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Home of the famous Sweeties SignHome of the famous Sweeties Sign

Every Wednesday and 
Saturday in the parking lot,

at dark. 
Order your favorite food and 
beverage  while you enjoy a 

complimentary MOVIE. July 31st - Jurassic Park
Aug 4th - Failure to Launch
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TOWNIE

You'll never guess where this 
reader took his copy of 
Hometown News

TOURING WITH THE TOWNIE 12TAKE US WITH YOU

PLANNING A TRIP?

CATCH OF THE WEEK 11

This local angler caught a 
massive fish in the Atlantic 
Ocean

WHAT A CATCH!
‘Touring with the Townies’  features 
reader-submitted photos from
travels. Let’s see how many
places we can go! Send in your
picture or questions to 
newsfp@hometownnewsmediagroup.com

ADOPT ME

This beautiful cat is one of 
two that we are featuring as 
our adoptable pets of the 
week

PET OF THE WEEK 2

SATURDAY JULY 31

• Tales On The Trails - Mer-
ri-Lee Monarch:  Come out to 
the Savannas Preserve State 
Park in Port St. Lucie on 
Saturday July 31 from 10 am 
to 2 pm to follow the tale of 
Merri-Lee Monarch. 

It is the final chapter in the 
five-part literacy program - 
Tales on the Trails.

The environmentally 
themed storybook Merri-Lee 
Monarch will be placed along 
a trail for visitors to read as 
they stroll along.

Pick up your Tales on the 
Trails Passport at the trail 
entrance, and earn prizes 
and stamps. Tales On The 
Trails is geared toward 
kindergarten through fourth 
grade, but everyone is 
welcome. Visitors are 
expected to maintain 
distances of at least six feet 
apart.

The trail is unpaved and 
maybe muddy. We encour-
age closed toed shoes that 
can get wet. 

Park Admission Fee of $3 
per vehicle is required with 
up to 8 people, or $2 per per-
son for anyone arriving at the 
park on foot or by bicycle. 
Passes are valid for one-day 
entry. You can purchase a 
one-day pass online by 
visiting www.floridastate-
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Make-A-Wish Southern 
Florida granted four-year-
old Tuyet-Nhi’s wish, a 
backyard playhouse mod-
eled after the house in her 
favorite movie, “Up” on 
Friday, July 23 in Fort 
Pierce. Tuyet-Nhi has 
battled congenital heart 
disease and other serious 
medical conditions her 
entire life, with multiple 
open-heart surgeries in her 
past and more expected in 
the future. Through it all, 
the non-verbal, autistic 
child has enjoyed the 
distraction of Disney and 
Pixar-animated films, 
especially “Up.”Here,Tuyet 
Nhi, 4, brings her ‘My Little 
Pony’ toys to her play-
house.
Sevin Bullwinkle/staff photographer

FORT PIERCE — After a marathon discussion, 
the City Commission here voted unanimously July 
19 to approve a short-term rental registration ordi-
nance that will enable Airbnbs to exist in nearly 
every zoning district and negate the need for the 
currently required conditional use permits. 

The majority of the Planning Board voted on 
June 14 to recommend approval of the ordinance, 
with commissioners voting 4-0 on first reading 
July 6 to approve the document while asking staff 
to tinker with some of the wording in the interim. 
During the latest hearing, commissioners 
expressed concerns about how Airbnb owners 
would disseminate the city’s new regulation infor-

Fort Pierce passes 
disputed Airbnb Ordinance

FORT PIERCE — Commissioner 
Rufus Alexander formally announced 
his intention to abruptly retire via a let-
ter submitted to the city the morning of 
the July 19 City Commission meeting. 

Commissioner Alexander has missed 
all but a handful of meetings since Janu-
ary due to health reasons and has not 
appeared in person since the onset of 
the coronavirus more than a year ago. 
This has required one of his fellow com-
missioners to regularly excuse his 
absences due to a city charter require-
ment requiring the removal of a sitting 
commissioner after four unexcused 
absences. Commissioner Thomas Pero-
na broached the topic prior to City 
Clerk Linda Cox calling the roll during 
the latest meeting. 

“The reason why I asked to intercede 
before the roll call is because after this 

Fort 
Pierce 
official 
abruptly 
retires

Editor's Note: On Wednesday, July 28, 
2021 Commissioner Rufus Alexander 
passed away at Treasure Coast Hospice. 
This story went to press before his passing. 
We offer our sincere condolences to the 
Commissioner's family and friends. The 
City of Fort Pierce has lost a true champion 
for its community.

See ALEXANDER, page 4

By Donald Rodrigue
For Hometown News

A wish come true

Commissioners agree to a registration process that will negate 
the need for conditional use permits on such rentals
By Donald Rodrigue
For Hometown News

See AIRBNB, page 3


