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FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111
Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan
2447 Rayburn House Oi  ce 
Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211
Website: www.nolan.house.gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Oi  ce of Congressman 
Rick Nolan  (TEMPORARY)
Gerald W. Heaney Federal Building 
and United States Courthouse
515 West First Street, Room 235
Duluth, MN 55802
218-464-5095, 5096, 5097 and 
5098

Brainerd Oi  ce of Congressman 
Rick Nolan
Brainerd City Hall 
501 Laurel Street 
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat
302 Hart Senate Oi  ce
Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Oi  ce:

1200 Washington Avenue
South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220
Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat
Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641
Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton
130 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717
E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill
571 State Oi  ce Building
St. Paul, MN  55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. 
Capitol, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
Capitol Oi  ce phone:
(651) 296-8881 
Email:
www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or contribut-

ing to our online discussions. The Journal’s Opinion page is where 
meaningful community discussions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers
Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signed and include the telephone number and address of the letter writer. Only 

the author’s city address will  be published.
Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, International Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.

To the editor,
My wife, Pheroza, and I have 

just returned to Minneapolis 
after a wonderful visit to the 
communities of International 
Falls and Fort Frances, and I 
wanted to publicly thank you 
for treating us so kindly during 
our visit. And what a visit it 
was!

We traveled back and forth 
across the border by bridge 
and by boat. We met with 
Mayor (Bob) Anderson and 
the International Falls City 
Council, Mayor (Roy) Avis and 
the Fort Frances City Council, 
and the Koochiching County 
Board. We shared wonderful 
meals with members of the 
community. I pulled a rope 
across the Rainy River! (Yes, I 

know, Canada lost.)
For nearly 200 years now, the 

US and Canada have shared 
a peaceful border, and have 
shared the responsibility 
for managing it effectively. 
President (John) Kennedy 
once said: “geography has 
made us neighbors, but history 
has made us friends.” And in 
Canada, we talk often about the 
extraordinary friendship our 
two countries enjoy.

Nowhere is that friendship 
more evident than in your 
communities. You represent 
the best there is when it comes 
to our shared border. You are 
not just neighbors. You are 
friends, family, co-workers, and 
partners.

My office is committed to 

working with Senator (Al) 
Franken, Senator (Amy) 
Klobuchar, and their colleagues 
at all levels of government 
to enhance our linkages; to 
ensure that Canada and the 
US remain the best of friends 
as we work closely together 
on the challenges of today and 
tomorrow.

Thank you, International 
Falls, for the most gracious 
welcome. Canada is truly lucky 
to have you as our closest 
friends, partners, neighbors 
and allies.

See you next year! 
Consul General Jamshed 

Merchant
Consulate General of 

Canada
Minneapolis, MN

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Cross-border community visit beneficial, fun

It’s no surprise that there 
are drugs in schools. Kids are 
using drugs everywhere, right? 
Our school is no different from 
the rest of the nation, but does 
that mean that we should just 
ignore the problem? Are drug 
dogs really the solution? The 
only thing that it does is force 
the student to buy more of 
whatever he or she was caught 
with. I think that we should 
continue drug education in 
high school.

Is it a teacher’s responsibility 
to educate kids on drug abuse? 
I think that it is their duty 
to take action if they know 
for a fact that a student uses 
drugs. Faculty is required to 
discipline a student if he or 
she is caught with drugs on 
school property. Why can’t 
it be required that they talk 
with a student if he or she is 
talking about their drug abuse 
in class? I can think of several 
times when a student has 
shouted out that they got high 
the weekend before, or talk in 
front of a teacher about their 
recent hallucinations or which 
brand of beer they like the best.

The way that teens view 
drugs is the biggest problem. 
Media has glamorized the use 
of marijuana and alcohol. Most 
of kids’ first impression with 
drugs is that they can make 
you happy, and it’s cool to 

abuse them along with your 
friends.

The most a responsible adult 
has ever told me is that drugs 
are bad, and to not do drugs 
because they’re bad. No one ever 
told me why. I had to make the 
decision not to abuse drugs on 
my own. Some of my classmates 
didn’t make that decision. 
I know that about 10 of my 
classmates use drugs for sure, 
and there are probably around 
the same number who do, that 
I don’t know about. About half 
of my class drinks alcohol, or 
has gotten drunk at least once. 
Some of them are just turning 
16. I’m worried to see what kind 
of drivers they become.

Discipline is not enough. 
Just telling a teenager not to 
do something because they 
shouldn’t does not work. You 
need to show them why they 

shouldn’t do it, and how it 
can hurt the people around 
them. For example, last year’s 
homecoming dance at Falls 
High School, some kids showed 
up drunk. After the police 
showed up, even more teens 
ran away scared because 
what they were also doing 
that night might get them in 
trouble. Only half of those who 
initially showed up returned 
to the dance floor after the 
incident. If the kids were 
educated on why they should 
not be drinking, I believe that 
the same people wouldn’t have 
made the decision to do so.

The following week after the 
dance, kids took to Twitter to 
voice their outrage. Those who 
had gotten drunk were scolded 
for “ruining the fun” not 
because what they did halted 
the night’s event, but because 
they had gotten people who 
usually drink, but didn’t get 
drunk, arrested. Is that really 
the response teens should 
have? Shouldn’t they be upset 
because they got drunk, and 
not because their actions got 
kids who usually get away free, 
get caught?

I think that if the school puts 
a few of these ideas into action, 
we would all see a dramatic 
change in how students behave, 
and what kind of adults they 
are sending out into the world.

Eric
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Drugs in our schools

Kudos to all involved in 
securing the federal Trade 
Adjustment Assistance program 
for eligible workers whose jobs 
will be terminated by October 
at the Boise Inc. paper mill in 
International Falls.

The program will assist 
the workers who meet 
certain criteria with a 
variety of benefits, including 
training and their search for 
reemployment.

It appears that our federal 
leaders — Congressman 
Rick Nolan and Sens. Amy 
Klobuchar and Al Franken 
— deserve a pat on the back 
for helping, along with the 
Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic 
Development’s petition, to 
convince the U.S. Department 
of Labor Office of Trade 
Adjustment Assistance that 
the loss of the 265 jobs at the 
local mill is a result of direct 
competition with nations that 
subsidize their paper industry.

The idea that our paper mill 
faces unfair competition with 
other nations is not new to 
Borderland. Local elected and 
union leaders have asked that 

federal leaders push for fair 
trade, not free trade.

Sen. Al Franken, in his letter 
to the Department of Labor, said 
that the trade effect on the paper 
industry in Minnesota has been 
dramatic and sustained within 
the last year and a half.

And Congressman Rick 
Nolan said designating the 
job curtailment at the paper 
mill for TAA confirms “that 
these Boise workers are indeed 
victims of unfair trade by 
foreign competitors subsidized 
by their governments.”

Both leaders said that 
TAA program will assist the 
community, but it is the first 
step in helping the nation’s 
labor force.

They recognize there is a 
larger issue and a next step 
that must be considered: 
Reform of the country’s trade 
laws is needed to protect 
American jobs. We urge 
them to move forward with 
these needed measures to 
ensure that the remaining 
580 jobs at the paper mill 
here and in other places are 
not jeopardized by unfair 
competition.

OUR VIEW

TAA is the 
first step


