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A Dear Abby dinner party
blends good food and fun

DEAR ABBY: I love
cooking for my wife and
friends. There are few
things I find more pleasing
than to put out anice spread
of food and watch people
enjoy. I'm always on the
lookout for more cookbooks,
and you hold the key to my
next big party.

I was reading through
your archives and have
seen many people asking
about your cookbooklets.
I'd love to get them. Can
you print the ordering in-
formation again, soIcanbe
sure I'm sending the right
amount to the right place?
Thanks! — MAN IN THE
KITCHEN IN NORTH
LITTLE ROCK

DEAR MAN IN THE
KITCHEN: I'm glad to
oblige. I have been a com-
pulsive cookbook collector
for many years, so I can
relate. (I'm sure you will
be pleased when you see
that my cookbooklets, while
wide-ranging in content,
take up little space on your
bookshelf.)

Your idea of throwing a
“Dear Abby Dinner Party”
is a good one, and I have
been told the recipes pro-
vide a fun, traditional eat-
ing adventure. All of them

DEAR ABBY

are simple, easy-to-read and
delicious.

One reader described
creating place cards for
her guests decorated with
hearts and flowers. The cen-
terpiece was a “bouquet” of
envelopes addressed to me.
Another reader said she
copied questions from my
column, printed them out
and, as a party game, asked
her guests to supply the an-
swers. (She said that after a
few glasses of wine, some of
the responses were hilari-
ous, but couldn’t be printed
in a family newspaper.)

My cookbooklet set con-
tains more than 100 tasty
recipes, ranging from soups
to salads, appetizers, main
courses and desserts, that
can be used when families
get together to celebrate
holidays and other special

occasions. My mother used
many of them when she
hosted parties, as have 1.
To order, send your name
and mailing address, plus
check or money order for
$14 (U.S. funds) to: Dear
Abby - Cookbooklet Set, P.O.
Box 447, Mount Morris, IL
61054-0447. Shipping and
handling are included in
the price. You will find tips
on entertaining at the be-
ginning of the first booklet.
Anyone who hasn’t enter-
tained before should be sure
to read them.

By following these sug-
gestions, even the most ner-
vous, first-time host can be
confident. I know you will
enjoy the recipes as much
as we have and serve them
with pride.

THOUGHT FOR THE
DAY: It’s not what you put
on the table, but who you
put in the chairs that makes
a successful dinner party.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
through 9.
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6

That’s all there is to it. There’s no

math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to

The solution for to-

30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
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Freeze Flour

Dear Heloise: I wasn’t
using up my flour quick
enough, and it would sit
for months. Then, when I
was ready to use the flour,
it had bugs in it. I would
throw it out and go buy new
flour as I needed it.

Now, I freeze my flour. I
put it in one plastic freezer
bag, seal it and then put
that in another plastic
freezer bag and seal it
again. Now when I go for
my flour, it is always fresh,
dry and, best of all, bug-
free. — Rita R. in Pennsyl-
vania

Just remember to warm
the flour to room tempera-
ture before using. — He-
loise
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
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Previous Cryptoquote: THERE ARE ONLY TWO THINGS
A CHILD WILL SHARE WILLINGLY; COMMUNICABLE
DISEASES AND ITS MOTHER’S AGE. - Benjamin Spock



