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Hall faces
ethics
complaint
Finance
Committee
considers
report on
Jan. 13

Least weasels make tracks
through the snow to their
cozy winter home under
the snow. Page A10.

BY JIM JOHNSON

Managing Editor

Fresh off a first place finish
at the Culver’s Cup in
Madison over the holidays,
the St. Croix Valley Fusion
cemented their hold on
first place in the Big Rivers
Conference with a 5-2
victory. Page B1.
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Hudson residents who throw snow back into the street after it has been plowed will face a $50 fine that
was approved by the Common Council on Jan. 4.

City looks to
fine those throwing
snow in street
BY JIM JOHNSON

Managing Editor
Hudson residents who
throw snow into the street
after the streets have been
plowed will face fines to pay
for the city to replow the
streets.
Mike Mroz, city director of
public works and parks, said
it is a problem for snow plow
crews. To save staff time of

going out to estimate the cost
of replowing the roads, the
Common Council approved a
flat fee for violators.
“If a Public Works employee
sees someone blowing snow
back out on the street that has
already been plowed, we are
able to take a picture and send
them a fine,” Mroz said. “I’ve
seen it blatantly where, ‘We
are just shooting it right back
out in the street.’”

He said the act “has to be
egregious” to result in a fine.
Often, Mroz said, the violators are third parties who are
clearing sidewalks for homeowner associations. In those
cases, the fines would go to
the snow-clearing company.
The council approved a flat
$50 fine for violators.

Readers can reach Jim Johnson at
jjohnson@orourkemediagroup.com.

Hudson
Common
Council member Joyce
Hall is facing an ethics
complaint filed by the
former St. Croix County
Republican Party chairman who resigned from
his post following what
Hall called “a call to violence” on the county party’s website.
John Kraft filed an ethics complaint against Hall
after she asked the council to not appoint him as
an election poll worker..
Her request came at a
December council meeting. The council went
ahead and approved Kraft
as a poll worker.
Last January, following
the insurrection in the
U.S. Capitol, Kraft made
a post on the St. Croix
County Republican Party
website that read in part:
“If you want peace, prepare for war. … It is time
to stand and be counted as
a conservative warrior in
the ongoing fight to preserve our Constitutional
Republic. We need to start
See Ethics Page A6

COVID-19

As cases surge, quarantines change
Vaccines,
boosters available
BY HANNAH COYLE

Staff Writer
Both St. Croix and Pierce
County are hovering around a
25% COVID-19 positivity rate.
Hospitals are continuing to
face shortages of space, staff
and supplies. And testing has
become bogged down. Weekly case counts, once hovering
in the teens, are spiking to
PIERCE COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH.
upward of 570.
For more information on
Pierce County number of confirmed and probable cases on a weekly basis.
the Pierce County Public
Health COVID-19 response
19 testing. Due to an increase positive cases of COVID-19 in
and recommendations, visit Testing
in cases as well as an increased
covid-piercecounty-wi.hub.
Wisconsin is experiencing an use of at-home tests, not all
arcgis.com/.
See Covid-19 Page A6
increased demand for COVID-

Your friend in knee
(and hip and shoulder)
If joint pain is slowing you down, we’re here to help. Our team of experts solves
knee, hip and shoulder pain, so you can get back to doing the things you love.
Visit healthpartners.com/stcroixhealth to learn more.

