The Sun Prairie Sweet Corn Festival
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After she began her new position as executive director of the Sun
Prairie Chamber of Commerce, Amy Skicki knew the annual Sun
Prairie Sweet Corn Festival and its planning would be among her ﬁrst
tasks.
Then the COVID-19 virus hit.
“So back at the end of March, when the stay at home order [came
out], we were trying to decide what we should do with Corn Fest.
Because we knew it was going to come,” Skicki recalled.
“We kind of thought it’s kind of premature, because it’s March now.
And this thing isn’t until the end of August, but let’s start having
conversations,” Skicki said. “And so we pulled together the VFW,
the American Legion, the Exchange club, Lions and the Knights of
Columbus and had a little round table discussion about what Corn
Fest means to their organizations and what would happen if we didn’t
have it this year and kind of what their thoughts were. And everybody
kind of understood that it was a good possibility it would have to be
canceled.”
That’s when, through extensive conversations with those organizations, Skicki learned just exactly how much each organization relied
on Corn Fest each year.
“I didn’t realize that Corn Fest is -- pretty much for all of those
organizations -- their major operating budget for the year, from the
revenue of that event, that those organizations get,” Skicki sad. “So
immediately my thought was we have to try to do something.
Then we went to a board meeting, discussing it again, and one of
my board members brought up the Karben 4 tap rooms. They had just
started doing them in Waunakee, I think, was the ﬁrst one and she
happened to be a resident of Waunakee,” Skicki said. “And so she
brought that to the table and we kind of discussed it and said, well,
that’s deﬁnitely an option.”
Then came the announcement that Corn Fest would be canceled

without any possibility of a drive through event.
“And the response from people on Facebook was ‘can we still just
get corn?’ And ‘we understand that the event can’t happen the way
that it’s normally always done, but can we do drive through corn?’”
Skicki recalled. “And that was kind of what we had thought was going
to happen.”
And the Drive-Through Corn Fest was born. It will be Saturday, Aug.
22 from 11:30 a.m.-7 p.m. at Angell Park.
“It’s actually kind of exciting because it gives me new eyes to look at
the event,” Skicki said.
“I’ve been in the community for 14 years, worked at Prairie Athletic

Future mayor John Murray and future mayoral candidate and
county supervisor Bill Clausius both volunteered to dump steamed
corn onto the corn building conveyor in the rain in 2007. –File Photo

Club, who’s always been involved in the parade and you know, a
member of the community, so I was very aware of Corn Fest and what
it means to the community,” Skicki said. “But I think being able to
put a fun twist on it in my ﬁrst year is kind of fun too. So maybe any
changes that I would have made, I can blame on a pandemic instead
of me wanting to make changes . . . I think it’s exciting and it gives us
new eyes to look at the event or a new lens to look at it through to
maybe implement some fun changes for the future, too.”
Vendors include Fun Time Bounces — a company that does fair
food — with items including funnel cakes, Philly Cheesesteaks and
other carnival foods; Firehouse Subs; Buck & Honey’s of Sun Prairie
and Monona; BB Jacks of Cottage Grove with take and bake pizza;
American Legion Post 333 and VFW Post 9362 will offer brats and hot
dogs for sale; and some Sassy Cow products will also be available.
Wisconsin Distributors is also selling Potosi Brewing’s limited edition
Sun Prairie Stronger beer brewed especially for the event. There’s a
little story behind their involvement though.
“When I ﬁrst took my position here, I started working with Liz Kern
who was at the city and has now left and Colleen Burke from the
BID. And we were doing a business BINGO to try to support local
businesses through the initial shutdown,” Skicki said. “And Abby
[Bartlett from Wisconsin Distributors] was one of the people that kind
of wanted to be involved, but there wasn’t a way for us to do beer
with that. So I put her on a list of people to get a hold of if I decided to
do something else. And, when the idea of the drive through taproom
came up, I reached out to Abby to see if they would be interested in
participating.”
Wisconsin Distributors will also be offering Busch Light in its corn
cans, and will give away 1,000 corn can Koozies to the ﬁrst 1,000 cars
in the event.
What would the Corn Fest be without corn?
“I should say one of the vendors is going to be the corn, right? Can’t
have Corn Fest without corn,” Skicki said.
Drive-Through Corn Fest patrons will be able to get cooked and uncooked corn, just like they do at the regular event, with one change:
“We will not be buttering and salting the cooked corn,” Skicki said.
Patrons may purchase eight ears of cooked corn for $8 and a bag of
20 ears of uncooked corn for $10.
The chamber also has 500 goodie bags with coupons from member
businesses to give to the ﬁrst 500 cars at the event.
Sun Prairie’s radio station, 103.5 FM The Sun Community Radio, will
be broadcasting live at the event, too.
“We’re going to ask people to tune their radios to that station when
they drive in and we’ll be doing some fun and Sun Prairie, Corn Fest,
trivia, playing some fun music, having some just fun stuff, keeping
people updated on what’s going on at the beginning of the line, if
the lines get long,” Skicki said. “So just trying to give everybody a fun
day.”
Sorry pedestrians — you are out of luck — patrons need to be in a
vehicle because items will be loaded in their vehicles.
“We’re going to ask that there’s no walkup service, so everybody
does need to be in a vehicle. They have to stay in their vehicles, be
patient with us,” Skicki said.
“We can kind of look at the taprooms and see how they’ve been doing and learn from that. And probably the drive through State Fair too,
and learn some things from that,” Skicki said. “But we honestly don’t
know what ‘day of’ is going to look like until we’re standing in the
middle of it, so be patient with us and just know that we’re doing this
because we feel like people need something like this. People need a
sense of community and something to do that’s fun and something to
look forward to. And that’s really the heart behind it.”
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