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FI RST AMEN DMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

OUR VIEW

Keeping
costs in check

Keeping a check on
administrative costs is a
healthy move for any agency or
business.

But it’s even more important
when it comes to the state’s
premier public college, the
University of Minnesota.

We’re pleased U of M
President Eric Kalar said
last week the school will cut
administrative costs by $15
million per year over the next
six years to assure taxpayers
their dollars are well spent.

Kalar said in news reports
the $90 million in total cuts are
part of a plan to work smarter
when many people believe the
university is bloated. He told
the school’s Board of Regents
he will shift money toward
teaching, research and other
programs and away from
administration.

We like his thinking.

It was just a few years ago
the Minnesota State Colleges
and University System, or
MnSCU, said it would reevaluate
its administrative costs. At
that time, MnSCU faced huge
criticism for paying bonuses
to staff. In 2009, MnSCU paid a
total of $287,500 in performance
incentive compensation to 35
of the system’s key employees,
including college and university
presidents, vice chancellors and
the system’s then Chancellor
James McCormick.

Since then, changes have
been made by MnSCU’s Board
of Trustees appear to retain top
employees while still providing
for reasonable compensation.

A 2012 Wall Street report
claimed the U of M’s Twin Cities
campus had the largest share of
management and administrative
employees of 72 major public
research universities.

U officials said the numbers
in the report were misleading.
Gov. Mark Dayton tied funding
for the last session to the U to
an analysis of administrative
costs and legislators asked for
reports on spending and how the
U compares to other research
universities.

A new report released last
week now finds the university
appears within reasonable
levels of administration.

That’s good, and combined
with Kalar’s idea that cutting
administrative costs should be
a high priority makes for good
management of the U.

As tuition costs and student
debt rises in our nation,
we should be pleased the
University of Minnesota
appears to be doing all it can
to keep administrative costs in
check.

The change in thinking will
go a long way with elected
officials and taxpayers as the
school lobbies for its share of
the state budget in the future.

How to contact your lawmakers

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-111

Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan

2447 Rayburn House Office
Building

Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211

Website: www.nolan.house.gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Office of Congressman
Rick Nolan (TEMPORARY)

Gerald W. Heaney Federal Building
and United States Courthouse

515 West First Street, Room 235
Duluth, MN 55802

218-464-5095, 5096, 5097 and
5098

Brainerd Office of Congressman
Rick Nolan

Brainerd City Hall

501 Laurel Street

Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat

302 Hart Senate Office
Building

Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Office:

Share your point of view

1200 Washington Avenue
South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220

Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat

Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641

Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton

130 State Capitol

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.

St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717

E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill

571 State Office Building
St. Paul, MN 55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd.

Capitol, Room 226

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606

Capitol Office phone:

(651) 296-8881

Email:

www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or contribut-
ing to our online discussions. The Journal’s Opinion page is where
meaningful community discussions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers

Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. Longer letters
may be edited. Letters must be signed and include the telephone
number and address of the letter writer. Only the author’s city

address will be published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, International
Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail to laurel@ifalls-

i journal.com.
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Why Duck Dynasty viewers flock

Like millions of Americans,
I’ve become a “Duck Dynasty”
fan.

“Duck Dynasty,” as you
surely are aware, is an A&E
reality show that presents
the Robertson clan, the long-
bearded owners and operators
of Duck Commander in West
Monroe, La. Duck Commander
hand-makes duck calls.

The story is a rags-to-riches
one.

Phil Robertson, the patriarch
of the family, started his duck-
call business some 25 years
ago. The avid outdoorsman was
dissatisfied with the duck calls
that were then available, so he
made his own.

He did about $8,000 in
revenue his first year, but
slowly built up the business
over the next few decades,
hiring a lot of relatives along
the way.

His son, Willie, took over
the company and has grown
it to a $45 million annual
business — one that has made
the Robertson family mighty
wealthy. They were wealthy
before “Duck Dynasty” became
a hit cable show that draws
record-breaking numbers of
viewers.

Many media critics have
been speculating as to why the
show is so popular — and some,
such as Rolling Stone, say the
show and the characters are
nothing but a big con. As usual,
so many in the media are
getting it exactly wrong.

It’s true that each episode
is scripted and staged with
fairly typical sitcom plots.

But what is also true is that
the Robertsons are totally
authentic characters.

There are Phil and Kay’s
three bearded sons, who all
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work at Duck Commander,
their wives and kids and,

of course, Uncle Si, a gray-
bearded Army veteran who is
daggone colorful and funny.

These people are
unapologetically religious.
They believe that when you
marry, you really do become
one flesh. Their families are
intact and functional, and the
show celebrates these simple
values.

The characters are
politically incorrect and
unapologetic about that, too.
They happily go into the woods
to shoot, skin and cook their
dinner.

Unlike most sitcoms on TV
these days, the fathers are
not dribbling idiots. They are
respected by their kids. And
grandfather Phil is respected
by his grandkids.

The characters are all self-
deprecating and don’t mind
being the butt of the joke —
because it is clear they are all
in on the joke and having a
grand time creating the show.

It is orderliness that draws
us in — the orderliness that is
missing in too many American
homes that are broken up by
divorce or headed by single
parents. In the case of the

Robertsons, order is made
possible by their faith.

And nobody understands
that better than Phil.

He explains in his

teaching — he has a master’s
degree in education — and ran
a bar. He frequently got drunk
and into trouble and was not
very nice to his wife and young
kids.

But he eventually found
his way to church and his
Christian faith transformed
him. He became a changed man
and has since tried to live his
life according to the Bible.

Media critics compare “Duck
Dynasty” to typical sitcoms,
but if there is any one show
it should be compared to, it is
“The Waltons,” another fine
show about a functional, intact
family.

Much like “The Waltons,”
most “Duck Dynasty” episodes
show the entire Robertson clan
sitting around the dinner table
and saying grace before they
break bread together.

It is their togetherness that
draws in viewers. We like the
way they celebrate simple,
traditional values with humor
and self-deprecation. We like
the way orderliness guides
their lives and brings order to
their families.

You have to be a cynic to
miss the obvious reason so
many viewers are tuning in.
And most big-city media critics
are too cynical to understand
what “Duck Dynasty” is really
about.

Purcell, a Pittsburgh
Tribune-Review humor
columnist, is nationally
syndicated exclusively by
Cagle Cartoons Inc.

More focus needed for keeping Asian carp away

Any hopes that invasive and
voracious Asian carp have stayed
out of Minnesota waters were
dashed recently when the carcass
of a more than 2-foot-long Asian
carp was found atop a concrete
dam on the Mississippi River
near Winona.

The silver carp is the species
of large carp people have seen on
YouTube videos flying through
the air by the hundreds when
spooked by boats traveling on the
rivers elsewhere in the country.

The discovery has acceler-
ated pressure by Minnesota con-
gressional members, including
Tim Walz of Mankato, to have
Congress order the closing of
the Upper St. Anthony lock in
downtown Minneapolis. Shutting
down that lock would be the best
_ although not foolproof _ way of
blocking the carp from moving
up the Mississippi and getting
into other streams and lakes
across northern Minnesota.

But the plan would do nothing
to protect the state’s namesake
river from being infested with the
carp that not only pose risks of
injury to boaters but can devastate
other game fish habitat because
of their voracious appetites. The
mouth of the Minnesota River
enters the Mississippi miles to

the south of the St. Anothony lock,
leaving the Minnesota River wide
open to Asian carp that are mak-
ing their way north.

While the carp carcassfound in
Winona is farther south of where
the Minnesota enters the Missis-
sippi, the discovery confirms the
bigfish arenearing, ifnot already
in the Minnesota River.

Protecting the Minnesota Riv-
er has, unfortunately, been all
but ignored by state and national
groups fighting to stop or at least
slow the migration of Asian carp.

Attention on the St. Anthony
lock is understandable. It’s a
relatively easy spot to seal off
the river and state residents
are justly proud of the majestic
Mississippi River and want to
protect it from further damage
by the carp. The fact the lock is
in the midst of the Twin Cities
also gives the effort much more
political clout.

That doesn’t mean attention
shouldn’t also be focused on
protecting the Minnesota, which
stretches from border to border,
335 miles across the state.

There is no solution for the
Minnesota as simple as closing
off a lock. But there are options
that have been used with some
success elsewhere, including

creating a combination of bubble,
light and electric barriers across
the river. The barriers send elec-
tric currents and light, or create
bubbles that have been shown
to scare the carp back and keep
them from moving upstream.

Such a system near the mouth
of the Minnesota is not likely to
be 100 percent effective. During
floods and through other means,
Asian carp are likely to eventu-
ally get into more streams and
lakes in the state. But dramatical-
ly slowing their migration into
the Minnesota River isnecessary.

Congress and federal officials
also should put more effort into
containing the carp closer to
their main source in states south
of Minnesota.

Slowing their spread would
limit the damage they cause and
it would give researchers more
time to develop other future
strategies, including things such
as finding ways to disrupt the
reproductive cycles of the carp.

Minnesota elected officials and
DNR leaders should be pressur-
ing Congress to take a compre-
hensive approach to limiting the
carp, not focusing entirely on one
spot in the state.

The Free Press of Manka-
to, Sept. 17
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