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MILTON

Maggie and Cassie, two dogs looking 

for homes, greeted families attending a 

pet adoption event on Saturday, Jan. 8, 

at Milton High School. The event was 

organized by students to benefit the 

Humane Society of Southern Wiscon-

sin.

Shauna Wessely, a teacher who over-

sees Milton High School’s Advance-

ment Via Individual Determination 

ninth-grade students, reached out to 

the humane society after her class 

expressed interest in a community ser-

vice project for the humane society. 

The AVID program involves students 

in multiple community service projects 

throughout the year.

“We said yes, and we brought a cou-

ple dogs out today,” said Faith Ste-

phens, community outreach coordina-

tor at the local humane society. “The 

kids have really put a lot of hard work 

into this. It’s really exciting. I’m sure it 

will be very beneficial for them too.”

Rilee Belongie, an AVID student at 

Milton, said she and her classmates 

thought an adoption event would be 

a great idea as it would help find dogs 

and cats a home.

JaZéiah Welch, another AVID stu-

dent, said she wanted to get involved 

with AVID to prepare herself for col-

lege.

“It’s a good course to help you be 

prepared and figure out what you want 

to do,” Welch said.

The students made and sold treats 

for cats, dogs and humans.

The two dogs available at the event 

were Maggie and Cassie.

Maggie is a small, black 7-month-old 

mixed breed dog described by Stephens 

as the perfect-sized dog. The humane 

society’s website says Maggie is a 

“sweet gal who brightens the room.” 

She’s is also playful, a snuggler and a 

lover of toys. Maggie was still available 

for adoption early this week for $350.

Cassie is a large, 4-year-old gold-

en-colored, mixed breed dog. She was 

surrendered to the humane society by 

former owners because of a change in 

their lifestyle.

Cassie is described as very sweet and 

spunky. However, she is not fond of cats 

and prefers other dogs and humans. 

Cassie was luckily adopted at the event 

and is going home to her forever family.
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In light of a surge in 
COVID-19 infections, the Mil-
ton School Board on Monday 
night voted to extend a uni-
versal masking policy and 
set new thresholds for stu-
dent vaccination rates that, if 
reached, could trigger a relax-
ing of coronavirus mitigation 
rules.

The board also reduced 
the required isolation 
period for students and staff 
infected with COVID from 10 
days to five days, in line with 
guidance recently updated 
by federal and local health 
officials.

Superintendent Rich 
Dahman cited the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s updated 
guidance changing the rec-
ommended isolation period 
from 10 to five days for peo-
ple infected with COVID.

After discussing the mat-
ter with officials at the Rock 
County Public Health Depart-
ment, school district admin-
istrators recommended that 
the board adopt the new iso-
lation guidelines.

A motion to implement 
the new isolation and quar-
antine protocols, effective 
Tuesday, passed on a 5-2 
vote. Board members Leslie 
Hubert and Jennifer Johns 
voted against.

The school board voted 6-1 
to continue all other safety 
protocols currently in place, 
including universal mask-
ing at all district facilities and 
events. Hubert was the lone 
no vote.

Lastly, the board dis-
cussed at length adopting 
new safety protocol metrics. 
Several board members—
including Hubert, Johns and 
Joe Martin—took issue with 
one of the three metrics that 
must be met before the board 
would review its safety pro-
tocols.

Nevertheless, the board 
voted 4-3 to accept the new 
metrics. (Martin attended the 
meeting via teleconference 
from his home, where he said 
he was in COVID-related iso-
lation.)

New metrics
The first metric is the 

number of active positive 
COVID cases among residents 
of the school district. The 
latest data will be reviewed 
every Thursday, and if the 
number of active positive 
COVID-19 cases drops below 
125 or 175 for two consecutive 
weeks, the district will review 
the protocols in place.

As of Thursday, Jan. 6, 
there were 206.74 positive 
cases per 10,000 district res-
idents.

The second metric is the 
number of active positive 
COVID-19 cases among stu-
dents and staff in Milton 
schools. 

School board 
sets new 

triggers for 
review of COVID 

protocols
Universal masking to 

continue but isolation period 
reduced for those infected
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The city of Milton and four 
other municipalities announced 
Monday they intend to formally 
pursue joining the Edgerton 
Fire Protection District.

Milton, as well as the towns 
of Milton, Harmony, Johnstown 
and Lima, will join Edgerton’s 
existing district, which already 
includes that city and the sur-
rounding townships of Albion, 
Fulton, Porter and Sumner.

“It is the best option for 
our communities,” said Milton 
Mayor Anissa Welch at a press 

conference at the Milton/Milton 
Township Fire Station.

“Extensive research and dis-
cussions” led to a unanimous 
decision to petition Edgerton 
for an intergovernmental agree-
ment, she said.

Within the agreement, the 
five municipalities developed a 
funding model for two new fire 
stations to serve both the east 
and west sides of Milton.

Joined by representatives of 
the four other members of the 
joint fire commission, the part-
nership will take a “regional 
approach” to best meet the 
needs of residents in the cities 
and towns, Welch said.

“We thank all the elected offi-
cials, and the staff in all the 
jurisdictions, for their hard 
work over the last 18 months,” 
she said.

Since the start of the new 
year, Milton has effectively 
been without a fire district, 
as its partnership with Janes-
ville expired Dec. 31 and the city 
opted to not renew its contract 
with Janesville’s fire district. 
While services will go uninter-
rupted during this transitional 
phase under state statute assur-
ing mutual aid in emergencies, 
Milton is in the process of join-
ing the Edgerton fire district 
with the towns.

The decision was a result of 
increasing demand for services 
as well as limited staffing and 
the increasing cost of remaining 
with Janesville. In 2020, sub-
stantial increases to fire pro-
tection service costs, having lit-
tle input in equipment and con-
struction decisions, and con-
cerns over staffing made the 
relationship with Janesville 
unsustainable, officials said.

And because Janesville’s fire 
district covered only 20% of the 
town of Harmony, Town Presi-
dent Jeff Klenz said it was time 
to change.

Milton, four towns seek to join Edgerton fire district

Pet adoption event a service 
project held by Milton students

Anthony Wahl
Rick Hanley and his granddaughter Lila Miller pet a friendly dog named Cassie held on a leash by volunteer John Owiecki during an ‘adopt-a-
thon’ fundraising event for the Humane Society of Southern Wisconsin hosted by Milton High School’s Advancement Via Individual Determi-
nation students Saturday in Milton. Cassie was adopted through the event (not by Hanley and Miller).

Anthony Wahl
Faith Stephens, community outreach coordinator 
for the Humane Society of Southern Wisconsin, 
looks down at Maggie, a 7-month old puppy that 
was up for adoption at an event hosted by Milton 
High School’s Advancement Via Individual Determi-
nation students in Milton on Saturday.
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