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While many state and county parks were ordered closed after the onset of 
the COVID-19 virus, eventually, Wisconsin’s Safer at Home order will be lifted. 

When it is, those parks will be waiting for visitors to enjoy all they have to 
offer. What follows is a bucket list of natural areas to visit in the Lodi area for 
hiking, swimming, birdwatching and other recreation. 

MacKenzie Center
Located on a 285-acre property near Poynette in Columbia County, the 

MacKenzie Center has interpretive trails, exhibits, museums and programming 
available for school and youth groups. MacKenzie offers a place to visit and 
learn about the natural world. 

The center also has a rich history, dating back to the 1930s when Harley 
MacKenzie purchased land outside Poynette under his authority as Director 
of the Wisconsin Conservation Department – known today as the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources. The 500-acre property included 
the State Fur and Game Farm, which raised fur-bearing animals 
for their pelts and game birds, including ring-necked pheasants for 
hunting.

In the 1960s as the Conservation movement grew, the proper-
ty was split so that half remained the State Game Farm focusing 
on raising ring-necked pheasants and the other half focusing on 
outdoor education. The center was named in honor of Harley 
MacKenzie in 1971. The resident center dormitories and the main 
lodge building were built in 1975. The animals, once housed along 
the road between the Customer Service Center and the Conserva-
tion Museum, were moved to their current location in the wildlife 
exhibit in the late 1980s.

From 2006 to 2013 the MacKenzie Center was jointly managed as 
a partnership between the DNR, Wisconsin Wildlife Federation and 
Friends of MacKenzie. The DNR is grateful to have worked with the 
Wildlife Federation and Friends to maintain and operate the center 
over that time span.

In 2014, the Department of Natural Resources assumed full operation of the 
MacKenzie Center. The department continues to offer environmental educa-
tion programs and is working with the Friends of MacKenzie as well as other 
partners to develop an innovative outdoor skills center.

Admission to the Center is free, but donations are always appreciated.

Goose Pond Sanctuary
Located one mile south of Arlington, Goose Pond Sanctuary is a collection 

of restored and protected landscapes that are havens for birds, rare plants, 
insects, and more. Over 250 species of birds have been spotted at this prairie 
pothole and its surrounding lands. Visitors during migration can see a specta-
cle of migrating waterfowl and shorebirds, or they can come any time of year to 
enjoy the changing seasons. 

Goose Pond Sanctuary is open to the public and welcomes individuals from 
every walk of life. Visitors are welcome to visit and watch for wildlife, take a 
walk among the prairie flowers, and enjoy the southern Wisconsin landscape.

Madison Audubon’s first land purchase was 60 acres with a house 
and buildings at Goose Pond in 1968. Since then, Madison Audu-
bon members and supporters have helped the organization acquire 
more than 600 additional acres to preserve in perpetuity for the 
benefit of birds, wildlife, and future generations.

The legacy of Goose Pond extends far beyond its borders. Prairie 
seeds collected at the sanctuary have not only helped restore Mad-
ison Audubon properties, but many other landscapes throughout 
Wisconsin.

Devil’s Lake
Located about 3 miles south of Baraboo, Devil’s Lake State Park 

has long been a destination for visitors looking to explore the 
outdoors. 

Founded in 1911, Devil’s Lake is the third oldest state park in 
Wisconsin, the largest and the most visited. Devil’s Lake offers 
magnificent views from 500-foot 
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Your 2020 Summer Guide to Lake Wisconsin Area Fun!

Once COVID-19 quarantines are over, 
people will be itching to get out of the 
house. Summer and all that Lake Wiscon-
sin has to offer will be waiting for them.

Flowers will be in bloom, warm weath-
er will arrive and there won’t be any snow 
on the ground. It’ll be time to leave the 
winter doldrums behind and enjoy life.

The Lake Wisconsin area has an abun-
dance of activities to offer visitors, includ-
ing concerts, day trips, festivals and fishing. 

Peruse this year’s Lake Wisconsin Splash to 
make plans for an unforgettable summer.

Sample delicious foods at local farmers’ 
markets, take a ride and explore the beauty 
of Columbia County and Sauk County, or 
wander around an art fair and wonder at 
all the creativity and talent of area artists. 

Summer is the best time to get back to 
nature. Hiking the Ice Age Trail and im-
mersing yourself in the wonders of Devil’s 
Lake, as well as taking in the scenic bluffs, 

offer a variety of incredible outdoor expe-
riences. 

In need of refreshment? Why not head 
to one of the local wineries or distilleries 
to wet your whistle with some of their 
unique and tasty concoctions.

When it’s time to wind down and relax 
with the family, stay at a local campground. 
They have a lot to offer kids and adults.

There are events galore, including 
Breakfast on the Farm, fireworks and all 

kinds of different things to do in the Lake 
Wisconsin area. 

COVID-19, of course, has caused some 
scheduling changes and cancellations, 
so check with local sources to make sure 
any event you want to attend is still go-
ing or if places you are looking to visit are 
closed or have different hours. Otherwise, 
go through this year’s Splash to plan out 
your perfect summer.
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