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Living snow fences: Affordable wind barriers

Barriers also

offer excellent
wildlife habitat

DNR FORESTRY STAFF

It’s been a long, cold
winter and while we've re-
cently experienced signs of
spring, we haven’t forgot-
ten the sight of unending
snowdrifts in the driveway,
roadways and other areas
around the house or farm-
stead.

Planting a living snow
fence is an excellent way to
manage blowing and drift-
ing snow. A living snow
fence is a variation of a
windbreak or shelterbelt,
which are plantings of sin-
gle or multiple rows of trees,
shrubs and/or native grass-
es that protect or shelter
areas prone to troublesome
winds. These natural fences
slow the wind and cause the
snow to deposit downwind of
the planting.

Living snow fences have
multiple benefits. They can
protect driveways and road-
ways, reduce wind erosion
and manage soil moisture,
provide a windbreak for ani-
mals and growing plants,
provide an urban sound
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about $500,000 each from
the city and county, of the
proposed project and ongo-
ing operations. A goal of
the financing examination,
the resolution said, is “to
promote an equitable and
fair distribution of costs
between the parties to the
airport agreement,” with
the commission to consider
tax base, anticipated ter-
minal building users and
revenue sources including
lease income, passenger
facility charges, bonds,
cash reserves and/or other
sources.

Falls Mayor Bob Ander-
son, who serves as chair-
man of the airport com-
mission, said he plans to
take the resolution to the
commission at its regular
meeting 8:30 a.m. Tuesday
in the courthouse board-
room. He said the commis-
sion would discuss how to
make a presentation to the
council about the proposed
terminal project and how
to put together the infor-
mation sought in the city
council resolution.

The presentation was
requested by Councilor
Cynthia Jaksa, who posed
several questions about the
need for the expansion and
improvement of the termi-
nal project.

Jaksa has advocated in
the past couple years for
establishment of a taxing
district that could levy
money from property own-
ers within the district to
fund airport improvements
and ongoing costs. She has
argued since the airport
agreement was initiated 40
years ago, the value of prop-
erty in the city compared to
outside the city has dropped.

or visual barrier, and cre-
ate wildlife and pollina-
tor habitat. They are also
cost-effective, have a long
life and once established,
require little maintenance.

The type of living snow
fence you plant will depend
on your needs. Before you
buy your shrubs and trees,
you will want to consider
the height, density, length,
location and design of your
planting. The combination
of height and density of your
living snow fence will de-
termine how much snow is
captured and how far away
from the problem area you
will need to plant. The taller
the barrier, the more snow it
will capture. The denser the
planting (spacing between
the plants and rows), the
closer the drifts will form at
the rows, thus farther away
from the problem area. The
length of your rows will
need to reach far beyond
the area you wish to protect.

The location of your liv-
ing snow fence is deter-
mined by factors such as
prevailing wind direction,
regional snowfall amounts
and topography. The design
of your living snow fence
includes the species and
spacing of the shrubs and
trees between and within

She said Monday the city
is being asked to pledge
more than $500,000 toward
a project without full dis-
closure of the need. She
wondered, among other
questions, how many jobs
would be created through
the projects and how many
international flights each
year pass through the air-
port.

Local officials have
sought $3 million from
the state’s sale of bonds for
the project, which would
involve renovating the ad-
ministration building at
theairportto accommodate
larger groups in a secure
area, add bathrooms to the
area and expand it for of-
ficial inspections.

The area is known as the
terminal’s sterile area. A
letter supporting the bond-
ing request sent to Gov.
Mark Dayton by Anderson
said the sterile area for
passengers who cleared
screening is very small
and “most of the year, the
number of passengers over-
whelms the sterile area
and crams the passengers
into that small room.” The
letter also said the sterile
area has no bathrooms
and after being cleared in
the area, if a passenger has
a need for the bathroom,
they must leave the sterile
and be re-screened before
being allowed to board the
aircraft. Anderson has said
there are times passengers
wait up to an hour before
going through screening.

In addition, the terminal
is in need of a larger area
for U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection to accommo-
date international flights.
Anderson told The Journal
in December the number
of people that can come in
on an international-bound
flight is limited to 16 or
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the rows. Consider its pur-
pose and what it will look
likein 20 years. Do you want
gaps between the trees, a
thick row of shrubs or trees
or food for wildlife? The spe-
cies you choose should be
adapted to the soil, climate
and moisture conditions
in the area. Increasing di-
versity in the type of trees
and shrubs planted will aid
in the survival of the snow
fence in cases of insect and
disease outbreaks.

Once you've decided on
the location and design of
your living snow fence, you
will want to prepare the
site by removing any her-
baceous vegetation that
will compete with the new
plants. Using a commercial
weed barrier or mulch for
weed control and water con-
servation will also increase
survival and growth. A
drip line or trickle irriga-
tion, though initially more
costly, are efficient methods
of supplying supplemental
water for the first few years
after planting, especially
on well-drained, sandy soils
and duringdry, hot periods.

Once established, a liv-
ing snow fence will provide
permanent, affordable and
low maintenance protection
against wind and snow and

less passengers, which has
forced flights by the Detroit
Red Wings hockey team and
the Rolling Stones to seek
airport services elsewhere
because the planes were
carrying more than 16 pas-
sengers.

Thor Einarson, airport
manger, told Jaksa Monday
an average of 200 aircraft
clear customs at the airport
each year; of those aircraft,
about 60 are charter flights.

“We don’t know how
many are turned away,”
Anderson said. “CBP tells
them to go to another loca-
tion (when there are too
many passengers for in-
spection at the Falls).”

The renovation could
allow the airport to handle
more international passen-
gers and flights, Councilor
Peter Kalar said.

Einarson said the inter-
national and charter flights
provide a huge boost to the
local economy by purchas-
ing fuel, catering services,
crew accommodations, and
more.

He said he’s been asked
by other airport officials
from elsewhere why the
airport isthe focus of coun-
cil debate. At a conference
of 155 publicly funded air-
ports held recently at Bemi-
dji, Einarson said just nine
had airline service and of
the nine, just four offer CBP
inspections.

“We are lucky, blessed
and fortunate to have an
airline (service),” he said.

The debate isn’t about
the value of the airport, but
about how it is funded, said
Jaksa.

Councilor Gail Rognerud
said many other airports
have a taxing authority “so
everyone pays the same...
so the burden is shared
equally by all that benefit.”

Jaksa earlier provided

can provide high-quality
wildlife habitat. There are
many resources available to
those interested in planting
a living snow fence, wind-
break or shelterbelt.

Some opportunities ex-
ist for cost share programs
and financial incentives to
landowners. For technical
assistance, contact thelocal
offices of the Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation Service,
Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service, Farm Services
Agency, Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
or the University of Min-
nesota Extension Service.

Private nurseries, the
DNR Minnesota State For-
est Nursery (mndnr.gov/
forestry/nurseries) and the
local Soil and Water Conser-
vation District offices are
excellent sources for tree
and shrub seedlings.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation hasa
standing corn row program
that pays farmers along
wind prone stretches of state
highways to leave a mini-
mum of six rows of corn in
the field in the winter (Wwww.
dot.state.mn.us/environ-
ment/livingsnowfence/).

For more information
on living snow fences, visit
Wwww.extension.umn.edu.

the council with a state-
mentsaying “The combined
city levy that city taxpayers
pay is twice as much as
school district residents’
combined levy. Raising
taxes for the airport will
only increasethis disparity
and lead to further migra-
tion out of the city.... At the
very least we need some
analysis presented to the
council to why our constitu-
ents should continue to pay
twice as much as school
district residents for the
airport.”

Jaksa also questioned
how the budget is deter-
mined for the airport, not-
ing it has no allocation in
reserves for capitol outlay
expenditures.

She questioned whether
a request from the airport
for the purchase of a new
truck with plow and avia-
tionradio should have been
included in the budget. She
asked what would happen
if the county, which under
the airport agreement is to
split fundingfor the airport
equally with the city, did
not fully fund the request.

Rognerud explained both
city and county officials
have indicated they want
to keep the money within
their own government un-
til a need by the airport is
voiced.

She said if something not
budgeted is needed, airport
officials must seek fund-
ing from both the city and
county for the purchase.

“There is no fluff in the
budget,” she told Jaksa. “It
is mean and lean.”

The council approved
the truck request Monday.
The county board Tuesday
approved the purchase of
a new truck at a cost of
$25,243, with a local match
split between the city and
county of $12,622.
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From left, Jim Stavseth and his two brothers Dave
and Bruce, pose with their father Gus, on a Rainy
Lake fishing trip. Gus died in 2004 of lung cancer,
and now, Jim raises money for Relay for Life to
help fund research so others don’t lose loved ones

to cancer.
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Relay for Life, an annual
event that raises money for
the American Cancer So-
ciety, attracts more than 4
million people in morethan
20 countries to raise much-
needed funds and awareness
to save lives from cancer.

While Stavseth’s father
couldn’t be saved, others
can, and Stavseth knows
that.

“Everyone knows some-
one who has had or has
cancer,” he said. “We need
to help get money to the doc-
tors so they can help their
patients.”

The Koochiching County
Relay for Life event is set
to run from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 3 at Rainy
River Community College.

Denae Alamano, a Relay
for Life specialist with the
American Cancer Society,
said a goal of $25,000 is
set for the county to raise
toward the fight against
cancer.

“We are making a dif-
ference,” Alamano said.
“The American Cancer
Society has played a role
in nearly every cancer
breakthrough. One hun-
dred years ago when ACS
began, one out of 10 peo-
ple were surviving can-
cer. Now two out of three
are surviving. We don’t
want it to take another 100
years to make it three out
of three. When you come
support your local relay,
you're helping find a cure
and helping local cancer
patients financially and
emotionally while they are
going through treatment.”

The May 3 relay will re-
turn favorite events of pre-
vious years including the
opening ceremony, 5-kilo-
meter run/walk, celebrity
pie contest, games, survivor
speech, and the luminary
ceremony.

“Theluminary ceremony
is pretty powerful,” Stavs-
eth said.

Luminaries in honor of
or in memory of cancer sur-
vivors will be on display at
RRCC throughout the event.
Some, Stavseth said, are re-
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Relay for Life
schedule of events:

May 2:
B Spaghetti feed, 5-7 p.m.,
Union Hall

May 3:

(All events are at Rainy River
Community College)

W Team Bachmeier
breakfast, 8 a.m.

B 5-kilometer run/walk
registration, 8 a.m.

® Opening ceremony, 9 a.m.
® 5-Krun/walk, 9:30 a.m.

H Celebrity pie contest,

11 am.

® Fire/EMT lunch and
games, noon

M Survivor Lisa Bahr speech,
1 p.m.

H Luminary ceremony,

1:30 p.m.

ally moving.

“If you take the time to
walk around and read the
bags, that alone will make
people emotional,” he said.
“You realize how many
people you know have been
touched by cancer.”

New this year will be
luminaries honoring care-
givers.

“So many survivors are
so appreciative to their
caregivers,” Alamano said.
“Oftentimes, the caregiv-
ers’ lives are completely
changed along with the
survivors. Many caregivers
who attend relay have lost
theirrelative/friend/spouse
to cancer and we want them
to know how much we value
their dedication to fighting
back against cancer, too.”

Stavseth said when his
mother died of liver cancer
in 1994, he played a small
role as a caregiver, but ac-
knowledged there were peo-
ple who were more involved.

“We don’t realize how
much a caregiver goes
through,” he said. “Thank
God there’s people who are
there to do that.”

Relay for Life is a commu-
nity-wide event, regardless
if attendees are on an of-
ficial relay team. Alamano
said last year $21,000 was
raised and she is hopeful
to bring in more funds this
year.

For All Your Propane Needs
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AUCTION  SERVICE
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Business Sellout Auction

Wed. April 30-10:00 am

Andy’s Sales & Service; Andy Barg, Owner
708 4th Ave; Littlefork, MN 56653

BUSINESS BUILDINGS IN LITTLEFORK., MN

To be auctioned at 11:00

This has been a successful operating repair and car wash business for the
past 35 years to date. Andy is retiring and no longer has interest in owning
this property and it is on the auction to sell! Come to auction and bid what
you feel it is worth to you!

Pelland Welding

Fabrication ¢ Industrial/Hydraulic Hose Assembly

SAWS « MOWERS * TRIMMERS

SUMMER LABOR SAVERS
5521P Lawn Mower S<—

* 3-in-1 Mulch/Rear Bag/Side
Discharge

* Handle folds for easy storage

* 21 inch cutting width

* 140cc Briggs & Stratton engine

Appliance Service and Repair

Whether you are installing a new appliance
or need service on your existing equipment,
our trained and certified staff can meet your
needs. Give them a call for information on our
appliance service programs.

REPAIR SHOP & CAR WASH BUILDINGS

Located just off main street in Littlefork, MN. If you have any questions
regarding property feel free to call Andy at 218-278-6619, or Carol Reinhardt,

Broker, at 218-845-2260. » Compact design
TERMS: 10% down on the day of auction, with balance due in 45 days. °
Call us for 323-L Trimmer
AUTO REPAIR SHOP TOOLS Prompt * Lightweight
and dependahle
CHALLENGER 12,000 # ABOVE GROUND ELEC. HYD. HOIST; Many deli « Smart Star®
HD Hoists, Jacks, Stands; Saylor-Beall 5 hp Air Compressor; AMMCO 3000 E Ivery e 24.5cc )
Lathe and Hubless Adapter and Flywheel Grinder; Radiator Repair Bench and § :
Tools; Radiator and Motors Cook Tank, Propane; Radiator Tank Assemblers for * 1-2hp

Press-Together or Plastic Tank Radiators; Ball Joint Press Kit; McPherson Strut * Auto return stop switch
Spring Compressor; Approx. $500 worth of new parts; Sun Tune-Up Scope;
Snap Compression Tester; Full Line of OTC Testers, Manuals, Monitors, Sets;
Full Line of Air Conditioning Gauges, Detectors, Recycling, Cylinders, Tanks;
B&D Valve and Seat Refacer; SUMMIT 3208 ALARM SYSTEM, w/Siren,
2 Door Sensors, 2 Motion Sensors, will ring in house/shop; All Auto Repair

Tools and Equipment

HjHusqvarna

Tough Name.Tough Equipment.”
www.husqvarna.com

3122 Hwy. 332 ¢ Int'| Falls, MN ¢« (218) 285-7071

EXCEPTIONAL ENERGY®

Littlefork, MN 218-278-6682

For more pictures, see www.reinhardtauctions.com, or call 218-845-2260.
Free iPhone/Android app from our website. MN Lic. #01-15.

Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m




