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Masks will be required inside Mar-
shall school buildings at least through 
Jan. 21, with some exceptions.

The Marshall School Board voted 
unanimously on Nov. 17 in favor of con-
tinuing to require that, following the 
expected sunset of Dane County’s mask 
order on Nov. 27.

That expected expiration of the 
county mask order would leave up to 
local school districts, including Marshall, 

to whether to continue requiring mask.
The recommendations from Super-

intendent Dan Grady, that the school 
board considered on Nov. 17, was 
multi-faceted. Its three pieces include:

• All staff and students in early child-
hood through grade six must wear masks 
in district buildings, including after 
school hours, through Jan. 21

• All and students in grades 7 through 
12 must wear masks in district buildings, 
unless they are participating in strenu-
ous athletic activity after school, through 
Jan. 21.

• Masks will be recommended – but 
not required --

for spectators at athletic events and 

other after-school activities, through 
Nov. 21.

Grady and school board members 
admitted they are concerned about polic-
ing mask-wearing among spectators 
athletic events. That will be “diffi cult,” 
Grady said. “Who would be tasked (to 
enforce) it if the board were to require 
it?”

At a recent girls basketball game, 
Grady said while all spectators were 
technically masked, his best estimate 
was that a quarter of them weren’t wear-
ing their masks properly.

“Probably a fourth were showing their 
nose for a signifi cant time,” he said.

“No one wants to have continued 

confrontations,” school board mem-
ber Heather Herschleb said, adding that 
“it would be asking a lot of our staff,” to 
have to do the policing.

That made a mask recommendation, 
rather than a mandate, more palpable in 
her mind, Herschleb said.

“That might be a better choice,” she 
said.

“I don’t think we’d be able to enforce 
it. I think recommending would be bet-
ter,” agreed board President Debbie 
Frigo.

The primary responsibility of district 
staff “I think our responsibility is to the 
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Following the approval of 
COVID-19 vaccination shots for 
those between the ages of 5 to 11, 
the Marshall School District had 
its fi rst vaccine clinic for that age 
group last week.

Sun Prairie-based O’Connell 
Pharmacy and Marshall Elemen-
tary hosted the clinic Nov. 19 and 
had what was deemed a “good 
turnout.”

“It has gone really well,” said 
Shelby Von Engel, project manager 
for O’Connell Pharmacy, who was 
also on-site for the vaccinations.

There was an online 

appointment signup launched the 
previous Friday, which led to even 
more people than expected trying 
to claim vaccines for those in the 
age group.

“We had to extend the clinic to 
6 p.m. to accommodate for more 
people signing up,” Marshall Super-
intendent Dan Grady said.

The clinic was initially supposed 
to be from 3 to 5 p.m., but was 
quickly changed shortly after the 
clinic was announced Nov. 12.

Von Engel said that almost 70 
people reserved vaccines for last 
Friday, and only two hadn’t shown 
up as of 4:30 p.m.

“We only did the appointments 
because of this age group and try-
ing to coordinate,” Von Engel said.

There was a Marshall EMS 
ambulance on-site in case there 
were any serious side effects for 
patients, but Von Engel reported 

that assistance hadn’t been needed.
This was the fi rst of two vac-

cine clinics at Marshall Elemen-
tary School scheduled to be done 
by O’Connell Pharmacy. The second 
one will be Friday, Dec. 10. This 
one will also be from 3 to 6 p.m. 
and it as also extended an hour to 
accommodate more patients than 
expected. There were few appoint-
ments left open as of Monday. Just 
like the fi rst clinic, this one will 
only have COVID-19 vaccinations. 
Patients should arrive fi ve minutes 
early with their parents or guard-
ians and insurance cards. Consent 
forms will have to be fi lled out if it 
is a patient’s fi rst COVID-19 vaccine 
dose. Appointments can be made 
at https://calendly.com/ocpvaccine/
marshall-pediatric-covid-19-vacci-
nations-ages-5-11.

Marshall Elementary hosts pediatric COVID-19 vaccine clinic
‘Good turnout’ reported

Ryan Spoehr
Ryan Jainnacoupoulos receives a  COVID-19 vaccine at a clinic 
hosted by Sun Prairie-based O’Connell Pharmacy Nov. 19. The 
clinic was at Marshall Elementary School.
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Pride was overfl owing in the 
Waterloo School District last 
week as the embargo on district 
report card scores was lifted.

As many districts across the 
state faced stagnant or even 
scores that fell and didn’t meet 
expectations, Waterloo schools 
met and exceeded expectations 
at all levels.

The Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction on Nov. 
16 published public and choice 
school district report cards for 
the 2020-21 school year. The 
report cards were not issued last 
year due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The report cards are part 
of the DPI’s accountability sys-
tem and available to view online 
at the organization’s website.

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the DPI urged using cau-
tion when interpreting scores 
and ratings.

A school or district’s over-
all accountability score places 
the school/district into one of 
fi ve overall accountability rat-
ings. Those include signifi cantly 
exceeds expectations, 83 to 100 

range; exceeds expectations, 70 
to 82.9; meets expectations, 58 
to 69.9; meets few expectations, 
48 to 57.9; and fails to meet 
expectations, 0 to 47.9.

In 2018-2019, about 96% of 
the districts met expectations or 
performed better than expected.

Scores are calculated on 
achievement, growth, target 
group outcomes, and how well 
students are on-track to gradu-
ation. Achievement summarizes 
how the district’s students per-
formed on state assessment test-
ing. The score is a multi-year 
average of English language arts 
and mathematics subscores.

Growth measures year-to-
year student progress on state-
wide tests for English language 
arts and mathematics. It uses 
a value-added model to control 
for circumstances beyond the 
infl uence of educators. A high 
valued-added score means that 
on average students in the dis-
trict quicker than other similar 
students.

Target group examines out-
comes for students with the 
lowest test scores. It is designed 
to promote equity by helping 
districts focus on learners who 
need the most support while 
improving outcomes for all 
students. The score combines 
achievement, growth, chronic 
absenteeism, and graduation 
rate.

On-track to graduation 

indicates how students are pro-
gressing toward completing 
their K-12 education. The score 
is a combination of student 
engagement and achievement.

By law, the larger the per-
centage of school or district’s 
students who are economically 
disadvantaged, the more the 
growth measure contributes 
to its overall score. According 
to the DPI, this allows schools 
and districts to be rewarded 
for advancing students’ prog-
ress regardless of their start-
ing level. If there is insuffi cient 
data to calculate a priority area 
score, the measure is omitted 
and the remaining measures 
weight more heavily in the over-
all score.

The district overall scored a 
69, which meets expectations. 
It scored a 77.4 in growth in 
English language arts, which is 
higher than the state average 
of 66. It scored a 64.1 in math-
ematics, which near the state 
average of 66.

In the on-track to graduation 
category, the district scored an 
84.9 overall, which is above the 
state average of 87.

The high school jumped 
out, as it scored a 74.4, which 
exceeds expectations.

“When we saw it we were 
extremely proud of students 
and staff, especially the students 
considering the last year and 
a half,” High School Principal 

Shawn Bartelt said.
Achievement was at 53.3 

overall. By subject, English lan-
guage arts was at 59, which was 
just off from the state average of 
61.3. Mathematics was at 47.6. 
The state average was 55.5.

Growth far exceeded the 
state average. The school scored 
an overall 80.3. In English lan-
guage arts, the school had an 
81.2, above the state average of 
66.

“We scored higher than 82 
percent of other students in the 
state,” Bartelt said. “It’s awe-
some, especially considering last 
year.

In mathematics, it was 79.3, 
above the state average of 66.

Staff members have focused 
on both academics and 
social-emotional learning, 
which Bartelt said was a big 
part of this success. There are 
always high expectations, but 
the staff also continues to look 
for support systems for students 
so they are successful in the 
classroom.

One advantage the district 
had is students were able to stay 
in classrooms through much 
of 2020-21. While many dis-
tricts still had primarily virtual 
instruction last year, the district 
had both in-person and virtual 
instruction.

“I think the main piece of 
why there was not a drop is we 
were able to keep our doors 

open with the mitigation pro-
cess. Students could come in if 
needed,” Bartelt said.

Bartelt credited the teachers 
because of the unusual instruc-
tional methods they had to use 
last year because of the pan-
demic. They had use in-person 
and virtual instruction simulta-
neously throughout the entire 
school year.

“No one went to school to 
teach like that and they picked 
it up very fast,” Bartelt said. 
“What’s also important is the 
students bought into what we 
were offering,” Bartelt said.

Bartelt also credited fl ex 
time, which is when students 
are able to go ask for help of 
teachers if they need it.

The high school also incen-
tivized time outside the facil-
ity as well, including with open 
campus if students qualifi ed 
with high grades.

Bartelt said teachers have 
worked on building relation-
ships with students, and said 
that helped the growth.

“The staff has been going 
above and beyond with build-
ing those relationships,” Bar-
telt said. “In order to do well in 
school, students need to want to 
come to school, and that’s hap-
pening through those relation-
ships being built. And, there’s 
a reason for that. Our parking 

High school ‘exceeds 
expectations’
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