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With the current emergency 
services agreement between the 
city of Lake Mills and Lake Mills 
EMS set to expire in June 2023, 
city leaders and EMS staff have 
not yet decided how to structure 
a potential new department 
should the city take over as the 
area EMS provider.

Lake Mills EMS, a nonprofi t 
organization charged with pro-
viding emergency service to the 
city of Lake Mills and the towns 
of Lake Mills, Aztalan, Water-
loo and Milford, is set to end its 
service to its coverage area in 
June 2023 after rate hikes led 
to disagreement between the 
city and the service. Now the 
city is considering forming its 
own EMS department, housed 
either as a separate department 

or as a combination depart-
ment with the city’s fi re service.

Offi cials are also weighing 
how to staff such a department, 
whether to bring in all full-time 
EMTs, or use a combination of 
full-time and part-time staff 
members.

All of LMEMS’ 23 employ-
ees, including LMEMS’s Direc-
tor Dave Larsuel, either have 
second jobs or are retired. Lar-
suel said LMEMS took a sur-
vey of staff earlier this year 
asking if employees would 
join a future city EMS depart-
ment if it strictly required 
full-time employees and only 
one employee besides himself 
said “maybe,” with all others 
responding “no.”

Recently retired city man-
ager Steve Wilke said he 
believes full-time employ-
ees are a better option for the 

potential city EMS department 
because they would be locked 
in, and because the cost of part-
time staff has risen over the 
last decade or so.

“The question now is how 
do you continue to provide sup-
port with less staff. And the 
way to keep minimum full-
time staff is to have it as a city 
department with full-time fi re-
fi ghter/EMS,” Wilke said.

However, he did say he 
would like to see as many 
LMEMS employees merge into 
the department as possible as 
part-time staff and volunteers 
if they’re interested. He also 
said he’d be willing to allow 
the part-time staff to respond 
from home, which is how many 
LMEMS employees respond 
now.

City leaders, EMS staff grapple with future 
structure of a potential city emergency department

Harrison Freuck
The Lake Mills Fire Department was granted permission to operate a trans-
porting ambulance at an EMT basic service level at the city’s Sept. 6 coun-
cil meeting. LMFD, located at 120 Veterans Lane, may play a key role in the 
future of EMS services for the city.
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Next week, we will bring 
you the new look for your local 
paper.

The Lake Mills Leader has 
been redesigned to be in sync 
with the world around us. It is 
a single product in a convenient 
size and easy-to-read format.

We have combined sports 
and the A section into one. 
News from the front, sports 
from the back. Everything else 
in between.

New look, paper 
size debuts 
next week
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As the City of Lake Mills 
weighs its options for the future 
of emergency medical services, 
it’s clear that one of the key con-
siderations is the cost to resi-
dents.

Other considerations that 
city and EMS leaders see are 
staffi ng models and whether to 
have EMS housed together or 
separate from the fi re depart-
ment.

The cost of Lake Mills EMS, 
which provides service to the 
City of Lake Mills and parts of 
the townships of Lake Mills, 
Waterloo, Milford and Aztalan, 
is $15 per capita.

City weighs 
cost for future 

of EMS

Lakeside Lutheran High 
School is celebrating Homecom-
ing 2022 this week, culminat-
ing with a parade, dance and 
football game at the end of the 
week.

The 2022 Homecoming 
Court includes two representa-
tives from each of the freshman, 
sophomore, and junior classes, 
and four representatives from 
the senior class.

Those students are seniors 
Allen Lester of Waterloo, Nora 
Larson of Columbus, King 
Ben Klug of Oconomowoc and 
Queen Julianne Dollard of Deer-
fi eld; juniors Braden Buss of 

Watertown and Ella Hembrook 
of Jefferson; sophomores Ben 
Krauklis of Lake Mills and Mor-
gan Muchka of Waterloo; and 
freshmen Will Stuebs of Lake 
Mills and Juliet Boche of Water-
town.

Lakeside will celebrate home-
coming with student activities 
throughout the week of Sept 
19-23, both during and after the 
school day. This year’s theme 
is “Board Games.” Members of 
each class decorate halls, doors, 
and windows and create class 
banners, fl oats, dances, and vid-
eos according to their assigned 
board game—“Monopoly” for 

the freshmen, “Clue” for sopho-
mores, “Operation” for juniors 
and “Candyland” for seniors. 
Students will decorate the 
school throughout the week as 
well as participate in class com-
petitions.

After a 5 p.m. downtown 
Lake Mills parade Friday, Sept. 
23, the varsity football team 
plays Beloit Turner at 7 p.m. The 
Warrior Marching Band and 
Dance Team will perform half-
time routines. A semi-formal 
dance is planned for Saturday, 
Sept. 24 on the campus begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 21 is a class 

workday to decorate school, 
powder puff football, boys vol-
leyball, pep rally and talent 
show; Thursday, Sept. 22 is class 
color day, class relay, JV2 foot-
ball at Beloit Turner, soccer at 
Luther Prep.

Friday, Sept. 23 is a Warrior 
out, intro to court and class vid-
eos, parade at 5 p.m., alum zone 
in east gym 5:30 — 7 p.m., foot-
ball game vs. Turner 7 p.m., 
marching band fi eld show and 
dance team at halftime; Satur-
day, Sept. 24 is cross country at 
Nagawaukee, semi-formal dance 
at Lakeside 7:30-10:30 p.m.

LAKESIDE LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL

Lakeside Lutheran marks homecoming

Contributed
Members of the Lakeside Lutheran 2022 Homecoming Court include (couples from left to right) senior reps Allen Lester, Waterloo and Nora Lar-
son, Columbus; King Ben Klug, Oconomowoc and Queen Julianne Dollard, Deerfi eld; junior reps Braden Buss, Watertown and Ella Hembrook, Jef-
ferson; sophomore reps Ben Krauklis, Lake Mills and Morgan Muchka, Waterloo; freshmen reps Will Stuebs, Lake Mills and Juliet Boche, Watertown.
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