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Young mom must keep her wits
as husband considers leaving

DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band and I are a young
couple, married almost
two years. He recently told
me he isn’t happy with me
anymore and that he may
want to leave. He won’t tell
me why. He says he doesn’t
know why.

It was a complete shock
to me. He refuses to seek
marriage counseling and
has dealt with a lot of
depression for which he
won’t seek help, either. We
have a child, and I am now
pregnant again. It hasn’t
changed his thoughts about
leaving.

What should I do for my-
self and our children? What
canIdo to help my husband
change his mind? I'm still
deeply in love with him. —
CONFUSED IN SOUTH
CAROLINA

DEAR CONFUSED: I
can only imagine how pain-
ful this must be for you. Be-
cause your husband won’t
see a counselor about your
marriage or do anything
about his depression, then
YOU should. And when
you do, start figuring out
a “plan B” for how you will
support your children if
it becomes necessary. You
should also consult an at-
torney who can help you
ensure that your husband
lives up to his responsi-
bilities if he does decide to
leave.

The reason for your hus-
band’s ambivalence will be-
come apparent in time. You
may love him deeply, but for
your sake and that of your
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children, it’s important you
stay calm and rational.

DEAR ABBY: I'm a
17-year-old girl, turning 18
soon. Ever since I started
high school, my family has
pressured me to do my best
in everythingIdo. Some ex-
amples: my grades, having
the perfect boyfriend and
being first in sports.

I know they want the
best for me. But I'm a hu-
man being. I sometimes
make mistakes. At the
same time, I don’t want
to disappoint them. What
should I do? Should I tell
them to get off my back
or continue to accept
their pressure? — TEEN
IN TURMOIL, TULSA,
OKLA.

DEAR TEEN: Your par-
ents probably push you be-
cause they want you to get
a college education. Good
grades, various activities
and a talent for sports can
make you a more attractive
candidate.

There are ways to tell
your parents to ease up
without saying, “Get off my

back.” Your message might
be better received if you
said to them what you wrote
to me: “I know you want
what’s best for me. I don’t
want to disappoint you. But
I’'m a human being and I
sometimes make mistakes.
Ilove you, but the pressure
is getting to me.” It’s not
hostile, and they may hear
what you're saying without
becoming defensive.

DEAR ABBY: My broth-
er-in-law is aregistered sex
offender. I am uncomfort-
able having him stay at our
house with my husband and
me and our children. My
mother-in-law insists we
need to forgive him and let
him stay. I hate putting my
husband in the middle (it is
his sister’s husband), but I
do not want him under our
roof overnight.

Am I right to refuse, or
do I let him stay and be on
major guard? — MOMMY
IN MEMPHIS

DEAR MOMMY: As a
mother, it is your job to pro-
tect your children. Because
you feel your brother-in-law
might be a danger to them,
he should sleep elsewhere
— and “forgiveness” has
nothing to do with it.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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® Puzzles by Pappocom

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,

through 9.
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every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

That’s all there is to it. There’s no math
involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle
will be published in

Saturday’s paper. g7 als 5327 9
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
JANUARY 12
Naya Rivera, Actress (27)

JANUARY 13
Nicole Eggert, Actress (42)

JANUARY 14
Jason Bateman, Actor (45)

JANUARY 15
Pitbull, Rapper (33)

JANUARY 16
Kate Moss, Model (40)

JANUARY 17
Michelle Obama, First
Lady (50)

JANUARY 18
Mark Messier, Athlete (53)

Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
iIsSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used

for the three L’s, X for the

two Q’s, etc. Single letters,

apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

1-11 CRYPTOQUOTE

KQXTIJ QZA WID RGCKA
KQXIJE RMWIJ SGX, EZGCD
QZA SGX EKDDU QKGZD.
— QZWIJGZS FXCIDEE

Previous Cryptoquote: THE

TRUE SPIRIT OF CONVER-

SATION CONSISTS IN BUILDING ON ANOTHER MAN’S
OBSERVATION, NOT OVERTURNINGIT. - Edward Bulwer-

Lytton
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