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 Pets
Most dogs shed twice a 

year when the temperature 
changes in the spring and fall. 
� is process is characterized 
by increased fur loss due to 
exposure to outside light. Here’s 
what you need to know.

VARIATION IN INTENSITY

Dogs typically shed the most 
in the spring when a short, light 
one replaces their thick winter 
coat for summer. In the fall, this 
cycle is reversed. Dogs shed their 
summer coat to make room for a 
heavy protective one for winter. 
However, this can vary from one 
species to another. For example, 
shedding is more pronounced in 
long-haired dogs. � e amount 
your furry friend sheds can also 

depend on its lifestyle. If your 
dog li ves indoors, it may shed 
consistently throughout the year 
since temperature variations are 
less likely to aff ect it.

FUR MANAGEMENT

You can control how much 
your dog sheds by taking good 
care of its coat. Brush your pet 
regularly and limit shampooing 
to once a month. Make sure you 
use a product specially designed 
for dogs. In addition, shedding 
treatments can help remove 
dead hair more quickly.

Keep an eye out for excessive 
or abnormal shedding, which 
is often a disease symptom or a 
nutrition problem. If in doubt, 
consult your veterinarian.

Shedding in dogs: 
what you need to know

Have you always wanted a pet turtle? 
Here’s a short guide on what you need to 
know before adopting your new friend.

TERRESTRIAL OR AQUATIC

Aquatic turtles are more popular 
than terrestrial ones because they’re 
signifi cantly cheaper. However, they 
require a much more controlled habitat 
than terrestrial turtles. � e type of turtle 
you choose will depend on how much 
time you have to care for it and your 
long-term budget. � is is because most 
turtles live between 30 and 50 years.

When selecting the sex of your new 
pet, remember that male terrestrial 
turtles have a more concave dip on their 
underside than females. Moreover, male 
aquatic turtles have longer claws and 
wider tails than females.

Terrestrial turtles are solitary creatures 
that enjoy being alone. � e same is true 
for their aquatic counterparts, as adult 
males frequently fi ght when together.

MATURE SIZE

Before adopting a turtle, you must 
choose a terrarium or aquarium to 
accommodate its mature size. Adult 
turtles generally grow to a length of about 
six and 20 inches.

HEALTH AND BEHAVIOUR

When choosing a turtle, take the 
time to scrutinize its shell and skin 
condition. Healthy turtles have smooth, 
unblemished bodies. You can also test 
a turtle’s strength by gently tugging 
its limbs while they’re tucked under 
its shell. � e turtle should off er some 
resistance. Moreover, observe how the 
turtle swims and ensure it moves in a 
straight line. Finally, choose a turtle that’s 
approachable and easy to handle.

Visit your local pet store to get 
everything you need to create an 
environment your pet turtle will love.

How-to guide: adopting a pet turtle


