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Union leader,
Rush blame
management
for mail woes

By CHRISTIAN BELANGER
Staﬀ writer

Union leader Mack Julion
and U.S. Rep. Bobby Rush
blamed Republican opposition, understaffing, and
poor management for problems with local mail delivery
during a virtual town hall
Tuesday evening.
In Hyde Park and other
South Side neighborhoods,
some residents say mail delivery has been particularly
erratic as of late. One resident told CBS 2 recently that
he had not gotten his medical
prescription in weeks; a woman posted on social media that
her wedding rings had still not
been delivered a few days before the ceremony.
Many of the complaints
have centered on the Henry
W. McGee Post Office, 4601
S. Cottage Grove Ave., which
came under fire last year for
similar issues. As the Herald
reported at the time, Ald. Sophia King (4th) held a community meeting to address
the problems — her office has
said it is looking into the situation.
As the pandemic has
dragged on, the United States
Postal Service (USPS) has
found itself facing a budgetary shortfall. This spring, the
agency appealed to Congress
for additional funding — at
one point, it warned that it
might run out of money by
the early fall. The debate has
largely broken down over
partisan lines, however, with
President Donald J. Trump
calling the service “a joke,”
and shooting down legislation in March that would have
provided the agency with $13
billion. The agency was even-
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Drummer Jeremy Joel Warren and dancer Izaiah Harris join saxophonist Isaiah
Collier during a “Royal Session” on July 14.
(photo by Marc Monaghan)

Musicians enliven pandemic doldrums
at ‘Royal Sessions’ in Jackson Park
By MARC MONAGHAN
Contributing writer
Jazz saxophonist Isaiah
Collier often takes walks
when he is in Hyde Park;
on one of those walks earlier this summer he came
upon Jackson Park’s Woman’s Garden.
The garden’s sunken circular lawn is deep green
and bordered by yellow
and red day lilies planted
behind a knee-high stone
retaining wall. Trees shade
the garden. An afternoon
lake breeze often provides
some relief to the summer
heat.
“Man, this is dope,” Collier said to himself as he
wandered into the garden.
Collier came back another day, saxophone in
hand, and practiced.
“It just hit me over the
head,” said Collier. “This
could be a place to activate
something.”

Collier called his friend,
jazz vocalist and clarinetist, Angel Bat Dawid, and
told her about the garden.
“I was like, ‘What if
we get a space, we’re not
closed, you know, and we
just come here and do us.”
And they did. Together,
Collier and Dawid started
the “The Royal Sessions.”
A “Royal Session,” is an
informal gathering of musicians, dancers and artists
who create, improvise and
perform.
During a recent session,
a group of about 20 people sat on the lawn in the
shade. At the far edge of
the circle, Collier leaned
forward and directed a
trio of young musicians.
The three lifted their horns
and started to play. Dawid
stood, tilted her head and
sang a soft lament. The
sounds moved together;
they embraced. The afternoon sun filtered through

the leaves; its rays painted
the grass with a soft dancing dapple.
“Some magical things
have been [happening
here] in the time period
that we have been playing music,” said Dawid.
“When I come here, all-ofa-sudden, I feel like I am
transported into another
realm. And then we start
playing music, and things
start moving in ways I cannot really explain.”
“We are the most segregated city in the country,” Collier said. “We had
to find a way to agree on
something. Just something.
“And the last time I
checked, we are all using
the same twelve notes, all
of us are using cameras, all
of us are using the same 12
colors on the primary color
wheel. So, let’s create, together.
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Mayor Lori Lightfoot,
Ald. Jeanette Taylor (20th)
and the Community Benefits
Agreement Coalition are supporting a compromise Woodlawn Housing Preservation
Ordinance that modifies the
mayor’s draft legislation to
accommodate more housing
for lower-income households
in the neighborhood.
The ordinance is a suite of
programs designed to fulfill
campaign promises made by
the mayor, Taylor and Ald.
Leslie Hairston (5th) to counter fears of gentrification and
displacement ahead of the
establishment of the Obama
Presidential Center in Jackson
Park.
The new draft ordinance
shifts several of the housing
programs in the original legislation to accommodate households with lower incomes. For
instance, the compromise ordinance adds a stipulation that
a quarter of city-owned vacant
lots in Woodlawn will be used
for developments where at
least 30% of the housing units
are set aside for households
earning 50% of Area Median
Income (AMI), about $25,000
for a family of four, or less.
For a household of two,
50% of AMI is $36,400 —
in Woodlawn, about half of
households earn less than
$25,000, according to the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for
Planning.
Similarly, Lightfoot’s original ordinance required that a
fifth of the housing units created through the Preservation
of Existing Affordable Rent-
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als (PEAR) program should
be affordable up to 80% AMI
— $58,250 for a household of
two. In the compromise version, those units are now set
aside for lower-income households: half for those making
50% or less of AMI, the other
half for those at or below 30%
of AMI.
On a press call, Housing
Commissioner Marisa Novara
said the affordability level set
by the federal government is
generally up to 60% of an area
median income for a metropolitan area, which is often
very high for low-income
neighborhoods in Chicago itself.
“What we’re trying to do
here, and what members
of the working group really pushed, is to specify that
some of these units have got
to reach to the lower income
of people who are currently
in Woodlawn now,” she said.
The proposal went into the ordinance because of fears that
new home construction would
only be affordable to high-income households without it.
The revisions reflect a point
made by members of the CBA
Coalition who have criticized
Lightfoot’s administration for
touting the affordability provisions in the original ordinance while failing to deliver
enough housing for those at
the lowest end of the income
distribution. But it also retains
the general framework proposed by the Lightfoot administration, including $4.5 million of funding for new and
expanded housing programs
in the neighborhood.
Other changes include a
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