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FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
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How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or 

contributing to our online discussions. The Journal’s 
Opinion page is where meaningful community discus-
sions take place.

Candidate letter policy
The beginning of 2014 brought a new policy to The Journal. A charge of $30 will be required to publish let-

ters to the editor from candidates or about candidates. The letters must be 500 words or less and the fee must 
be paid prior to the letter being published. The name and city of the author will be published with the letter. 
Letters may be emailed to laurel@ifallsjournal.com. The Journal will publish a deadline for publication of 
paid election letters prior to the Aug. 12 primary and Nov. 4 general elections.

To the editor,
Vandalism hurts 

everyone. Whether it’s a 
church, or a community 
building, the damage and 
disruption of vandalism 
has a high cost. Not only 
do the building owners 
need to report, document, 
estimate and repair the 
damage, but they have to 
take valuable time out of a 
busy day to deal with such 
issues.

Churches and 

community buildings work 
hard to give back to the 
community in a variety of 
ways, and when vandals 
damage these buildings it 
takes the time away from 
the good these groups can 
be doing. Perhaps that’s 
the goal of the vandals, 
shut the buildings down. 
Then we would have no 
places of worship, no 
gyms to play in, no dining 
rooms to offer free meals 
to those in need, no offices 

for counseling services, 
no rooms for rent to 
organizations that also 
reach out to various people 
groups.

Backus works hard 
to offer a fun, safe 
environment for people 
of all ages. It is very 
unfortunate that some feel 
the need to slash and break 
our windows, damage our 
gazebo and leave graffiti 
in the building. While 
we place the majority of 

the blame on the youth 
who do the damage, we 
also would like to hold 
parents accountable for 
their children. A parent’s 
job should be to raise a 
productive person who 
contributes to society, 
not someone who tears it 
down.

Robin Bjorkquist
Event coordinator

Backus Community 
Center

International Falls, MN

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Vandalism has a high cost

To the editor,
What should the United 

States do about the many 
children crossing the 
border from Nicaragua, 
Honduras, El Salvador 
and Guatemala?

Missing from the heated 
discussion is a clear 
definition of the problem.

The only term used 
as various actions are 

proposed is “illegal 
immigrant.”

The loudest calls for 
action include “send 
these illegals home 
immediately,” “close 
the leaks in the border,” 
“send more armed border 
patrols,” or “send the 
military to turn them 
back.”

A better term to 

describe these children 
that points to a humane 
action is “refugee.”

The United States has 
a record of accepting 
refugees from countries 
whose citizens are at risk 
of bodily harm or death. 
These refugees were and 
are seeking safety and 
protection.

The latest refugees are 

children unaccompanied 
or in some instances 
accompanied by a parent.

Humane treatment 
by our country for these 
children demands a 
humane solution.

Wallace Simpson
Ranier, MN

Editor’s note: The 
letter was also signed by 
Rose Simpson.

Refugees deserve humane treatment

To the editor,
I read the lake level 

article, but there was some 
pertinent information not 
given.

They said not to point 
fingers at anyone, but that 
was done several times, 
saying we let our waters 
flow into the river.

Then I question, where 
did that water originate 
from? Near the time our 
waters, Rainy Lake, was 
cresting, Namakan Lake 
level was at 1119.82, which 

is 9 inches over flood stage 
and their waters were still 
flowing full force.

On the west we have 
Winnipeg that was 
holding waters back and 
they were at 715.60, or 6 
inches over flood stage. 
We here at Rainy Lake 
are in the middle and our 
waters were at 1111.46; 
that puts us at 3 plus feet 
over flood stage.

We have been with 
high waters for over five 
weeks.

This problem began this 
spring. On May 10, I was 
able to go to the island to 
open up and do some dock 
work. The water was low, 
which made it easier to 
do the repairs. But, from 
that day forward, the lake 
levels went up each and 
every day until it hit the 
danger zone. Then the 
rains came and we all got 
flooded.

I sure hope that when 
addressing this situation 
once more they will take 

into account what has 
happened in the past and 
learn from that when 
making a new curve, or 
making corrections to the 
present curve.

Remember, low waters 
may be inconvenient for 
some, but high water 
is a disaster for nearly 
everyone.

Let’s get it right this 
time so we can all enjoy 
the lakes.

Albert R. Skurkis
Ranier, MN

Rule curve needs to be revised or redone

To the editor,
Ya know, it’s mighty 

disheartening to sit in 
front of our band shell 
that was dedicated to Mr. 
Irving “Pete” Peterson 
some years back and 
try to appreciate the 

performance on the stage.
Pete Peterson spent a lot 

of years entertaining the 
people of this community 
musically and for that 
community to treat a 
memorial such as this to 
his memory is a sign of 

disrespect.
I could call up 

the mayor or my 
councilperson about 
this, but I chose this 
means to call attention 
to this because I think 
everybody should be 

concerned about it.
Certainly the city ought 

to be able to buy some 
paint and hire a painter 
to do this job and do it 
properly.

Thomas R. Barthell
International Falls, MN

For cryin’ out loud, paint the band shell

It takes just a second 
or two to check your cell 
phone.

But if you are driving, 
that second or two can 
mean the difference 
between life, death and an 
experience that can haunt 
the rest of your life.

The tragic death July 
1 of a mother bicycling 
with her two young 
children in Rock County 
is a horrifying reminder 
that distracted driving 
continues to be a problem 
in this state.

According to the 
criminal complaint, the 
driver admitted to taking 
his eyes off the road to 
check his cell phone when 
he hit the bicycle and bike 
stroller.

In Minnesota, it’s illegal 
to text while driving and 
to access the web while in 
motion or part of traffic, 
including at a stop light or 
stop sign. It’s also illegal 
for drivers under the age of 
18 to use a cell phone while 
driving.

And yet, the Minnesota 
departments of 
transportation, public 
safety and health say 
driver inattention is a 
leading contributing 
factor in fatal crashes. 
Cell phones and other 
electronic devices are 
commonplace in our lives 
today. But using them 
while we are driving is 
unsafe, irresponsible and 
can be deadly.

The Department of 
Public Safety reports one 
in four crashes is related 
to distracted driving, 
although such crashes 
are likely under-reported. 
Distracted driving was a 
contributing factor in 175 
fatal crashes, resulting 
in 191 deaths from 2011 to 
2013 in Minnesota. More 
than half of those crashes 

occurred in rural areas, 
and those fatalities cost 
Minnesota more than $269 
million

Again, despite these 
crashes, people continue 
to break the law and, as a 
result, citations for these 
offenses increased from 
388 in 2008 to 2,189 in 2013. 
That’s an alarming trend.

If you text while driving, 
on average you take your 
eyes off the road for up to 
4.6 seconds out of every six 
seconds. For comparison, 
that’s like traveling the 
length of a football field at 
55 miles per hour without 
looking up, according to 
DPS. Using a cell phone 
while driving, whether 
hands-free or hand-held, 
delays a driver’s reactions 
as much as having an 
alcohol-concentration level 
of .08 percent — the legal 
limit.

While driving: turn off 
cell phones or place them 
out of reach to avoid the 
urge to answer; never text; 
plan trips ahead to avoid 
fiddling with a GPS device 
or application; pull over to 
a safe location to look at a 
map; designate a passenger 
to answer the phone, help 
with directions or check 
a device. Passengers must 
speak up to stop drivers who 
are placing them at risk by 
being a distracted driver.

The popularity of mobile 
devices and services, and 
the dangerous and often 
deadly, consequences of 
their use while driving 
require each of us to make 
some personal decisions 
that can save lives, put our 
own lives and futures and 
the lives of others at risk. 
It’s your choice. Make the 
right one by focusing all 
your attention on the most 
important task when you 
are behind the wheel — 
driving.

OUR VIEW

Make the 
right decision


