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SENATHLETES

Birthday:
June 18, 1997

Future plans:
Attend St. Cloud State
University, major in criminology

What’s on TV:
Pretty Little Liars

Favorite music:
Pop

Favorite movies:
Scary

What do you drive:
Ford Taurus

Favorite websites:
Facebook, Instagram

Favorite meal:
Chinese

Biggest superstition:
I’ve had the same pair of
throwing shoes, they give me luck.

Worst habit:
Cracking my knuckles

Biggest pet peeve:
When people smack their lips

Talent I'd most like to have:

Be adancer

Dream date:
Channing Tatum

Savanah Olson

The 17-year-old International Falls High School senior competes
in the throwing events on the Bronco gitls track and field team.
She has also been a state qualifier the past four seasons.

Favorite city to visit:
Seattle, Washington

Favorite attribute about yourself:

My eyes

Least favorite attribute:
I’'m a procrastinator

Favorite holiday:

Halloween

Your hero:

My mom and dad

Top-three things
on your bucket list:
Travel the world.

Cliff jumping.
Skydiving

Your motto:

Life isn’t about waiting for
the storm to pass, it’s
learning to dance in the rain.

Favorite memory about

Going to state

your high school career:

Favorite thing to do that
has nothing to do with sports:

Go fishing

Dream job:

Being a profiler for the FBI

Love to trade places
for a day with...

Selena Gomez

Shae Kelley making the most of only season at Minnesota

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) —
The recruiting standard has
been set high by new coach
Marlene Stollings and her
staff at Minnesota.

The one-player class of
senior forward Shae Kelley
has flourished.

The first and only player
Stollings signed since tak-
ing over the Gophers, Kelley
has entered the NCAA Tour-
nament with the fifth-best
scoring average in the Big
Ten at 17.5 points per game.
She’s seventh in the confer-
ence with 9.4 rebounds per
game. Her leadership was

relied on even more after
theloss of star guard Rachel
Banham to a season-ending
injury.

“She gave us the athleti-
cism we didn’t really have
and the versatility we didn’t
really have, and she has
been a large portion of ev-
erything that we’ve done
this year with or without
Rachel,” Stollings said. “If
Shae’s not in the mix here, I
think you see a very differ-
ent-looking Gopher team.”

Kelley took advantage
of the NCAA rule allowing
intra-Division I transfers

We are beyond grateful for the outpouring of care and
concern shown us in the passing of our dad, gramps and
great-gramps, Kenny Bangen.

Special thank you to the EMTs, doctors, nurses and
staff at Rainy Lake Medical Center and the doctor
and nurses at Sanford Bemidji Medical Center for
the wonderful care given him and us; to the staff at
Green-Larsen Mortuary; to all who called, visited, sent
floral arrangements, cards, food, and connected via social
network; and to the staff and his extended family at River's
Edge Villa - we are so thankful.

To those who attended his Celebration of Life - we couldn’t
have asked for a more fitting send-off. No “bells and
whistles" as he wished ... just many, many friends and family
sharing great, funny stories of the guy he was. Past Boise
employees who worked with him/for him; Villa residents in
the 80-plus age category who are missing seeing him on his
carefully-scheduled coffee times and walks through the
halls; our co-workers and friends and lots of loving family.

We are so very proud of the
great man and loving dad,

) grandpa and great-grandpa
_I\NT hewas, and so appreciative
__ of the love shared at his

1 gathering. He would have
loved his day.

We are blessed,
Bonnie and Dave Harris
Tammie and Kevin Calder
and families

to play immediately for
their new school if they’ve
already graduated, decid-
ing to leave Old Dominion
with one year of eligibility
left for major-conference ex-
posure to boost her WNBA
aspirations and, ideally, the
opportunity to finally play
in an NCAA Tournament.

That had been an elusive
goal for the Gophers, too.
They were given the No. 8
seed in the Oklahoma City
Regional and a first-round
game on Friday in South
Bend, Indiana, against De-
Paul in their first NCAA
Tournament appearance
since 2009.

“I thought I'd be a great
additiontothisteamandadd
that extra little ‘oomph,”
Kelley said.

After surpassing 1,000
points in just two seasons
with Old Dominion, Kel-
ley drew plenty of inter-
est. Louisville. Ohio State.
Washington. But she clicked
with Banham and co-star

Amanda Zahui B. on her
visit and felt most comfort-
able with Minnesota.

The Denver native, who
originally signed with Colo-
rado and started her career
at junior college Northwest
Florida State, knew next
to nothing about the state
when she came. This will
likely be her only year here
as a resident, but her se-
nior season has sure been
special.

“She just helped us hang
abanner in Williams Arena
withthereturntothe NCAA
Tournament,” Stollings
said. “And when you hang a
banner, as I tell our kids all
the time, you're up there for
a lifetime.”

Kelley’s official visit came
so soon after Stollings was
hired last spring that she
didn’t even have her staffin
place and had to coordinate
the logistics herself. As the
coach previously at Virginia
Commonwealth, Stollings
and her team played Kelley
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and Old Dominion each of
her years there.

“I knew what a tough
competitor she was and I
knew her skill set very well,”
Stollings said. “She chal-
lenged us to come up with
ways to stop her when we
were playing against her.”

Five freshmen joined the
Gophers this season, too, all
recruited by previous coach
Pam Borton and her staff.
Word began to circulate
last spring about Kelley as
an unexpected bonus for a
program in need of a boost.

“Ididn’t really know who
she was or anything. But I
heard about her,” said guard
Carlie Wagner. “Everybody
was like, ‘This girl’s re-
ally good.” And I was like,
‘Sweet!”’

Kelley’s value was quick-
ly realized in December,
when Banham tore up her
knee just 10 games into the
season.

“Ithink initially we were
all scared. We kind of lost a

little bit of hope at that mo-
ment, just thinking, ‘Our
best player went down.
What’s going to happen with
the Big Ten season now?
What’s going to happen to
our chances to the NCAA
Tournament?”’ Wagner
said. “But we really came
together and surprised peo-
ple, and really surprised
ourselves, with what we
can do.”

Kelley wasn’t fazed.

“Even thoughI'm aleader
on the team and I’'m the
oldest, I think that all of us
stepped up,” Kelley said. “I
personally never got wor-
ried. Rachel was a huge,
huge asset to this team.
And you hate to see that,
especially as another senior
on the team. I just knew
that our team was capable
of still winning games. I
had trust in my teammates.
I just knew that we would
still be able to win games.
We would just have to fight
even harder.”
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