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One year ago, the COVID-19 pan-

demic seemed to truly hit home for 
Waunakee when many of its festivals 
were cancelled, including WaunaFest. 
For more than 30 years, the Waunakee 
area community had gathered to enjoy 
summer fun together at WaunaFest, with 
rides, games, softball and volleyball tour-
naments, live music, a parade, arts and 
crafts fair, good food and the company of 
friends and neighbors. ‘
Last year was the festival’s first hiatus in 

more than three decades. But on July 22, 
WaunaFest is back in full force.
Just a few months ago, organizers were 

uncertain if beer tents, a carnival or live 
music could return this year. Initially 
last spring, the WaunaFest committee 
considered simply offering food tents. 
But as more Dane County residents 
received the COVID-19 vaccine, health 
officials lifted many advisories until the 
distancing and masking orders ended 
completely.
And so this year, Waunakee area resi-

dents can reunite and party like it’s 2019 
or 1999 at Centennial Park. 

Inside this 2021 WaunaFest edition 
is more information about the ser-
vice clubs, whose members form the 
WaunaFest committee and make the fes-
tival come alive each year. More details 
about each of the events can be found 
inside, as well. 

Again this year, a full musical line-up 
is scheduled to appear at the two beer 
tents. 
The American Legion tent will present 

Boogie and the Yo-Yoz Friday, July 23, 
and on Saturday night, July 24, Road 
Trip will perform. Both shows are from 9 
p.m.-12:30 a.m.

At the Chamber Beer Garden, The 
Retrospecz play Friday, July 23, with the 
Cheap Shots taking the stage Saturday, 
July 24. Both shows are from 7-11 p.m. 
Sunday, the Big Squeeze Accordion 
Band, along with the WaunaStrummers 
entertain after the parade. 
The carnival is open all weekend with 

rides and games. 
Saturday morning, the Lioness Club 

Arts and Craft Show runs from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. at Centennial Park. Sunday, the 
highlight is the WaunaFest Parade, be-
ginning at 11 a.m. at Division and Main 
streets, continuing west on Main Street 
to Division Street, then heading south 
on O’Malley Street, before turning down 
Holiday Drive to Centennial Park. 
With its rides, live music, food and 

more, WaunaFest offers entertainment 
for all ages. But it’s more than just a 
summer festival. The food stands are 
fundraisers for Waunakee’s service orga-
nizations, so every dollar you spend goes 
toward Waunakee community projects. 
That’s good to know while you’re munch-
ing on a hot dog, burger or brat. 
Enjoy WaunaFest and give back to the 

Waunakee-area community, too.

With parade, music and more, WaunaFest returns in full force for 2021
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