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A fire destroyed a 
barn Friday morning at 
the Abendroth’s Triple R 
Farms in rural Hubbleton.

Abendroth’s, N363 
Hubbleton Road, is on the 
Dodge-Jefferson county 
line about six miles east 

of Waterloo. It is a fami-
ly-owned operation that 
specializes in waterfowl, 
poultry and feed.

The cause of the fire is 
still under investigation, 
said Matt Petrie, Waterloo 
assistant fire chief.

Petrie said Monday that 
the farm lost 100 peafowls 
and 25 laying chickens. 

No other injuries were 
reported.

He also said that when 
his department was dis-
patched, the fire had just 
started. There was open 
space in the structure, so 
the department worked to 
make sure the fire didn’t 
spread, especially with 
another shed and a house 

next to the structure on 
fire.

“Immediately we ini-
tiated mitigation efforts 
before they became prob-
lems,” Petrie said.

Heavy smoke was vis-
ible from miles away 
after the fire started 

Barn burns in fire at Abendroth’s 
Heavy smoke was visible from miles away after the fire started shortly after 9 a.m. 

Friday. About 9:30 a.m., the barn was engulfed in flames.

WATERLOO

Submitted
Flames engulfed a barn at Abendroth’s Triple R Farms on Friday. The barn was a loss but firefighters were able to contain 
it before it spread further.

See FIRE,  Page A2

School District 

continues to  

have decline  

in enrollment

MARSHALL

By Ryan Spoehr

rspoehr@hngnews.com

The latest third Friday 
pupil numbers in the Mar-
shall Area School District 
show a continued decline. 
School funding is based 
on, in part, to pupil counts 
done on the third Friday 
of September.

The district has not 
had an increase or held 
steady in number of stu-
dents since 2012-13 when 
the district had 1,263. This 
year on the third Friday 
of the school year, which 
is the first of two official 
counts of students at Wis-
consin school districts, 
Marshall had 917.

The 917 number is an 
adjustment because Mar-
shall is hosting the Jeffer-
son Eastern Dane Interac-
tive (JEDI) Virtual School 
this year.

“It’s a little challenging 
because Marshall is the 

host for the Jefferson East-
ern Dane Interactive Vir-
tual School this year. Stu-
dents attending the virtual 
school must enroll into 
the Marshall School Dis-
trict, thus our enrollment 
and headcount is inflated,” 
Business Manager Bob 
Chady said during the 
Nov. 3 school board com-
mittee of the whole meet-
ing.

Chady said the district 
is servicing a total of 958 
students at this time, but 
that is misleading because 
of the JEDI students, he 
said. There are 41 JEDI 
students right now. Mar-
shall is in the second of 
three years of hosting 
the JEDI academy. It will 
rotate elsewhere after the 
next school year. Without 
the 41 JEDI students, Mar-
shall sits at 917 students.

Overall since 2005-06, 

See DECLINE,  Page A2

‘You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown’ Waterloo drama students ‘All Together Now’

Ryan Spoehr
Marshall High School Drama will present “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown this Friday, Nov. 
12, and Saturday, Nov. 13, at 7 p.m. There will be another showing Nov. 14 at 2 p.m. Admis-
sion is $5.

Ryan Spoehr
Zach Wedel of the Waterloo School District directs students during a rehearsal for the upcom-
ing performance of “All Together Now!” this weekend. The show will feature a selection of 
songs from shows like “Rent,” “Into the Woods,” “Hairspray,” “Fiddler on the Roof,” “Little 
Shop of Horrors,” “Mamma Mia!” and more. “The past year has been a challenging time for 
everyone, particularly arts organizations. We look forward to welcoming our patrons back 
with this truly wonderful revue that has something for everyone,” Wedel said. The showtime 
for this Friday and Saturday is 7 p.m. Showtime on Sunday is 2 p.m. All performances will 

By McKenna Massey
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Dane County is asking 
local residents to identify 
traffic safety concerns in 
an online survey.

The Dane County Traf-
fic Commission made the 
survey available in late 
October, zeroing in on 

specific locations through-
out the county in hopes of 
developing safe and effec-
tive strategies to decrease 
injuries and deaths.

Traffic Safety Devel-
opment Coordinator Lisa 
Bullard is involved with 
the project under the 
umbrella of Safe Commu-
nities Madison, which is 

co-leading the project with 
the Dane County Sheriff ’s 
Office.

Bullard said the proj-
ect is not only a chance to 
expand the safety commis-
sion partnership, but it’s 
also a chance for commu-
nities of any size to speak 
out about issues that are 
close to home.

Data from this survey 
will pinpoint location spe-
cific traffic issues.

“The idea is that we 
want to move beyond 
looking at the crashes and 
asking what we are actu-
ally going to do about it,” 
Bullard said.

The project excludes 
Madison, covering the rest 

of the county that’s split 
into 13 districts.

Madison will be looked 
at separately later in order 
to give the rest of the com-
munities a chance to be 
heard, Bullard said.

“Most of the time, con-
versations are all about 
Madison but not about 
smaller communities,” 

Bullard added.
Survey questions cover 

topics including speeding, 
yielding to pedestrians 
and cyclists, reckless driv-
ing and impaired driving.

Residents are asked 
based on each topic where 
the issue occurs, when it 

Dane County releases traffic survey to public
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