Your Hometown Business Banking team
Tired of waiting for a loan decision from someone who needs a map to find Hudson?
At Citizens State Bank, we provide:
• Fast Loan Decisions
• Local Decision Making
Visit us online at
www.csbnet.net

• Local Loan Servicing
• Experienced Decision Makers
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Additional offices in Elmwood, Menomonie, Roberts, and Woodville

Tom VanPelt

President, CEO
tvanpelt@csbnet.net

Todd Van Wambeke
VP, Business Banking
tvanwambeke@csbnet.net

Jon Fumich

VP, Business Banking
jfumich@csbnet.net

Thursday, November 25, 2021 | hudsonstarobserver.com • riverfallsjournal.com • Serving Hudson, River Falls and New Richmond

2

QUICK
READS

HERO

HUDSON
SCHOOL DISTRICT

River Crest
celebrates
Blue
Ribbon

Prices up
The price of a Thanksgiving
meal in 2021 is experiencing
a 17.25% increase this year,
according to Wisconsin Farm
Bureau’s annual Marketbasket
survey that rang in at $71.49.
According to Wisconsin Farm
Bureau’s Director of Media
Relations and Outreach
Cassie Sonnentag, “Increased
costs from processing to
transportation have led
to increased food prices,
particularly in protein products.”

Students
parade around
school
BY HANNAH COYLE

Staff Writer

Magical scene
Kick off your holiday this year
in charming historic Hudson,
Wisconsin. Light Up Hudson
is a local favorite for both the
beauty and the magic. During
this event Santa is escorted to
Lakefront Park. With a wave of
his wand, he illuminates the
thousands of twinkling lights in
the lavish holiday display along
the St. Croix River. It promises
to be a magical evening for
everyone, no matter what age
you happen to be.
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Gerald “Jerry” Bridges
Jean Jorgenson
Martha Ann Langer
Deloris Pearl Rice
Marsha (Erickson) Thaldorf
Leona B. Ubbelohde
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Bernice Goodrich’s home was engulfed in flames before firefighters arrived Nov. 10.

Thankful to be alive

Good Samaritan rescues woman from fire

BY TOM LINDFORS

Contributor

NEW RICHMOND - Lee Bottem was driving
westbound on Highway 64 on his way home to
Edina, Minnesota, around 9:45 p.m. on Nov. 10
when he saw a bright glow to his right, flames
shooting from a house.
“I immediately pulled in and ran up to
the house and banged on the front door,
rang the doorbell, but no lights came on,”
he recalled.
Bottem called 911 to report the fire. He
gave the operator the address for the house,
stuck the phone in his pocket and began
running toward the flames. In those frenzied moments, he recalled other cars passing by but no one stopping.
When no lights came on, Bottem began
working his way around the outside of the
house banging on windows as he went and
yelling for anyone inside. The fire was well
underway with the garage already engulfed
in flames. In the back of his mind as he
pounded on windows and shouted to be
heard above the fire, Bottem thought to himself, “If someone is inside, are they armed?”
When he got to the bedroom at the end of
See Hero Page A5

River Crest Elementary
School staff and students
celebrated their National
Blue Ribbon honor with
the support of parents
and the Hudson Band.
Shivering parents lined
the streets as the wind
gusted through their ears.
The Hudson band rounded the corner, beginning a
small parade. The mitted
students waving blue ribbons followed River Crest
Principal Kim Osterhues
and former River Crest
Principal Katie Coppenbarger, bearing a “River
Crest Elementary 2021
National Blue Ribbon”
banner.
As the kindergarten
through sixth graders
skipped down the road,
supporters cheered and
waved.
The parade dwindled,
and the students gathered at the front of the
building, with the band
playing beside them.
Coppenbarger and Osterhues addressed the crowd
in congratulations before
the students made their
way back inside, to warm
their noses and wrap up
the rest of their day in the
classroom.
In September, State
Superintendent
Jill
Underly
commended
eight Wisconsin public schools for receiving

A charred car shows the intensity of the Nov. 10 fire.

See Ribbon Page A6

RIVER FALLS

New disc golf course to open 2023

In Sterling Ponds Park
BY HANNAH COYLE

Staff Writer
Once you get out and start
playing, disc golf doesn’t discriminate, Andrew Reese,
River Falls Disc Golf Club, says.
“Any person can play.”
After picking up the sport
in 2012, he and a community
of others have created a club
and are now working on a new
addition to the parks of River

Andrew
Reese of
the River
Falls Disc
Golf Club
on the
fairway of
hole 1 at
Sterling
Hill.

Falls — the 18-hole Sterling
Hill Disc Golf Course in Sterling Ponds Park.
The River Falls City Council
approved the course at its Oct.
12 meeting, but the work started far before then.
Reese has been meeting with
River Falls Park and Recreation
Advisory Board for at least five
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See Course Page A7

Get your passport and start searching
for Santa’s photo from Nov. 7 - Dec. 7

Celebrate the magic of thousands of lights
at Lakefront Park Nov. 26, ‘21 - Jan. 30, ’22

With a wave of his wand, Santa will illuminate
thousands of twinkling lights in a lavish holiday
display along the St. Croix River. Join us at this
magical event in Lakefront Park Nov. 26 at 7pm.

Wear plaid while you shop on Nov. 26
Come support local businesses on Nov. 27

