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Waunakee school offi-
cials have announced that the 
Ho-Chunk Nation (HCN) flag 
will be flown at district build-
ings throughout November, in 
recognition of American Indian 
Heritage Month.

The motion was intro-
duced last week by director 
Dave Boetcher, who said he had 
raised enough funds this month 
to purchase seven HCN flags 
– one for each of the district’s 
K-12 schools and its administra-
tive-office building. He asked 
that the flags be flown at those 
sites throughout the month of 
November moving forward.

“American Indian Heri-
tage Month is officially Novem-
ber,” Boetcher told board mem-
bers at their Nov. 8 meeting. 
“So in recognition of American 
Indian Heritage Month, of the 
land that our schools and dis-
trict are cited on, of the com-
mitment of the State of Wiscon-
sin to American Indian History 
teaching in our schools, and of 
the contributions of our Amer-
ican Indian students and staff, 
the Ho-Chunk Nation flag will 
be flown at all Waunakee Com-
munity School District buildings 
for the month of November each 
year. That’s the motion.”

Boetcher’s appeal for funds 
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The Waunakee Village Board 
adopted its 2022 budget Mon-
day, one that includes a 3.52% 
expenditure increase and funds 
promotions of two librarians.

The library board of trustees 
had requested funding the pro-
motions at the first budget hear-
ing Nov. 1. One librarian has 
earned a master’s degree, and 
the other has an IT specialty. 
Library Board President Cathy 
Scheffield was one of several at 
that meeting encouraging trust-
ees’ support. She said the pro-
motions would allow the library 
to retain “two key employ-
ees that will go elsewhere for 
a full-time, professional posi-
tion.” Scheffield noted that the 

Waunakee library has fewer 
full-time professional librari-
ans than other facilities in Dane 
County.

Monday, during the second 
public hearing, village trust-
ees expressed support for the 
promotions but cautioned the 
library board to keep spending 
in check in the future.

Village President Chris Zell-
ner explained that he offers 
guidance to village staff at the 
onset of the budget process, 
asking them to keep spend-
ing increases to 3.5%. Depart-
ment heads are asked to try to 
avoid expenditure increases. If 
not, they should make a request 
to the board, and trustees can 
also express their desires for 
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The Waunakee Plan Com-
mission approved a site plan 
for a commercial addition to a 
Main Street home Monday.

The law firm, Dunn & West 
plans to renovate the home at 
207 W. Main St., adjacent to the 
Moppet Playhouse child care 
center, to relocate the growing 
practice there. The site is zoned 
C1-D, which allows office use. 
Dunn & West Law Firm is cur-
rently located above Red Barn 
Company Store, on the second 
floor of the Village Crossing 
building.

“We are looking for-
ward to continuing to oper-
ate in Waunakee. We’ve been 
in Waunakee in one form or 
another for about eight years 
now and we need to expand 

operations,” Dunn told the plan 
commission.

She added that the intent is 
to retain the building’s archi-
tecture while rehabilitating it 

to “make it a little more pleas-
ant to look at and in line with 
the rest of Main Street.”

Main Street home to be 
renovated for law offices

Peter Lindblad

The Waunakee High School football team raises a plaque and celebrates after defeating Hartford Friday 27-20 
in Level 4 WIAA Division 2 playoff action, as the Warriors earned the program’s 11th appearance in the state 
title game. The Warriors will play Homestead on Friday at 1 p.m. at Camp Randall Stadium in Madison for the 
Division 2 state championship.

Headed for Camp Randall
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This picture of 207 W. Main St. to be renovated was submitted to 
commissioners with the agenda information.
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Often, we hear of the 
sacrifices veterans make 
to secure freedom in the 
United States and abroad 
in abstract terms.

During the Waunakee 
Middle School Veterans 
Day Ceremony Thursday, 
as Lt. Col. Michael Dun-
lap addressed the students 
and the Waunakee veter-
ans honored, he recounted 

in vivid detail his experi-
ences with the Air Force 
20 years ago. Just after the 
9/11 attacks, Dunlap was 
deployed to Uzbekistan as 
young lieutenant.

He and his squadron 
of 135 engineers would 
rebuild a soviet airfield 
into a classified special-op-
erating launch point into 
Afghanistan only 80 miles 
away.

The members built 
sewer systems, water puri-
fication and distribution, 
power distribution, and a 
kitchen, and rehabilitated 
the airfield. It could be a 
place for the 3,000 special 
operators to stay.

On Veterans Day 2001, 
his squadron was asked 

to build an airfield land-
ing system in Bagram, 

Afghanistan. Several left 
to survey Bagram and 
determine what was 
needed then returned a 
week later after they had 
been shot at a few times, 
tiptoed though land mines 
left by Soviets and later 
by the Taliban, and slept 
amid the sound of rock-
ets and missiles, Dunlap 
said. Before he left, one 
had penned a letter to his 
wife for Dunlap to deliver 
in the event he did not 
return.

“But what does that 
have to do with you in 
Waunakee?” Dunlap asked 
the Waunakee seventh- 
and eighth-graders.

He showed a picture of 
the air traffic tower and 
another of two boys his 
friend found guarding it.

One was 13.
“He should be in eighth 

grade,” Dunlap said, “He 
should be going to school 
and playing hockey like 
my son…instead he was 
tasked with guarding the 
control tower at Bagram 
from the Taliban.”

Dunlap pointed out 
that as a result of the 
United States’ military 
coalition in partnership 
with non-governmen-
tal organizations, enough 

Soldier’s story brings Veterans Day home for Waunakee students
Middle school 

program honors 
Waunakee veterans

Roberta Baumann
Lt. Col Michael Dunlap of the 115th Fighter Wing speaks 
at Waunakee Middle School students during a program to 
honor Waunkaee veterans Nov. 11.
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