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MONONA GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT

‘Beloved’ teacher dies unexpectedly

P rom ptS h |g ﬁan Olson shared the
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our community extended
well beyond the high
school,” Olson said.
Athletic practices
and games went ahead
as scheduled on Friday,
though practices were
voluntary.
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CIVIC center

Price tag for new
center is hefty, but
councilmembers
say it is needed now

By Will Cioci
wcioci@apg-wi.com

Monona city alders have taken
another step toward a poten-
tial new civic campus and pub-
lic safety center, directing staff at
a Sept. 19 meeting to draft lan
guage for an advisory referen
dum in April.

Though the results of such a
referendum would not be bind-
ing, alders agreed it was import
ant to have community sup-
port for such a large investment,
which would involve renova-
tions and additional construction
to the current site that houses
Monona'’s city government,
municipal court, and re, EMS
and police departments.
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New look, pap
size debuts
next week

\
r By Will Cioci/wcioci@apg-wi.com
City of cials and contractors toured the construction site for the new public safety center, set to open next spring.

Supply chain woes for essential equipment adds months to

By Adams Publishing Group staff

Next week, we will bring you
the new look for your local paper.

The Herald-Independent and
McFarland Thistle has been rede
signed to be in sync with the
world around us. It is a single
product in a convenient size and
easy-to-read format.

We have combined sports and
the A section into one. News from
the front, sports from the back.
Everything else in between.
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By Will Cioci

the corner of Holscher

weioci@apg-wi.com Road and Broadhead

Village leaders
toured the construction
site for McFarland’s
new public safety cen
ter last week, receiving
updates from project
leaders as the building
continues to take shape
despite months-long
delays for a key electrt
cal component.

The $22 million,
58,000 square-foot
building located at

WITH FAIRWAY™

Street will house the
village's re, EMS and
police services as well
as its clerk and munici-
pal court. It will also be
carbon-neutral, with its
own geothermal heat
ing system and solar
panels. The project is
now set for completion
in March or April of
next year.

On a walkthrough
of the site, village
representatives and
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contractors were begin
ning to visualize the

nal building. Fire and
rescue chief Chris Den
nis pointed out spaces
that would become
sleeping quarters,
cleaning stations and
training areas for re -
ghters and paramed-
ics. Police chief Aaron
Chapin showed the
location of bullet-re -
sistant windows and
secure doors leading to
evidence and interroga
tion rooms. Municipal

judge Randi Othrow
chided colleagues for
standing on her “desk.”
“Last time | toured
there were no walls
really yet, they were
still looking to pour
concrete,” said village
trustee TJ Jerke. “It's a
dramatic shift to see it
like this now.”
Contractors had
originally aimedto n -
ish construction in
mid-December, but
have been powerless in
the face of supply chain

issues. The switch
gear—essential elec
trical equipment that
converts and distrib-
utes power throughout
the building—meant
for installation in Octo -
ber will likely not arrive
on-site until March.
“Itis very hard to
come by right now for
anyone who's looking
right now, not just us,”
village administrator
Matt Schuenke said.
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