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By Jonathan Stefonek

lpedit@hngnews.com

At the end of a an all-day 
meeting of the Columbia 
County Board of Supervisors, a 
2023 budget was approved with 
several amendments, some 
controversy, and harsh criti-
cism directed at the recently 
re-elected state legislators.

Indications of diffi  culties in 
the process appeared in the Nov. 
9 meeting of the Board’s Finance 
Committee, which began with 
Board Chairman Chris Polzer, 
of Poynette, announcing that 
Supervisor Matthew Rohrbeck, 
of Columbus, had been removed 
from the position of committee 
chair the day before.

When the fact of Rohr-
beck’s removal came up in the 
full Board meeting on Nov. 15, 

it came as a surprise to many 
supervisors. Polzer explained 
that it was a decision made 
under the authority and discre-
tion of the Board Chair, after 
consultation with attorneys in 
the Columbia County Offi  ce of 
Corporation Counsel.

� e Nov. 9 meeting, following 
Polzer’s announcement, pro-
ceeded to the agenda with previ-
ously-Vice Chair Darren Schro-
eder, of Columbus, managing 
the meeting. Schroeder is Chair 
of the Columbia County High-
way Committee and Secretary 

of the Executive Committee.
In the meeting, the Finance 

Committee would vote on a 
draft budget that Rohrbeck 
had previously presented to 
the Board of Supervisors at the 
October meeting, in which he 
covered proposed cuts across 
departments including elimi-
nation of the Columbia County 
Court OWI Court, Teen Court, 
and Drug Court, elimination of 
a public health nurse position, 
and reduction of library support 
to state mandated minimum.

Before the vote on approval 
was taken in the Finance Com-
mittee, Supervisor Douglas 
Richmond, of West Point, aired 
his misgivings over the budget, 
calling it a fi nancial “stopgap” 
that does not look to the future 
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Megan Wetzler, owner of 

Buttercream Bakery and 

Cookie Boutique, pours out 

a glass of white for one of the 

many visitors on Nov. 11 as 

part of Candyland on Main 

Street in Lodi. The event, 

organized by the Lodi and 

Lake Wisconsin Chamber 

of Commerce invited locals 

and visitors to take an eve-

ning walk from the Candy 

Castle (Chamber of Com-

merce building) to stops 

around downtown for sip-

ping and shopping. But-

tercream featured a two-

for-one, with another table 

of wines poured by Sheri 

Birchler, whose photogra-

phy studio is on the build-

ing’s second fl oor.

Too late for coff ee

Columbia County passes budget, 
challenges laid at state legislators
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The Columbia County Board of Supervisors had a packed house for their 

annual budget vote, many of which, such as Patti Herman of Lodi, came 

to speak on the behalf of public libraries, which were proposed to be the 

subject of budget cuts. An amendment later restored that library funding.
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