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Local 
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answers questions 

and concerns about 

upcoming COVID 

vaccines
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T
his is the moment 
the world has been 
waiting for. 

With millions of Americans out of work, and millions 
more who have tested positive for COVID-19, multiple 
vaccines are on the way from drug companies.

But there are many questions that surround these vac-
cines, like when will the average person be able to take 
one and will that be safe?

Pfi zer and its German partner BioNTech are two of 
the fi rst drug companies to seek approval from the Food 
and Drug Administration on an emergency coronavirus 
vaccine in December. And Moderna Inc. was right be-
hind them, along with AstraZeneca.

Johnson & Johnson also is in fi nal-stage testing to see 
if its vaccine candidate could work with just one dose. 

Vaccines normally take years to produce and to be ap-
proved by the FDA, but through the United States “Warp 
Speed” program, vaccines for the virus are being massed 
produced at a rapid pace.

Multiple vaccine candidates are what government 
leaders are hoping for to stamp out the pandemic, which 
has been on the upswing in the U.S. and Europe. Most of 
the drug companies making a coronavirus vaccine so far 
claim about a 95 percent eff ective rate.

But with the speed 
of the vaccines, the ques-
tion remains if people will feel safe to 
take it. 

Millions of doses will be ready soon, but who gets 
that fi rst and who will take that remains to be seen. 

With so many questions and speculation surround-
ing the vaccines, Samroz Jakvani, epidemiologist with 
the Jeff erson County Health Department, is clearing up 
some questions and concerns about vaccines, including 
the one for COVID-19.

Here are his responses:

Do all vaccines work the same?
Jakvani: No, but they strive to accomplish the same 

eff ect by providing immunity to the virus. Vaccines pre-
pare your immune system to fi ght disease by taking ad-
vantage of the fact that the immune system can ‘remem-
ber’ infectious organisms. 

Each vaccine contains a killed or weakened form of 
the organism (usually a virus or bacterium) that causes a 

par-
ticular 
d i s e a s e . 
Even though 
the organism in the 
vaccine has been altered 
so that it won’t make you ill, 
the part of the organism that stim-
ulates your immune system to respond 
(the antigen) is still present. 

While the live vaccines can provide lifelong im-
munity after only one or 2 doses, periodic booster dos-
es are needed to maintain immunity with some of the 
other types of vaccines. 
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