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Exploring new places and cul-
tures can change a person. It offers 
new perspectives on how we live 
and how we learn. A pair of DeFor-
est area youth received that model 
and added a twist this spring. Some-
times, travel changes the world for 
the better.

Ashley Vilaysane is a student at 
DeForest Area High School and Beran 
Sarr Jr. attends Windsor Elemen-
tary School. Along with mom, Stepha-
nie Sarr, they took a family trip to The 
Gambia and Senegal in spring and 
connected with a local school.

“There is a lot of good opportuni-
ties,” Stephanie Sarr said. “We saw 
the students can connect. The world 
is big, but it’s local and the kids like 

to do the same thing wherever they 
are. The world is big, but when you 
start to travel it’s small. My kids 
realize no matter what you have, 
they were able to smile and run out-
side and play.”

The Gambia is the smallest coun-
try on the Africian continent, as it 
hugs the Gambia River, producing 
a long, narrow republic surrounded 
by Senegal. It has an Atlantic Ocean 
border at approximately 13 degrees 
north latitude and between 13 and 
17 degrees west longitude.

Senegal’s capital is Dakar.
“My family and my children 

have small businesses and a por-
tion of the profi ts go to whatever 
they would like to support,” Stepha-
nie said. “They have been saving up 
their money and collecting books to 
take over there.”

The kids didn’t just bring their 
donations, they attended school for 
two days in The Gambia.

“I was actually shocked,” Stepha-
nie said. “They were only supposed 
to go one day and they wanted to go 
back again the next day.”

The Gambia is located in a tropi-
cal environment, so the classrooms 
have open air windows and many 
lessons are learned outside.

“Both kids liked it. My daughter 
said it was like having your favorite 
uncle or grandpa in the classroom. My 
son did well. He formed some good 
relationships with the teacher. He was 
in a second grade classroom, but they 
teach a grade level higher. He had 
homework both nights and he fi n-
ished it. it was very encouraging.”
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Dane County Cir-
cuit Court Judge 
David Con-
way denied 
two motions 
to dismiss 
charges 
against 
Gabriel S. 
Savage before 
fi nding prob-
able cause for 
the charges 
at a prelim-
inary hear-
ing for the 19-year-
old DeForest man on 
four counts of fel-
ony attempted fi rst 
degree homicide and 
two counts of felony 
attempted fi rst-degree 
sexual assault.

Savage will be for-
mally arrainged on the 
new charges July 15.

Savage was charged 
last week with the six 
counts after new evi-
dence of his alleged 
plan to attack, kid-
nap, and kill a former 
classmate was discov-
ered by law enforce-
ment. According to the 
criminal complaint, 
Savage was initially 
arrested on March 20 
after DeForest Police 
responded to a call 
about a vehicle parked 
on the wrong side of 
residential street on 
a Sunday evening. 
According to the crim-
inal complaint, offi cers 
found Savage dressed 
in all black with his 
face covered and an 
assault style rifl e and 
several magazines of 
ammunition.

Savages faces four 
counts of attempted 

fi rst-degree intentional 
homicide and new 
charges of attempted 
fi rst-degree sexual 
assault and attempted 

fi rst-de-
gree sexual 
assault of a 
child under 
the age of 16 
by threat of 
force or vio-
lence.

The orig-
inal case 
against Sav-
age included 
After posting 
$10,000 cash 

bail for the original 
case, a $100,000 cash 
bond was set in a June 
24 bail hearing based 
on the new charges 
against Savage.

According to the 
criminal complaint, 
the new charges are 
based on informa-
tion received June 20 
when DeForest Police 
Department Detective 
Ben Larson became 
aware of messages in 
a chat room for XBox 
Discord users. The 
message was sent to 
the group and it read, 
“Gabe had another 
notebook that stated 
that he was plan-
ning to kill the girl, 
her whole family, 
and himself. Some-
body should let [name 
omitted] know that, 
cuz Gabe’s currently 
out on bail, and he’s 
trying to buy mace.”A 
message a couple of 
hours after the fi rst 
said Savage’s parents 
had the notebook and 
they were not going 
to turn it over to the 
police.

By Ann Meyer
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As news of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s opinion 
in Dobbs v Jackson Wom-
en’s Health Organization 
was announced June 24, 

the Democratic governors 
of Wisconsin and Michi-
gan said they will fi ght to 
continue to allow women 
to make their own health-
care decisions, including 
allowing abortions in their 
states, despite ancient state 

laws prohibiting health-
care workers from perform-
ing abortions.

“We will fi ght this deci-
sion in every way we can 
with every power we have. 
As people in Wisconsin 
and across our country 

make their voices heard 
in the days and months 
ahead, we will do so peace-
fully and without vio-
lence,” Evers said in a state-
ment Friday.

Trip connects DeForest area with Africa

Beran Sarr Jr. connects Dane County with The Gambia this 
spring.

Judge fi nds 
probable cause 
in Savage case

Dane County Jail
Gabriel S. Savage

Supreme Court decision impacts 
women in Wisconsin, Michigan

Governors say they will fi ght return to criminal abortion laws
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Seeing a friendly face in the crowd brings joy to the face of a rider on the Ultimate Leap Dance Center fl oat during the July 
4 Celebration parade on Monday morning

A happy face to the crowd
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