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Joy of having a service dog is
diminished by public attention

DEAR ABBY:1useaser-
vice dog, and I'm constantly
barraged with requests to pet
him. Other people who use
service dogs warned me this
would happen. Although the
ADA does notrequire himto
wear a vest, I bought one for
him thatreads, “Do Not Pet,”
which he wears in public.
They ask me anyway!

They also ask what I use
the dog for. Sometimes I'm
tempted to say, “First, tell
me about your medical his-
tory and then I'll tell you
mine.” I don’t mind quietly
and discreetly discussing
with a store owner what my
dog does, but for a stranger
to walk up and expect me to
share personal information
is rude.

As excited as I am about
how my dog has expanded
my life, I do not want to
spend my time answer-
ing strangers’ questions
or hearing about every dog
they’ve ever owned.

Obviously, I'm still learn-
ing what it means to live
with a service dog. Would
you kindly share with your
readers proper etiquette
with service dogs and their
owners? —LIVING LARG-
ER IN WASHINGTON
STATE

DEAR LIVING LARG-
ER: I'm happy to. But you
must be realistic. If you
have a service dog, you
must accept that people
will be curious. However,
what many people fail to
understand is that when a
service dog is out in public,

DEAR ABBY

the animal is WORKING,
and should not be distracted
from its task — which is
ensuring the well-being of
the owner.

The basics for interacting
with service dogs are:

1. Always speak to the
person first. Do not try to
distract the dog.

2. Never touch the ser-
vice dog - or ANY dog, for
that matter — without first
asking for and receiving
permission.

3. Do not offer food to the
animal.

4. Do not ask personal
questions about the han-
dler’s disability or other-
wise intrude on his or her
privacy.

5. Do not be offended if
the handler refuses to chat
about the service dog.

DEAR ABBY: My son
“John” and daughter-in-law
“Bree” recently announced
their second pregnancy via
email, and asked that we
keep the news in the imme-
diate family for now.

I was so happy and excit-
ed that I notified my sister.

She is my best friend and
lives in another state. As it
turns out, my sister shared
the news with her daughter,
who is good friends with
Bree. My niece then texted
congratulations to her.

At the end of the day, I
received a nasty, dramatic
phone call from Bree. She
was furious that I had re-
vealed her secret. My heart
sank. It wasn’t my intention
to hurt her in any way. I
apologized profusely, but
now I'm afraid that this
may have solidified the
wedge between us because
our relationship was never
very close to begin with.

Irealize I was wrong and
apologized. What more can
I do to make this the joyful
occasion it should be? —
NOW WHAT? IN NORTH
CAROLINA

DEAR NOW WHAT?:
Now you pay the penalty
for leaking the news, and
gracefully accept that you
will be relegated to the sec-
ond tier when it comes to
announcements from your
son and daughter-in-law.
Perhaps you can eventu-
ally get back in their good
graces by respecting their
wishes in the future.

Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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... MURDERED NINE
EMPLOYEES, BOUGHT AN
UNPROFITABLE START—-UP
AND EMBRACED A NEW
MANAGEMENT FAD THAT
IS NOTHING BUT
RIDICULOUS JARGON AND
WISHFUL THINKING.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

through 9.
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Saturday’s paper.
Or you can go to

to find the solution.

here is to it. There’s no

math involved. The grid has numbers,
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else. You solve the puzzle with reason-

It’s fun. It’s challenging.

Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
The solution for to-

- 85 3[4a/2]9]71 6
will [1 46|z 7 5[28 0
d in [2/9 7|81 6|5 4 3
36 5[2/8/4]1/9/7
4.82[1/9 7|36 5
9.7 1|65 3|8 2 4
COM T2 116 5 2
52 4|7/ 6/8|9 3 1
6. 19|53 2|47 8

HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, you may need to
come up with some new
ways to show your affection,
as your old ways are start-
ingto fall short. Look to Leo
for inspiration.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, a few kinks still
need to be worked out, but
your master plan will soon
be in place. Start putting the
wheels in motion and your
work won’t go unrecognized.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, you are great at
creating a good time out of
nothing at all. Get together
with a few friends and let
the good times roll. Others
may envy this talent.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22

You have a rare opportu-
nity to show off your skills
this week, Cancer. When
your talents are on display,
don’t worry about hogging
that spotlight. Enjoy your
time in the limelight.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Take some time for quiet
inspiration, Leo. It is just
what you need after a busy
week in which your stamina
was put to the test. Rest and
recharge for a few days.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22

Tasks at work have cer-
tainly tried your patience,
Virgo. Just when you are
settled in, you get pulled
in another direction very
quickly. Save up those vaca-
tion days.

LIBRA - Sept 23/0ct 23
It’s time to lighten up,
Libra. Throw a party, take a
trip or hang out with friends.
Just be sure to focus on fun
and let other concernsfall by
the wayside for a little while.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, do your best to
get all of your ducks in arow
this week. Keep distractions
at bay and don’t allow social
engagements to take prece-
dence over more pressing
matters.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21

Sagittarius, you will have
toremain two steps ahead of
everyone else to get a project
done this week. Things are
moving quite quickly now,
somake every minute count.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
A challenge is on the hori-
zon, Capricorn. But remain
calm and you will handle
every challenge that comes
your way. Aries provides
some extra help.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

Aquarius, some may call
you stubborn, but “dedi-
cated” might be a more ap-
propriate term. Once your
mind is set, it is hard to
pull you off course, and this
week is no different.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
You have plenty of energy
to carry you through to
the weekend, Pisces. A big
surprise is in store in the
coming days.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
APRIL 13
Carles Puyol, Athlete (36)

APRIL 14
Robert Carlyle, Actor (53)

APRIL 15
Emma Watson, Actress (23)

APRIL 16
Peter Billingsley, Actor (43)

APRIL 17
Rooney Mara, Actress (29)

APRIL 18
Jeff Dunham, Comic (52)

APRIL 19
Ashley Judd, Actress (46)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

BAAXR

isSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used

two O’s, etc. Single letters,

apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

H YBFRBJHNK BFC HCKBUHNK

EGFFT, EGR

CXLF H’'P CBYYT

RXF XJLBUR

Previous Cryptoquote: I ALWAYS READ THE LAST PAGE
OF ABOOKFIRST SO THATIFIDIE BEFOREIFINISHI'LL
KNOW HOW IT TURNED OUT. - Nora Ephron



