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Celebrating 

DeForest 

FFA

Friday, Feb. 21: FFA Day of Service - Members heading to Second-

Harvest to help with the sorting of food! Tours of UW-Madison 

afterwards.

Monday, Feb. 24: Monthly meeting at 6:30 pm in STEAM 

Commons (ice cream sundae bar), Drive Your Tractor to School, 

FFA T-shirt Picture day and school-wide petting zoo during lunch 

hours! 

Tuesday, Feb. 25: Agriculture Olympics during lunch hours

Wednesday, Feb. 26: $1 Schoep’s Ice Cream during lunch hours for 

the ENTIRE school

Thursday, Feb. 27:  Breakfast TO the Farms - donuts for area farms 

and businesses

Back Row Left to right: Mikayla Elias, Cassie Wendt, Ben Jaccard, Spencer 

Treinen, Ian Manthe

Front Row Left to right: Jamison Meier, Sydni Mell, Sydney Hensen and Whitney 

Weisensel

 2019-2020 FFA Facts

In the last 20 years, the DeForest FFA Alumni has presented 163 scholarships, 

totaling $84,000 for DeForest students seeking any type of further education, 

paid out more than $12,000 for the FFA Chapter dues (so students don’t have to 

pay),  donated $42,000 to the Agriculture classroom for the purchase of laptops 

and lab equipment and $20,000 towards the FFA van! 

• DeForest has 345 FFA members, 35 FFA Alumni members and 3 advisors

• Wisconsin Association of FFA is comprised of over 21,690 members and 

255 chapters

• Today, there are 700,170 FFA members, aged 12-21, in 8,612 chapters in all 

50 states, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Island

2019-20 Officers

February 2020 

National FFA Week Celebration  
February 21-28

FFA Mission

FFA makes a positive difference 
in the lives of students  

by developing their potential for premier 

leadership, personal growth, and career 

success through 

agricultural education.

The DeForest agriculture program was created in 1948 centering on the strong 

foundation of agriculture that was predominant in the district.  Since then the 

program has evolved to match the changing community.  Today, it is mainly a 

suburban community maintaining a commitment to agricultural sciences and 

natural resources. 

In 2019 the program took a tremendous step and added a middle school course 

and one more teacher.  It is not very often that a school can keep a student teacher, 

but in 2019 the agriculture department did just that!  It is an honor to introduce 

the newest member of the DeForest Agriculture Program, Abbey Ryan. With her 

addition, the program now has three full-time agriculture teachers with over 345 

students!

The year 2019 also brought many celebrations for the program.  DeForest was 

named the Section 5 Outstanding Program and was one of the 10 state finalists.  
Mrs. Boettcher was awarded the prestigious Herb Kohl Fellowship, an honor for 

only 100 teachers in the state. It comes with a $6,000 grant for the program.  Mrs. 

Boettcher was also accepted into the National Association of Agriculture Educators 

XLR8 program, a program for only 20 agriculture teachers in the country.  She 

spent a week in California.  Mrs. Boettcher also received a $500 grant from 

the CHS Foundation to launch the “Day of Service” FFA Week program that is 

continuing this year. 

The year 2020 is sure to be a starting point for exceptional growth for the 

program.  We are looking forward to the new greenhouse in 2021 and major 

program expansion as farm to table becomes a reality for the program.  If any 

members of the community are interested in helping out-- please feel free to 

contact us!  We are very excited for the years to come--stay tuned for more! 

Program grows - now offered in 
middle school


