
ly and have alot in common.
Please don’t let the fact that
he asked your friend first
get in your way. It’s not a
contest for anyone’s affec-
tion; it’s only a dance.

DEAR ABBY: I met an
amazing lady. She’s beau-
tiful, sexy, charming, at-
tentive, classy, smart and
conservative. In short, she
is almost everythinga good
man would ask for in a
woman except for one thing
—she’s a tad clingy, and in
some instances, it is an-
noying.

I'm the type of guy who
loves my space. She seems

DEAR ABBY

torespect it, but gets a little
down when I decline an of-
fer to spend time. To avoid
hurting or offending her, I
sometimes just do whatever
will make her happy, al-
though it feels like a chore.
Don’t get me wrong, I'm
physically and mentally
attracted to her, but I'm not
sure about the emotional
part.

The more I feel I'm forc-
ing myself to spend time
with her, the more I lose
interest. I know this is
cliche, but I honestly feel
that it’s not her, it’s me.
Am I just not ready to
settledown? —LIKES MY
SPACE

DEAR LIKES: That’s
what it sounds like to me.
And that’s what you should
tell the lady, because some-
one with all the wonder-
ful qualities you attribute
to her won’t be alone and
heartbroken for long. In
fact, if she knew that you
feel you must “force” your-
self to be with her, your
relationship would already
be history.

DEAR ABBY: In June
of last year I fractured my
kneecap. I was employed
at the time and asked my
daughter to fill in for me
while I recuperated. Not
only did she walk away
from the job, she has yet to
visit or even call me to see
how I am doing.

I can’t imagine anyone
being so cold and distant.
It hurts me to this day. How
can I get past this hurt and
disappointment? — STILL
HURTING IN PALM DES-
ERT

DEAR STILL HURT-
ING: I can’t imagine any-
one being so cold and dis-
tant — not to mention ir-
responsible — unless there
were unresolved issues
between the two of you
before you hurt your knee,
or your daughter has emo-
tional problems.

How do you get past some-
thing as painful as this
wake-up call has been? The
first option would be to try
to understand what has
caused your daughter to act
the way she has. Another
would be to fill your days
with enough activities that
you don’t have time to dwell
on it.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-

4 3 9 8 ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!
7 6 Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill
2 5 1 4 | and experience.
The solution for LN OEIF DR EG
9 2 | day’s puzzle will |4 376f2 158 7 9
be published in |15 7|s'6 9]2/3 4
3 8 2 1 Saturday’s paper. [6/1/9]7|8/2]3/4]5
Or you can go to |5/2/8)9|4/3}7/61
911 714 www.sudoku.com : Z ; g g ; z f :
to find the solution.
8 5 9 2]6|1]|3/9]4]5/8]7
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
MAY 18
TinaFey, Actress/Writer (44)

MAY 19
Lily Cole, Actress (26)

MAY 20
Sierra Boggess, Actress (32)

MAY 21
Judge Reinhold, Actor (57)

MAY 22
Ginnifer Goodwin, Actress
(36)

MAY 23
Jewel, Singer/Poet (40)

MAY 24
Bob Dylan, Singer (73)

Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
iSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
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5-17 CRYPTOQUOTE

VKI MYHZHCDG OYHVIY HP
CMV KI OKM YIRYDHCP RYMT
HTHVDVHCZ MVKIYP, FQV KI
OKM UDC FI HTHVDVIN FX
CMCI. — RYDCUMHP-YICI
NI UKDVIDQFYHDCN

Previous Cryptoquote: WHEN I'M DEAD, I WANT TO BE
REMEMBERED AS A MUSICIAN OF SOME WORTH AND

SUBSTANCE. - Freddie Mercury



