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SPORTS
Nine Milton High School athletes signed national 

letters of intent to compete at the collegiate level, 

including two going to Division I schools. • B1

HISTORY
Twenty-fi ve years ago this week, the city of 

Milton broke ground near Milton High School 

on what would become Schilberg Park. • B2
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Walking through Handy Art, 
Inc.’s Milton warehouse feels no 
different than any other produc-
tion facility. The building purrs 
as machines run, fi nished prod-
uct goes into packaging and fork-
lifts are in constant movement.

It’s in “the lab” where things 
get a little more colorful.

Handy Art manufactures 
and sells nontoxic water-based 
paints, inks, glues and other art 
products. Since 1974, the com-
pany has been owned and oper-
ated by the Jackson family. 
Now-retired owners Chuck and 
Claire Jackson and their four 
children now oversee operations.

Chief operating offi cer Ansel 
Jackson and his sister Melanie, 
in human resources, say they are 
grateful to work in such a tight-
knit operation with their other 
siblings, Hallie and Hans.

“Defi nitely lucked out, it’s just 
the way all four of us have found 
our place in the business, that 
we’re all symbiotic and it’s mutu-
ally benefi cial for everybody. 
That’s not always true of a family 
business,” Ansel said.

The siblings said they strive 
to foster a positive and friendly 
work environment to keep 
employees happy and produc-
tive. Whether that’s giving them 
the freedom to reevaluate per-
sonal work effi ciency or make 
changes to operations, the 

Jacksons said they want every-
one who works there to have a 
say.

Over the past fi ve years, the 
company has expanded its facil-
ity at 365 Sunnyside Dr., which 
enabled them to make more 
supplies and store more inven-
tory. And during the pandemic, 
Handy Art saw demand for its 
products rise.

“We were fortunate that we 
did put this addition on four 
years ago because that enabled 
us to kind of create our own des-
tiny by having the ability to bring 
inventory,” Ansel said. “We for-
tunately did that in 2020, when 
there was still availability.”

Milton paint maker weathered pandemic thanks to earlier expansion
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An employee works to create a tank of purple tempera paint inside Handy 
Art on Tuesday. The family owned company manufactures nontoxic, water-
based paints, inks and glues and other art materials in Milton.
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MILTON — Milton schools 
could see an increase of 21 open 
enrollment students in the com-
ing academic year should appli-
cant families all choose to accept 
its invitation for this fall.

The Milton School Board unan-
imously approved the applications 
of 82 open enrollment students 
at its Monday meeting, ahead of 
the deadline for sending notices of 
approval or denials in mid-June. 
Of those approved, 16 already 
attend Milton schools, and 31 of 
the applicants for open enrollment 
are entering 4K in the fall, accord-
ing to a memo included in the 
board agenda’s packet.

The board also approved the 
denial of one student, an 11th 
grader, on the basis that they 
have an expulsion on their record. 
There was no discussion during 
the meeting.

The district had 363 open 
enrollment students across all 
grade levels in September 2021, 
which helped balance out the 408 
students who enrolled out, accord-
ing to a resident count document 
from January 2022. Most of the 
open enrollments out during the 
2021-22 school year were at the 
high school level, with 183 stu-
dents enrolling out in September 
compared to 109 coming in.

The district’s highest num-
ber of open enrollments coming 
in was in 4K through third grade, 
with 151 students in September. It 
helped the district reduce a loss of 
enrollment in those grade levels, 
as enrollment in that grade range 
dropped 34 students in January 
2022 over the year prior, to 1,159.

In January, the board voted to 
not include any restrictions on its 
open enrollment program for 2022-
23 in any grade level or program, 
including students with IEP or 
504 plans. Districts often use open 
enrollment as a way to boost their 
state revenue or fi ll open seats they 
might have in established class-
rooms because they can receive 
$8,224 in state aid funding that is 
split from the full amount between 
the student’s home district.

MILTON SCHOOL BOARD

More apply 
to enroll 

into district 
than out

Board OK’d 82 open 
enrollment applications
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MILTON — Over the weekend, 
families had an opportunity to step 
back into prepandemic life in Mil-
ton—150 years before COVID-19, to 
be exact.

Back in full force, the city held 
its annual Civil War Living His-
tory Days on Saturday and Sun-
day. After being canceled in 
2020 and held in a lim-
ited capacity last 
year, the event 
returned to nor-
mal operations 
and started 

the weekend by hosting more than 
1,000 home-schooled students Fri-
day.

The event drew people from 
places such as Brodhead and Rock-
ford, Illinois, and as far away as 

Kenosha. 
Accord-

ing 

to Milton Historical Society Exec-
utive Director Keighton Klos, this 
year’s showing was the fi rst time 
the group focused on getting home-
schooled students to attend.

“I think giving home-schoolers 
the opportunity to come and have 
an event like this that’s for them is 
something that’s really unique and 
that we’re really proud to offer,” 
Klos said.

Held at North Goodrich Park in 
Milton, and in the Milton House 
across the street, actors and vol-
unteers helped turn the facilities 

into a snapshot of what life was 
like for Union soldiers 

during the 1860s. 
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Historical society revives 
Civil War Living History Days
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Civil War Living History Days

Reenactments, Milton House 
tours among festivities
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ABOVE: A cannon fi res during a military demonstration at the Civil War Living History Days event in Milton on Friday for home-schooled 
students and their families. BELOW: A young boy covers his ears in anticipation of cannon fi re during a military demonstration at the 
Civil War Living History Days in Milton on Friday.
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