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TAKE US WITH YOU

PLANNING A TRIP?
‘Touring with the Townies’ 
 features reader-submitted photos 
from travels. Let’s see how many 
places we can go! Send in your 
picture or questions to 
newsfp@hometownnewsmediagroup.com

FOR DAILY UPDATES ON COVID-19 PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGES
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Voted   #1  Year  after  Year!

Sevin Bullwinkle/staff photographer
Cameron Rogerson with Boy Scouts of America Troop 422 works on his Eagle 
Scout project with fellow scouts at Heathcote Botanical Gardens in Fort Pierce 
on Sunday, July 19. The Scouts renovated and enlarged the Community Gar-
den, including replacing old fencing, and clearing some brush. Here, Cameron 
Rogerson folds up the old barrier fence.

Scouting out hard work

TREASURE COAST — As local school districts 
push back reopening dates to better prepare both 
teachers and campuses for in-person learning amid 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, multiple voices 
espouse conflicting opinions on both the impor-
tance of face-to-face instruction and the dangers of 
packing children of all ages onto school buses and 

into crowded classrooms.  
Locally, both the Indian River County and the St. 

Lucie County school districts announced July 20 
they would postpone the opening of the fall semes-
ter until Aug. 24 to help administrators better pre-
pare their teachers and campuses for safer face-to-
face instruction. The superintendent of the former, 
David Moore, admitted via Facebook that day his 

Multiple opinions overlap 
on school re-openings

FORT PIERCE – With its unanimous 
backing of text amendments to St. Lucie 
County’s Comprehensive Plan and Land 
Development Regulations and a related 
rezoning request,  the Planning & Zon-
ing Commission reignited the vision of a 
novel 2006-era development proposed 
to rise along Indrio Road here just east 
of I-95.

The county’s outside consultant for 
what’s known as the Indrio & I‐95 Devel-
opment, Kara Wood of Calvin, Giorda-
no & Associates, took P&Z commission-
ers July 16 through a detailed description 
of the requests sought by Miami real 
estate developer Gustavo Lumer.

“We have the Comprehensive Plan 
text amendment that is being brought 
forward by the applicant to facilitate the 
site plan rezoning that they are propos-
ing,” she said. “Next, we’ll be talking 
about land development code text 
amendments, which are fairly minor in 
nature [and] designed to allow the appli-
cant greater flexibility. Lastly, we’ll be 
talking about the actual site plan and 
rezoning. It’s a lot of information, but it’s 
all about the same general topic.”

Ms. Wood explained how both St. 
Lucie County residents and staff had 
striven during the height of the early 
2000s real estate boom to create a novel 
plan to avoid the massive cookie-cutter 
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See P&Z, page 7
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See SCHOOLS, page 4

REMEMBER THE...

These loyal readers took us 
along to one of the most 
infamous battle sites in 
Texas. 

CATCH OF THE WEEK  10 CRIME 5

Check out this week's 
felony arrest reports from 
the St. Lucie County 
Sheriffs Office and local 
departments. 

ARREST REPORT
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Due to events being postponed 
or canceled because of COVID-19 
concerns, we will not be publishing 
the calendar or Out and About until 

further notice.


