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BUSINESS
The Marshall wrestlers competed in 

the Rocket Scramble. • B1

FISHEREE
The Marshall Lions Club is ready 

for its annual Ice Fisheree. • A3

COURIER
The Serving Waterloo and Marshall

Respects paid to Marshall Fire Captain

By Ryan Spoehr

rspoehr@hngnews.com

After nearly two decades as clerk and treasurer for 
the city of Waterloo, Mo Hansen is moving on to other 
work.

Hansen submitted his resignation to Mayor Jeni 
Quimby on Dec. 31, indicating that he received an offer 
to work at Ab E Manufacturing in Waterloo as an oper-
ations manager.

“After careful consideration, I have decided to accept 
this new career opportunity and will be commencing 
work with them soon,” Hansen wrote in the resignation 
letter.

The resignation was addressed publicly at the Jan. 6 
common council meeting, as Quimby and council mem-
bers offered Hansen good luck in his new endeavor.

“I want to thank you for your 18 years of service to 
the community,” Quimby said.

Hansen became clerk in May 2004. He said he has 
enjoyed his time as clerk, but “the opportunity pre-
sented itself, so it was a good time for a new profes-
sional challenge,” Hansen said.

Hansen also said he is appreciative of the support he 
has received.

“I’m just very appreciative of everyone in the com-
munity who has been supportive,” Hansen said. “A lot 
has happened in the last 18 years. I’m just looking for-
ward to have this position in a good spot in transition.”

Hansen said he will miss the economic development 
portion of his work the most, as that continues to be an 
important piece of the governmental work in the city.

“Economic development has always been an import-
ant priority for Waterloo. Bringing new businesses 
to Waterloo has been an important part of my time 
here. There are three that stand out – Custom Plas-
tics, Reguis Rubber and Ab E Manufacturing,” Hansen 
said, adding that being a part of the process of bring-
ing other businesses like Riverwalk Senior Living, Dol-
lar General and Paradiddle’s Cafe have also been crucial 
for the city.

Custom Plastics, Reguis Rubber and Ab E Manu-
facturing are all in the Waterloo Industrial Park off of 
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By Karyn Saemann

ksaemann@hngnews.com

The Dane County Board of 
Supervisors has overwhelmingly 
shot down an effort to repeal the 
county’s COVID-19 mask mandate.

Dane County’s current mask 
order goes through Feb. 1, amid a 
local surge of cases tied to the omi-
cron variant. It is the only county in 
Wisconsin that still has such a man-
date.

After more than five hours of 
public testimony and supervi-
sor debate, the board in the early 
morning hours of Friday, Jan. 14 
voted 29-4 against a resolution that 
urged Public Health Madison & 
Dane County Director Janel Hein-
rich “pull back her emergency order 
until public input and consent of 
the governed has been achieved.”

Voting in favor of the resolution 
were its co-authors Jeff Weigand of 
Marshall, Dave Ripp of Waunakee 

and Tim Rockwell of Sun Prairie. 
Supervisor Tim Kiefer, of Wauna-
kee, also voted yes.

In making its decision, the board 
took note of the 547 people who reg-
istered against the resolution and 
123 in favor of it, saying majority 
public sentiment was clear.

Chair Analiese Eicher noted the 
resolution wasn’t forwarded by any 
committee, but rather was brought 
directly to the county board. It 
had been indefinitely tabled by the 
Board of Health for Madison and 
Dane County in December.

Of the 64 members of the public 
who spoke during the virtual meet-
ing, about half were in favor and 
about half opposed to the resolu-
tion.

Opposed
Doctors, nurses and others in the 

medical field testified that masks 
are a clinically proven, effective tool 
to stop the spread of respiratory 

diseases like COVID-19.
And business owners and labor 

union representatives said the Dane 
County’s continued mask mandate 
ensures that employees and cus-
tomers are safe.

“This is not the time to be 
removing the mask mandate,” said 
business owner Amy Owen.

Local resident Liz Dannenbaum, 
who said she lives with someone 
immunocompromised, said she 
“is so glad to live here,” in Dane 
County.

“I’m so glad the mask mandate is 
in place. It would be the absolutely 
wrong time to eliminate it,” Danne-
baum said.

Madison School Board Mem-
ber Nicki Vander Meulen said the 
mandate is protecting teachers and 
school children, especially those in 
4K and early childhood who are too 
young to be vaccinated.

County board rejects push to end mask mandate

DANE COUNTY

County Supervisor Weigand to run for re-election

By Ryan Spoehr

rspoehr@hngnews.com

The incumbent Dane 
County Board supervisor 
who serves Marshall and 
nearby areas is running for 
re-election.

Jeff Weigand, Marshall, 
won a special election in 
August to fill a vacancy 
left when Supervisor Julie 
Schwellenbach died last 
May.

“I’m honored to 
be able to represent 
the folks who live 
out in this part of 
the county,” Weigand 
said. “Since being 
elected, I’ve had a 
lot of chances to be a 
voice and represent 

them on issues that are 
important. I just received a 
lot of encouragement for the 
work that I’m doing. I think 
it’s important to continue to 
have a voice for the folks out 
here.”

Weigand has made head-
lines for questioning the 
county’s mask mandate.

Weigand said that trans-
parency and accountability 
remain issues in the county, 
including when it comes to 

handling COVID-19.
“I think transpar-

ency and account-
ability are big issues 
that a lot of peo-
ple talk to me a lot 
about,” Weigand 
said. “When I was 
campaigning this 

past summer, it was really 
the same issues they are 
talking about now. They 
want their schools to 
remain open. That’s a big 
issue. They want the health 
department to act with 
transparency.”

“They want transpar-
ency and accountability with 
the mask mandate. They 
want to make sure they are 
understanding what the 
health department is doing,” 
Weigand added.

Keeping Marshall and 
surrounding areas safe is 
also one of Weigand’s prior-
ities.

“I just want to make sure 
the community is safe. We 
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2 alderpersons file to retain spots 
on common council

CITY OF WATERLOO

By Ryan Spoehr

rspoehr@hngnews.com

Prior to the deadline last Tuesday 
for incumbents to declare candidacy 
for the April 5 election, two Waterloo 
alderpersons filed paperwork to con-
tinue serving on the common coun-
cil.

Ward 1 Alderperson Sara Cum-
mings and Alderperson At-Large Ron 
Griffin declared their candidacy and 
will run for re-election. According to 
the clerk’s office, they are running 
uncontested.

“I am running again because I 
have enjoyed being a part of our 
city and being able to give back to 
our community,” Cummings said. “I 
wanted to get more involved with my 
community, and what better way to 
do it?”

Griffin is finishing his second 
term on the council. He hopes in 
a third term he can help the city’s 
wheel tax go down and help vacant 
downtown buildings have businesses 
in them again.

“I want to see Waterloo go back to 
how it was in the 70s and 80s,” Grif-
fin said.

Cummings was appointed to the 
seat last September when Jason 

At-Large, Ward 1 alders to 
run uncontested
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Scott Trentadue
Firefighters march in unison to the funeral of Marshall Fire Captain Marcos Dominguez at St. John’s Church in Waterloo. 
Firefighters from throughout the area came to pay respects to Dominguez a week after he passed away in a car accident.

DANE COUNTY

WEIGAND See WEIGAND,  Page A2

GOP
Area elections will have an influx of 

poll workers this year from one partic-

ular political party. • A6


