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Who's a good boy?

Sevin Bullwinkle/staff photographer
Isiah Ismachado, 8, gives Target’s Mascot ‘Spot’ a pat.

Council approves 
Winterlakes Park

PORT ST. LUCIE — The City Council voted 
unanimously Dec. 10 to approve the contract for a 
$1.6 million neighborhood park they said should 
have actually cost much more while expressing 
fears residents will be unsatisfied with the initial 
results. 

Port St. Lucie staff originally planned for the 
Council to handle the approval of the Winterlakes 
Neighborhood Park contract as part of its non-dis-
cussion Consent Agenda, but Vice-Mayor Shan-
non Martin pulled the item for clarification. Ms. 
Martin admitted to meeting with city staff that 
same day to discuss the planned 28-acre park, 
comparing it to the much smaller Woodland Trails 
Park opened by the city last June.

“I wanted to have more information about what 
we’re going to be looking at as far as a design/build 
contract,” she said. “I just want to make sure as we 
go through this process that we can add more 
things if we need to. This park is double in size to 
what the Woodland Trails Park is, and I want to 
make sure that our final product we’re going to 
present to the public has that wow factor.”  

The Current $1.66 million budget includes the 
sitework and preparation for two clay baseball/

softball fields, utility work and landscaping, split-
rail fencing and sidewalks, three pavilions and a 
three-run dog park. It also incorporates a $152,000 
pullout for a direct-purchase restroom and a 
$100,000 contingency fund for incidentals. It does 
not include, however, the volleyball, tennis and 
pickleball courts, picnic tables, bike racks and 
lakeside trail part of the original proposed con-
tract. Those now form part of a separate list of 
unfunded optional items valued at $1.3 million. 

Assistant Director of Parks & Recreation Brad 
Keen attempted to allay the vice-mayor’s concerns, 
emphasizing that he’d learned of new funding 
within that last couple of weeks that could poten-
tially be used to fund additional park elements. 

“The additional funds that have become avail-
able that were carry forward from last year [are] 
going to allow us during the design process to pull 
some additional items that we originally couldn’t 
afford in the original contract and be able to get 
several of those items,” he said. “We, of course, 
would identify these additional project elements 
and then come back to the Board in the form of a 
project change-order allocating the funds for the 
specific project elements.”

His explanation failed to sway Mayor Gregory 
Oravec, who agreed with the vice-mayor but 

Leaders 
offer 
look at 
New Year

ST. LUCIE COUNTY — Like many 
other Americans, governmental, civic 
and business leaders often take time at 
the start of a new year to look back upon 
the old year to express their thanksgiv-
ing for past accomplishments and make 
resolutions for the future. Follow along 
as we hear their hopes and desires to 
meet the challenges and expectations of 
2019.

St. Lucie County District 1 Commis-
sioner Chris Dzadovsky sincerely wishes 
that every level of government begins to 
listen to constituents “in a bipartisan 
manner” and maintains a constant focus 
on the needs of our community and 
country.

“My resolution as commissioner is to 
work to maintain the positive direction 
St. Lucie County has taken with inter-
governmental cooperation from all four 
corners of the county,” he said. “That 
includes seeing Port St. Lucie, Fort 
Pierce and St. Lucie County business 
development efforts succeed, which will 
provide private investments, jobs and a 
12-month-a-year economy.”

In addition to hopes for the continued 
growth and manufacturing development 
at the Port of Fort Pierce and the Trea-
sure Coast International Airport, Com-
missioner Dzadovsky is dreaming big to 
see the economic growth impact the 
city’s less prosperous areas and contin-
ued efforts to improve water quality in 
the Indian River Lagoon.

“The opportunity for infill develop-
ment is just waiting for infrastructure 
support to encourage private invest-
ment,” he emphasized. “Securing water 
and septic-to-sewer wastewater options 
community-wide and fighting to keep 
bio-solids and other contaminants from 
our waterways would support a cleaner 
Lagoon. Part of this big picture is the 
opportunity to remove the aging waste-
water plant from the island… an envi-
ronmental threat that looms along the 
Indian River Lagoon.”

The commissioner also has a poignant 
individual resolution as well.

“My personal resolution after a per-
sonal family loss is to make the time to 
reconnect and visit family members 
more often,” he explained.

Fort Pierce Mayor Linda Hudson said 
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