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Mom counts lucky stars that
long-distance romance fizzled

DEAR ABBY: I'm a sin-
gle mother. My two sons
are practically grown and
out of the house. I haven’t
dated much over the years,
but there was one manIdid
bond with and cared very
much for at one point.

He lived across the coun-
try, and the long-distance
relationship was difficult.
I was reluctant to move my
kids across the country for
someone I barely knew,
so the relationship ended.
Thank God, I followed my
instinct on that one!

Feeling sentimental one
evening, I went online and
searched for his name. Up
popped a mug shot of him
posted on a Megan’s Law
website, identifying him
as a deviant offender. The
police code indicated he
was someone who had inter-
course with a person under
the age of 13. I couldn’t be-
lieve my eyes.

Now I can’t stop think-
ing about what might have
happened had I not fol-
lowed my instincts. I'm
afraid to date anyone for
fear I'll find another creep.
Is there a way to “screen”
prospective mates with-
out them knowing -- like
a background check for
daters, perhaps? — STILL
SHOCKED IN TEXAS

DEAR STILL
SHOCKED: The way to
screen someone for a crimi-
nal conviction would be to
go online and search in the
state the person lives in or
came from. That, however,
is no guarantee you won’t
meet another creep.

Finding Mr. Right is a
process that involves trial
and error. In many cases,
a lot of error. That’s why
it is better to meet men
through personal introduc-
tions, volunteer groups or

DEAR ABBY

because you have mutual
interests — and even then,
take your time getting to
know them.

DEAR ABBY: May I tell
you about an incident that
happened last Halloween?
I took my daughters, ages
12 and 6, and a co-worker’s
4-year-old son trick-or-
treating. My 12-year-old is
becoming a young woman
and appears older. When
we came to one house, the
homeowner promptly gave
the smaller children candy
and had a conversation
with them, but completely
ignored my older daughter.
She was very hurt, and it
cast a pall on the evening.
I was stunned.

I’'m the kind of person
who doesn’t care how old
you are -- if you're dressed
up for Halloween, you can
come knocking and you’ll
get a treat. I'd rather give
someone candy than have
him or her feel the way my
daughter did.

How should I have han-
dled this? Is there an age
limit for trick-or-treaters?
— FESTIVE MOM IN
KANSAS

DEARFESTIVE MOM:
If you refrained from chal-
lenging the homeowner,
you handled it correctly.
Halloween is a holiday dur-
ing which all of those who

participate celebrate their
inner child. As my dear
mother once said to me,
there were times when the
doorbell would ring and she
wasn’t sure whether to offer
the trick-or-treater candy
or a martini. And I think
THAT’S where I'd draw
the line.

DEARABBY:I'm10andI
have a sister who copies ev-
erythingI do. For example,
I was known for my good
cooking until she made
“amazing” banana bread.
Now nobody thinks I'm
the best cook in the house
anymore.

My sister tags along with
whatever I do. I sell dog
treats; she sells dog treats.
My mom thinks it’s cute
and says I should be flat-
tered. All I want is to be
unique, but it’s hard with
my sister who steals the
show. Please help! — FRUS-
TRATED IN BEND, ORE.

DEAR FRUSTRATED:
Talk to your mother again
about this. While I agree
that your sister’s desire to
do what you do is cute, it
can also create a cutthroat
competition between sib-
lings. Your mother could
avoid this if she would en-
courage your sister to de-
velop interests or talents
of her own and help you
become involved in after-
school activities that do not
include your sister. Sports
or a church group come to
mind.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Saturday’s paper.

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
9 That’s all there is to it. There’s no math

involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle
will be published in
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER 6
Jeremy Sisto, Actor (39)

OCTOBER 7
Simon Cowell, TV producer
(54)

OCTOBER 8
Bruno Mars, Singer (28)

OCTOBER 9
Sean Lennon, Musician (38)

OCTOBER 10
Ben Vereen, Actor (67)

OCTOBER 11
Matt Bomer, Actor (36)

OCTOBER 12
Hugh Jackman, Actor (44)

Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
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Previous Cryptoquote: ALL OF MY FAVORITE PEOPLE -
PEOPLEIREALLY TRUST-NONE OF THEM WERE COOL
IN THEIR YOUNGER YEARS. — Taylor Swift
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