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ANNOUNCEMENT

Due to events being postponed 
or canceled because of COVID-19 
concerns, we will not be publishing 
the calendar or Out and About until 

further notice.

TAKE US WITH YOU

‘Touring with the 
Townies’  features 
reader-submitted 
photos from 
travels. Let’s see 
how many places 
we can go! Send in 
your picture or 
questions to 

PLANNING A TRIP?

newsfp@hometownnewsmedia-
group.com

PORT ST. LUCIE — The City Coun-
cil unanimously adopted an ordinance 
May 11 formally authorizing the launch 
of the $9.2 million incentive package 
approved more than two years ago to 
entice City Electric Supply to remain 
here and build its new facility in the 
Southern Groves Jobs Corridor. The 
city’s Building Department approved 
the certificate of occupancy for the 
411,000-square-foot manufacturing 
and distribution facility at 11675 Tom 
Mackey Blvd in January. 

Business Navigator Elijah Wooten 
told the Council the company had sub-
mitted its ad valorem tax exemption 
application to both city staff and the St. 
Lucie County Property Appraiser’s 
Office in tandem with the completion 
of its nearly $38-million building in Jan-
uary. That triggered a financial analysis 
report by the latter, which revealed a 
reduction in property tax proceeds of 
almost $200,000 this year due to the 
City Electric exemption and a smaller 
one for Expert Shutters. 

“The total revenue available to Port 
St. Lucie for the current fiscal year from 
ad valorem taxes is $54,425,852.97,” he 
said. “The revenue lost to the city this 
fiscal year due to prior ad valorem tax 
revenues granted is $3,595.41, which 
was Expert Shutters. The estimate of the 
revenue lost if the exemption were 
granted, and property leased by City 
Electric Supply was subject to taxation 
is $191,456.64. The estimate of the tax-

Sevin Bullwinkle/staff photographer
Pace Center for Girls 2020 graduates got a free photo shoot with Maryann Ket-
cham on Monday, May 4 at the PACE Center For Girls in Fort Pierce. Pace pro-
vides girls and young women the opportunity to improve their odds of a better 
future through education, counseling, training and advocacy. For more infor-
mation please visit www.pacecenter.org. Here, Nicole Lovely helps Taia 
Brookes prepare for her photo shoot.

The brightest of futures

PORT ST. LUCIE — St. Lucie County School 
District staff decided May 15 to only offer summer 
school virtually this year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic but told the School Board three days 
earlier that it may offer a blended model of both 
virtual and in-person instruction on its school 
campuses for the 2020-21 School Year. 

Superintendent E. Wayne Gent had originally 
touted the idea of doing a blended summer school 
model during the May 13 Board meeting but 
decided not to wait upon Florida Department of 
Education approval for the Title 1 program, 
according to Chief Communications Officer Lydia 

Martin. 
“A weekly staff meeting was held later in the 

week to discuss the various options in detail,” she 
said via email May 19. “The superintendent made 
the decision during that meeting to move forward 
with the virtual summer school and not wait upon 
the DOE decision.”

Mr. Gent described that same blended instruc-
tion option May 12 as a potential way for schools 
to provide the six feet of social distancing suggest-
ed by the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta in 
order to curb transmission of the coronavirus. He 
admitted fall plans were still a work in progress 
and would be implemented in tandem with both 

County schools pondering 
fall options
School superintendent decides on virtual-only summer school 
while debating blended models for fall session
By Donald Rodrigue
For Hometown News

See SCHOOLS, page 3

City 
approves 
incentive
package
Over the next nine 
years, the company 
will save hundreds of 
thousands in taxes in 
exchange for job 
creation
By Donald Rodrigue
For Hometown News

See ELECTRIC, page 1

OPINION 6

Check out this week's 
submissions from you, the 
readers! 

RANTS AND RAVES

TOURING  10

This reader traveled to the 
City of Brotherly Love and 
brought us long for some 
historic site-seeing.  

LET FREEDOM RING

CRIME  5

Check out the latest 
arrests from St. Lucie 
County Sheriff's Office and 
other local departments. 

ARREST RECORDS


