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COMICS

DEAR ABBY

Teenager’s marijuana use 
puts friend in tough spot

Previous Cryptoquote: CHANGE IS THE LAW OF LIFE. AND 
THOSE WHO LOOK ONLY TO THE PAST OR PRESENT 
ARE CERTAIN TO MISS THE FUTURE. – John F. Kennedy

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no math 

involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You 
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic. 
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30 
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle 
will be published in 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com to 
find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert

HOROSCOPES
ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20

Aries, you have a lot on 
your mind, but only one 
concern demands your un-
divided attention. Find a 
quiet space to think things 
through and trust your gut 
feelings.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, friendships may 

weaken if you don’t keep up 
your end of the relationship. 
Make an effort to get together 
with your friends and take 
the initiative with planning.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, your approach 

to a problem is not working. 
It could be time to take an 
entirely new approach and 
see if this produces results. 
Be patient with this new 
approach. 

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Don’t be surprised if a 

busy week finds you dog 
tired come the weekend, 
Cancer. Use the time off to 
recharge your batteries on 
this well-deserved break.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Few things can hold your 

interest this week, Leo. Al-
though friends try, they can’t 
seem to keep you focused on 
any one thing. Expect to jump 
from task to task this week.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, an unexpected con-

sequence appears this week 
and you are caught complete-
ly off guard. Don’t let others 
see your surprise. You must 
simply roll with the punches.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, a spark of ingenu-

ity hits you out of the blue 
and you know just how to 
put that inspiration to good 
use. Set your plan in motion 
as soon as you are able. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, after a few hectic 

weeks at home and at the of-
fice, now is the ideal time for 
a vacation. Cast all responsi-
bilities aside and enjoy some 
rest and relaxation.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, you may pre-

fer to keep certain things 
to yourself no matter how 
strongly others insist you 
share. Don’t succumb to pres-
sure to share those things 
you prefer remain private.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
Several new opportuni-

ties are coming your way, 
Capricorn. You just need to 
sort through all of them and 
figure out just what you want 
to do in the next few weeks.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
The new season has you 

feeling refreshed and ready 
for new beginnings, Aquar-
ius. Make the most of this 
new lease on life and encour-
age others to join you.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, maintain your fo-

cus around the office, as you 
will have to juggle multiple 
tasks in the week ahead.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
NOVEMBER 17
Rachel McAdams, Actress 
(35)

NOVEMBER 18
Chloe Sevigny, Actress (39)

NOVEMBER 19
Calvin Klein, Designer (71)

NOVEMBER 20
Josh Turner, Singer (36)

NOVEMBER 21
Troy Aikman, Sportscaster 
(47)

NOVEMBER 22
Jamie Lee Curtis, Actress 
(55)

NOVEMBER 23
Kelly Brook, Model (34)

DEAR ABBY: I’m a se-
nior in high school. Every 
day during lunch, one of 
my friends goes outside and 
smokes weed with a couple 
of his friends. He comes 
back from lunch with red 
eyes, smelling of smoke 
and his behavior indicates 
that he’s high. I’m not sure 
if they smoke on or off cam-
pus, but I know it isn’t legal 
at their age (17), and espe-
cially not at school. I saw a 
joint in his pocket a couple 
of times and he told me to 
keep it a secret.

Abby, this has me very 
uncomfortable. If he wants 
me to keep it a secret, he 
must know it’s wrong. I 
don’t know how to tell some-
one or even who I should 
tell. I know he has depres-
sion and weed can “take the 
edge off,” but that doesn’t 
make it OK. 

What should I do? Should 
I tell anyone? And if so, who 
and how? — FRETTING IN 
WASHINGTON STATE

 
DEAR FRETTING: It’s 

surprising to me that your 
friend returns from lunch 
showing all of the signs of 
being stoned, and none of 
his teachers have picked 
up on it. Haven’t his grades 
suffered? 

While it is not uncom-
mon for people who are 
depressed to try to self-
medicate with illegal sub-
stances, it’s not nearly as 
successful as dealing with 
their emotions by talking 
about them with a medi-
cal professional, and can 
sometimes make the prob-
lem worse. The person to 
confide this in would be a 
trusted teacher or school 
counselor. Please don’t wait.

 

DEAR ABBY:  While 
volunteering last year with 
a moms’ group, I met a 
woman I’ll call “Beverly.” 
We worked on a project to-
gether and that was the last 
I saw of her.

I heard she recently lost 
her daughter in a terrible 
accident. Our group ral-
lied around her to provide 
meals for her family. At that 
time I asked the volunteer 
chairwoman about taking a 
meal to Beverly. The chair-
woman didn’t respond until 
a couple of weeks later. Now 
I’m wondering if I should 
still take a meal over there.

How long should a fam-
ily who has suffered a loss 
receive meals? I want to be 
a comfort, but I don’t know 
them that well. — UNSURE 
IN GEORGIA

 
DEAR UNSURE: When 

a death happens, people 
often rush to console the 
grieving family. More help 
is offered than can be ac-
cepted in the weeks that 
follow, and then people drift 
away. 

It is not too late to offer 
Beverly and her family a 
home-cooked meal. Call 
her, make the offer and I’m 
sure it will be gratefully 
accepted.

DEAR ABBY:  Every 
year we go to my brother’s 
home for Thanksgiving. His 
wife, “Kelly,” is a vegetar-
ian. She will not eat meat 
and forces all of her guests 
to follow her strict diet, so 
every year we are forced to 
eat tofu turkey.

I brought up the idea 
of possibly having both 
a tofu turkey and a regu-
lar turkey, but that made 
my sister-in-law extremely 
angry. She called me an 
animal hater and told me 
I would rot in hell for all of 
eternity if I continued to sin 
by eating meat. 

I love my brother very 
much and would hate to 
compromise our relation-
ship, but every year this 
causes a fuss at Thanks-
giving, and I’d like to avoid 
it this year. Any advice 
would be much appreci-
ated. — TOFU-ED OUT IN 
WISCONSIN

 
DEAR TOFU-ED OUT: 

No law says you must dine 
at your brother’s home ev-
ery year. Either alternate 
hosting the Thanksgiving 
dinner (when it’s at your 
house, Kelly can bring tofu 
turkey for herself -- if she 
decides to attend) or make 
other plans for a tradition-
al dinner elsewhere. You 
are not going to change 
your sister-in-law, and this 
would be the logical way to 
avoid an argument.

 Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne Phil-
lips, and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 
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