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Obama Presidential Center construction
halted after noose found on site
HERALD STAFF REPORT

With his wife Marilyn Jackson, father Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr., Cook County Commissioner Stanley Moore, Judge Greg Mathis and others at his side, Jonathan Jackson
smiles at the supporting crowd as he celebrates his election to the 1st Congressional
District at the South Shore Cultural Center, Nov. 8, 2022.
(Photo by Marc C. Monaghan)

Jonathan Jackson elected
to Congress in a landslide
By AARON GETTINGER
Staﬀ writer

Jonathan Jackson, scion of one of Chicago’s
most prominent families in politics and activism, has easily won election to the U.S. House
of Representatives. Jackson will succeed longtime Rep. Bobby Rush in the 1st Congressional
District seat in January
“I am so honored to be your representative

A new community mental health center
providing services free-of-charge on the midSouth Side will be established after area voters
overwhelmingly passed referendums approving it.
The center will provide a range of counseling services and other treatments to uninsured
residents from Kenwood, Hyde Park, Woodlawn and South Shore.
Two referendums appeared on ballots in several precincts within the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 8th
and 20th wards: one asked voters whether they
approved establishing the center in the community, the other whether they approved funding the center with a property tax increase by
0.025% on the Equally Assessed Value (EAV)

See Noose on page 4

from the 1st Congressional District in Illinois,
headed to Washington, D.C.,” Jackson said in a
brief election night victory speech.
The mood of the crowd inside the South
Shore Cultural Center, 7059 S. South Shore
Drive on election night was buoyant, elevated
by a driving, electrified blues band that played
throughout the evening.

See Jackson on page 6

Mid-South Siders vote to create a
free community mental health center

BY ZOE PHARO
Staff writer

Construction was halted at the Obama Presidential Center site in Jackson Park Thursday
morning, Nov. 10, after crews found a noose
someone had planted at the location.
“We have zero tolerance for any form of
bias or hate on our worksite,” a spokesperson
from the Lakeside Alliance consortium of
construction companies said in a statement.
“Lakeside Alliance remains committed to
providing a work environment where everyone can feel safe, be their best self, and be
treated with dignity and respect.”
Work on the center will remain halted until the Lakeside Alliance completes a series
of anti-bias trainings for all staff and work-

ers. The Lakeside Alliance is also offering a
$100,000 reward for information about the
culprit.
The Lakeside Alliance spokesperson said
the police have been notified about the “act
of hate” and that they “will provide any assistance required to identify those responsible.”
Said an Obama Foundation spokesperson,
“This shameless act of cowardice and hate is
designed to get attention and divide us. Our
priority is protecting the health and safety of
our workforce. We have notified authorities
who are investigating the incident.”
A Chicago Police Department spokesperson confirmed that the department is aware

of their home.
Of 25,502 total votes, 93.54% were in support of establishing the center, and of 25,327
total votes, 88.14% supported the property tax
increase (amounting to $4 per $1000 in taxes
for homeowners annually), according to the
Chicago Board of Elections.
Within Hyde Park-Kenwood, of the 10,826
votes on the measure to establish the center,
92.69% were in favor; of the 10,640 votes on
funding the center, 88.05% were in favor.
Rapheal Arteberry, a lead organizer from the
Coalition to Save Our Mental Health Centers
said he was surprised it was such a high “yes”
vote. “It was a higher voter turnout as well, that
was crazy and really pivotal to the campaign,”
he added.
See Mental Health on page 6

Harper Theater, 5238 S. Harper Ave., on Friday, Nov. 4, 2022.
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Harper Theater to close in November
By ZOE PHARO
Staﬀ writer
Harper Theater’s ownership is changing
hands, and the theater will temporarily close
on Nov. 30 for months of renovations and other proprietary changes, before reopening early
next year.
Tony Fox, who has been in charge of the
theater at 5238 S. Harper Ave. for the past 10
years, said he’s retiring from show business. “It
was the honor of a lifetime, but I’m getting out
of the movie theater business,” he said.
Even before the pandemic, smaller movie theaters across the country struggled with
declining ticket sales; for owners like Fox,
COVID-19 shutdowns and an insufficient consumer rebound were the nails in the coffin.

“We definitely did not turn a profit the last
couple of years,” said Fox.
The movie theater has never been his primary gig; Fox is also the president of ADF Capital,
Ltd., where he works as a mixed-used building
developer, lawyer and real estate broker. With
the rising costs of running a small theater, however, Fox finally decided to step down.
Fox said that it became more difficult to negotiate with studios in 2019, after the Trump
administration’s Department of Justice moved
to roll back antitrust case law regulating film
distribution. The eventual repeal of The Paramount Decree of 1948, which placed bans on
things like “block booking” (selling multiple
films in a package to force theaters to play
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