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TIMES-TRIBUNE

Facility opens amid 
national push for new 

infrastructure

By Jonathan Stefonek

deforestedit@hngnews.com

Like seeing a child grow up, 
it seemed like an endless pro-
cess, but in the blink of an eye, 
it was over as the Hooper Cor-
poration welcomed community 
leaders to visit their new DeFor-
est manufacturing and adminis-
trative campus.

On Nov. 1 the Hooper Corpo-
ration announced that it would 
be moving operations from sep-
arate facilities to a new cam-
pus in DeForest. The singular 
Hooper operation is made up 
of Hooper Corporation and the 
subsidiary General Heating and 
Air Conditioning (GHAC).

The process started about 
eight years ago, Hooper CEO 
Steve Lindley told visitors at 
their ribbon cutting ceremony 

on Monday morning, as com-
pany managers began touring 
manufacturing facilities to see 
what they wanted in their future 
project.

Originally established in 
Madison in 1913 as a steamfit-
ting company installing systems 
in university and government 
buildings, the company over 
time expanded as an electrical 
and mechanical contractor, now 
headquartered in DeForest, with 
roughly 1200 employees and 
offices in Michigan, Ohio, Colo-
rado, and Florida.

The new facility is located 
on a 50-acre plot north of High-
way 19 between Highway 51 and 
Forest Park Drive. The cam-
pus has been under construc-
tion since October 2020, includ-
ing a 68,860 square foot office 
building and a 207,226 square 
foot fabrication facility. The new 
location will serve as the home 
base for the company’s electric 
power and mechanical services 
divisions.

“It’s a great honor to finally 

Hooper opens  
DeForest HQ and  

fabrication center

BUSINESS

Leggett thanked for 
managing multi-district 

voting in contentious 
election, health crisis

By Jonathan Stefonek

deforestedit@hngnews.com

At Tuesday’s DeForest Vil-
lage Board meeting, in a packed 
room primed for yet another 
battle over land use, develop-
ment and conservation, all 
business was set aside to take 
a moment to appreciate one 
woman for committing herself 
to the village and ensuring the 
democratic rights of its citizens.

DeForest Village Board Pres-
ident Jane Cahill Wolfgram 
introduced a resolution hon-
oring Village Clerk and Dep-
uty Administrator LuAnn Leg-
gett for 16 years of service to the 
community. Among Leggett’s 
achievements during those 
years, Cahill Wolfgram pointed 
to, most recently, Leggett’s work 

ensuring village and board busi-
ness proceeded throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, includ-
ing rapid adoption of new digi-
tal platforms and remote proce-
dures.

Among the tasks that Leggett 
carried out through that period 
was also the already-challeng-
ing responsibility of oversee-
ing elections with DeForest res-
idents voting in a variety of dis-
tricts, with correspondingly 
complicated ballots, in a histori-
cally contentious electoral envi-
ronment.

The resolution highlighted 
this saying, “LuAnn Leggett has 
maintained the motto, ‘We will 
work to allow every voter who 
has the right to vote, the ability 
to vote.’”

Former Village Board Trustee 
Jason Kramar returned to Vil-
lage Hall to express his grati-
tude, saying, “From the bottom 
of my heart, and probably any-
body who has ever sat in one 
of those chairs, I just want to 

DeForest Village 
Board celebrates  

exiting Village Clerk
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By Jonathan Stefonek

deforestedit@hngnews.com

A Windsor man accused 
of calling in multiple bomb 
threats to the American Girl 
offices in DeForest is in Dane 
County Jail facing multiple fel-
onies.

Christopher Phelps, 29, was 
arrested on October 28 after 
the DeForest Police Depart-
ment received a report of sev-
eral threatening voicemails left 
at the American Girl offices on 
Burton Boulevard.

That morning at around 
7:30, according to court docu-
ments, a DeForest police offi-
cer spoke to the American 
Girl security manager who 
explained that overnight there 
had been three voicemails 
left by Phelps, who was let go 
from his job the day before. In 
three voicemails, left the day 
before at 4:33 p.m., 4:34 p.m., 
and 5:47 p.m., Phelps allegedly 

identifies himself by first and 
last name, giving a variety 
of threats, that he was going 
to come over and shoot staff 
members, burn the building 
down, and, specifically, was 
going to blow the building up 
with a bomb he had left in a 
bathroom.

That next day, after police 
arrived, at 8:05 a.m. Phelps 
called again, saying there 
was a bomb somewhere in 
or around the building and 
it would be going off any min-
ute. The building was evacu-
ated and police, with a member 
of the company management, 
searched bathrooms, the pro-
duction floor and office areas, 
with no evidence of a bomb 
found anywhere in the build-
ing. Meanwhile, Phelps was 
located at his Windsor home 
and taken into custody.

During his arrest, Phelps 
reportedly admitted to hav-
ing left the messages and 
that there was no bomb, but 
was frustrated about the cir-
cumstance of his being fired 
the day before. At the time of 

the incident, Phelps was on 
extended supervision by the 
Wisconsin Department of Cor-
rections resulting from previ-
ous cases including convictions 
for theft and reckless endan-
germent.

Phelps appeared in Dane 
County Circuit Court on Nov. 
12, charged with telephone 
harassment, making terroristic 
threats, and creating a bomb 
scare. If convicted, he faces up 
to seven years in prison.

While in custody at Dane 
County Jail, Phelps was also 
charged with an additional fel-
ony, accused of hitting and 
throwing a food tray at officers.

Windsor man charged with calling bomb 
threat to American Girl offices

Suspect placed on probation 
hold after quick arrest

DANE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
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Amid the din of metal being sorted and pounded into shape for ventilation systems, Hooper staff use a press 
machine to bend corners into a sheet of metal at the company’s new DeForest fabrication center.

PHELPS

See HOOPER,  Page A2

Next week’s paper will be 
delivered early due to the 
Thanksgiving Day holiday, 
which is also a postal holiday. 

Expect your favorite paper to 

arrive on Wednesday, Nov. 24, 
next week. Regular home  
delivery dates will resume the 
following week.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

See CLERK,  Page A8

Holiday delivery


