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TAKE US WITH YOU

PLANNING A TRIP?

@HometownNewsIndianRiver @hometownnewsirc @HometownNewsIRC

‘Touring with the Townies’  features 
reader-submitted photos
from travels. Let’s see how many
places we can go! Send in your
picture or questions to 
newsfp@hometownnewsmediagroup.com

Give Your Give Your 
Loved Ones  Loved Ones  

A A 
Beautiful Beautiful 

Smile!  Smile!  
3975 20th Street, Suite 2 • Vero Beach • 772-564-0724 • View Lanap Video @ www.yourcosmeticdentist.com

 
 Comprehensive Exam & Full 

Mouth Series of X-rays.
 New Patients Only.

Offer Expires 02-29-20

DENTAL SERVICES 
INCLUDE

Invisalign • Root Canals • Children 2 years & up
Crown & Bridge • Nitrous Oxide to Reduce Anxiety
Veneers & Bonding • Dental Implants • Extractions
Tooth Colored Fillings • Partial Dentures • Dentures

Laser Surgery for Periodontal Disease (LANAP)

$50 
OFF

(Offer not valid with Insurance or any other coupons)
The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel 
payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service. Examination or treatment that is 
performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free 
discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment. D0150, D0210

Reiner Family DentalReiner Family Dental

ADOPT US

This cuddley cats are 
available for adoption 
through the Humane Society 
of Indian River County. 

PET OF THE WEEK 3 CATCH 13

There's nothing "sheepish" 
about the size of this 
fisherman's Catch of the 
Week!

HUGE CATCH

Anthony Inswasty/staff photographer
The 29th annual Fellsmere Frog Leg Festival took over downtown Fellsmere 
January 16-19. Here,two of the Frog Leg Festival mascots share a word.

Feeling froggyCommunity 
calendar
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21 

THROUGH SUNDAY FEBRUARY 
9

• The 39 Steps by Patrick 
Barlow:  Based on the novel 
by John Buchnan.  Mix a 
Hitchcock masterpiece with 
a juicy spy novel, add a dash 
of Monty Python and you 
have The 39 Steps, a 
fast-paced whodunit for 
anyone who loves the magic 
of theatre. Winner of two 
Tony Awards, the play is filled 
with nonstop laughs, over 
150 characters (played by 
four actors), a plane crash, 
handcuffs, missing fingers, 
and some good old-fash-
ioned romance.  January 21, 
22, 23, 29 and 30 at 7:30 
p.m.  January 22, 25, 26, 29 
and 30 at 2 p.m.  January 
24, 25 and 31 at 8 p.m.  
February 1, 2, 5, 8 and 9 at 2 
p.m.  February 1, 7 and 8 at 
8 p.m.  February 4, 5 and 6 
at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are $65 
and performances take place 
on the Waxlax Stage at 
Riverside Theatre.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24

• Backstage Tours:  
Explore the back stage of 
Riverside Theatre with a 
guided tour of the various 
shops, stand on stage where 
the actors perform, and 
experience the history of 
Florida’s largest professional 
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INDIAN RIVER COUNTY — The School District 
of Indian River County has released its 2020 legislative 
priorities.

The first priority for SDIRC is supporting student 
safety and mental health services. The SDIRC calls on 
the legislature to continue funding for school safety 
capital projects to allow for additional campus infra-
structure enhancements.

The Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Pub-
lic Safety Act provided funding for districts to improve 
the physical safety at school sites. This funding has 

enabled districts to begin to address the upgrades 
needed to strengthen the physical security aspects at 
schools. But the district says the costs associated with 
these enhancements are much greater than can be 
accomplished with the amount of available funding, so 
additional funding would support school safety capital 
projects, allowing for additional campus infrastruc-
ture enhancements.

The SDIRC calls on the legislature to maintain 
funding for the Mental Health Assistance Allocation, 
to serve more students and families who need mental 
health services.

School district names 
priorities for 2020

VERO BEACH — Vero Beach artist 
Barry Shapiro has launched his second 
sock drive to help the homeless. Socks are 
being collected at 10 locations.

“The number one requested items at 
shelters are socks,” Mr. Shapiro told 
Hometown News. “So simple and yet the 
need is enormous. We can do something 
about this. That’s why we don’t ask for 
money, just socks, which are inexpensive 
yet go a long way to helping people in 
need. Socks are very important, particu-
larly with older people, or people who 
have health issues.”

“Veterans, victims of crime, mental ill-
ness, unemployed workers finding it hard 
to make ends meet, people who had 
unexpected illness or accidents and did 
not have insurance or were under-in-
sured; there is no one reason for home-
lessness. We cannot sweep these people 
under the rug.”

In 2019, Mr. Shapiro conducted his 
first sock drive, and he was overwhelmed 
by the support from the community. He 
decided to make it an annual event.

“One woman I know went to Wal-Mart 
and bought every package of socks on the 
shelf that day,” Mr. Shapiro said. “I am 
hoping for this kind of response again. 
The enthusiasm for this project is spread-
ing and it’s very inspiring to see.”

The 2019 goal was to collect 500 pair, 
and 800 were collected. This year, the 
goal is 1,000 pair of socks. Socks will be 
distributed to several charities that 
administer to the homeless, including 
The Source in Vero Beach.

Men’s, women’s and children’s socks are 

Sock drive 
to help 
homeless
By Mike Winikoff
mwinikoff@hometownnewsmediagroup.com

See SCHOOLS, page 3 See SOCKS, page 2
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