
A4 | March 14, 2015 www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

Prices good through
Friday, March 20, 2015

1907 Valley Pine Circle • Int’l Falls, MN 56649
Right next to County Market • 218-283-6163

Guinness
Draught, Stout
& Blonde
6 Pack Bottles

$898

Good Stuff
Tobacco
6 oz. bag

$899

Good Stuff
Tobacco
16 oz. bag

$2099

Largo
Tobacco
5 oz. bag

$849

Gambler
Tubes

King Size 200 Ct.

$279

New
Amsterdam
Vodka & Gin
1.75 Liter

$1497

Crown Royal
Maple, Apple
& Regular
750 ml

$1997

Tisdale
Wines
750 ml

$292

Finnegans
Irish Amber
& Blonde
12 Pack Bottles

$1397

Yellow
Tail
Wines
750 ml

$494

Angry Orchard
12 Pack Bottles

Keystone
Light
24 Pack Cans

Crane
Lake
Wines
750 ml

$292

Labatt Blue
& Light
24 Pack Cans

Dos Equis &
Dos Equis Amber
12 Pack Bottles

$1397

Baileys
750 ml
Sale $16.97
Minus $5.00
Mail-In Rebate

$1197
FINAL
COST

$1297 $1897 $1297
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BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf Writer

The International Falls 
School District is expected to 
approve Monday continuing 
the practice of “early release” 
Wednesdays for the 2015-16 
school year.

The Falls School Board 
will meet at 5 p.m. Mon-
day in the cafeteria at Falls 
High School. Superintendent 
Kevin Grover said he can’t 
say for sure, but his “hunch” 
is that he will recommend 
to the board continuing the 
early release program on 
Wednesdays for the next 
school year.

“We don’t 
h a v e  t h e 
data to see if 
it’s helping 
with testing, 
t h at ’s  ju st 
now starting 
to come in,” 
Grover said. 
“But we have 
to include it 
in the calen-
dar to get it out there for next 
year.”

The program involves 
students being released ear-
ly on Wednesdays during 
the school year in order for 
teachers to have extra time 
to get together for discus-

sions, evaluations or train-
ing, Grover said.

“We’ve been able to do a lot 
of positive things,” Grover 
said. “It’s a common time 
where we can focus on spe-
cific things and accomplish 
different goals.”

Even if there were positive 
test scores available, Grover 
said it’s extremely difficult to 
prove they would be a result 
of the early release program.

“Even with having the 
data, it would be tough to 
prove the impact,” Grover 
said. “But I’m still going to 
speak in favor of the things 
it’s allowed us to do.”

Grover acknowledged the 

strain the program puts on 
parents, and the incovenience 
it causes them. But, he said, 
he hasn’t fielded many com-
plaints on the issue, though 
board members could bring 
up feedback they’ve gotten 
from parents.

Also Monday, Grover will 
update the board on a Min-
nesota School Board Asso-
ciation training session he 
recently attended in Bemidji. 
The session focused on open 
meeting laws, and he’ll share 
with the board information 
on the topic, and discuss what 
he learned, he said.

“We have three new board 
members who may have ques-

tions on open meeting regula-
tions,” Grover said. “So we’ll 
discuss the information and 
let people ask any questions 
they may have.”

Grover, along with school 
principals Melissa Tate and 
Tim Everson, will also offer 
their monthly reports to the 
board.

Also Monday, the board is 
expected to:

 � Receive a report on a 
MSBA survey.

 � Adopt a resolution di-
recting the administration 
to post and recommend a 
candidate for maintenance/
transportation director.

 � Approve the 2015-16 

school calendar.
 � Receive a draft copy of  

the 2015-16 facility plan for 
adoption in April.

 � Accept the resignation 
due to retirement of  Janet 
Underdahl as an educational 
support professional.

 � Approve the hire of  
Heather Swanson as a part-
time educational support 
professional.

 � Accept the resignation 
of  Kristine Morgan as a 
part-time educational sup-
port professional.

 � Approve the hire of  
Kristine Morgan as a full-
time educational support 
professional.
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BY LAUREL BEAGER

Editor

“It was an experience,” 
Lee Konen said as she de-
scribed a recent encounter 
with a bobcat at her Kabe-
togama residence.

Konen said last week she 
went to the door as she does 
each morning to greet her 
outdoor mouser cat who 
then curls around her feet 
for some affectionate pet-
ting.

“I opened the door and no 
cat,” she said. “I didn’t see 
her all day.”

As Konen cleaned fresh 
strawberries at her sink 
the next day, she saw out 
her glass door “a head com-
ing across the driveway. I 
thought ‘My cat is coming. 
Here is my kitty.’”

But when she looked 
again, the animal was not 
a black cat. Instead, it was 
a bobcat. It settled on the 
freshly shoveled deck at her 
kid’s cabin next door, and 
eventually made its way to 
Konen’s deer feeder and her 
rock hill.

She was able to snap some 
photographs as the bobcat 
was there for at least three 
days.

“And I have no cat,” she 
said. “It must have got my 
kitty.”

Her cat’s been gone for 
more than a week, but 
Konen accepts no condo-
lences. She’s sorry her kit-
ty’s gone missing, and was 
likely killed by the bobcat, 
but it’s part of life living in 
Borderland.

“There are some things 

you can do something about, 
and there are some things 
you can’t,” she said. “That’s 
Mother Nature.”

It’s the chance sightings 
of wildlife, and the great 
neighbors she has, that has 
kept her here, she said.

A few years ago, Konen 
had a cougar around, and 
seven or eight years ago a 
baby moose came down the 
driveway. She’s had a fisher 
living just across the road.

“What more could you 
ask for?” she said.

Despite Borderland’s 
sometimes harsh condi-
tions, Konen said she is liv-
ing where she wants to live.

“My kids ask how do 
you stay up here,” she said. 
“We’re tough, we’re used to 
it. I’ve been up here 32 years 
now. I’m 72. Lost my other 

A lesson in nature
Joy sometimes comes with a bit of sorrow

ConTrIbuTEd phoTo

Lee Konen shot this photo of a bobcat at her Kabetogama residence last week. 
She suspects the wild cat killed her domestic mouser.

half a number of years ago, 
but it’s home.”

In Kab, everybody looks 
out for each other, she said.

“You don’t worry about 
anything on the lake, but 
get to the highway and it’s 
a different story,” she said.

Meanwhile, Konen said 

her cat’s done a good job 
for a long time living out-
doors to assist in keeping 
the mouse population down.

“I’m sure he got her first, 
and then stuck around,” she 
said of the suspected killer.

She’s seen bobcat tracks 
around her yard and around 

the shed where Konen cre-
ated a cat bed, complete with 
a heat lamp to warm her 
kitty on cold nights.

“My kids said, ‘Mom, he’s 
getting warm out there, 
why don’t you take him out 
a steak.’”
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CHICK DAYS!!
March 20 & March 21

• Free shipping if ordered on these days

• 10% OFF Chick Feeders &

Waterers if ordered on these days

• 10% OFF Chick Feed on the

day you pick up Chicks

Hurry in while supplies last!

Check us out on Facebook

at I Falls Farm and Garden.


