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public hearing 

scheduled for Nov. 9
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jfetterly@hngnews.com

Sun Prairie Police Chief 
Mike Steffes told city alders 
that the department is down 
eight offi cers as and adding 
one offi cer a year in the city 
budget won’t keep up with 
the public safety needs of the 
growing city.

With vacant positions, new 
hires in training and pend-
ing retirements, Steffes said 
the city’s police offi cer staff 
is wearing thin. Five offi cers 
are on the 2-10 p.m. shift and 
four offi cers each on the 6 a.m. 

-2 p.m. and the 10 p.m.-6 a.m. 
shifts.

“It is taking its toll on our 
offi cers,” Steffes said. “They are 
very, very tired.”

In domestic violence cases, 
serious car crashes and other 
incidents, at least two offi cers 
are needed, Steffes said.

“If we have a series of events 
going on at the same time, all 
our offi cers are going to be 
tied up very, very quickly,” Stef-
fes told the Committee of the 
Whole on Oct. 26 as they dis-
cussed the 2022 city budget.

Steffes said SPPD recently 
had a good show of applica-
tions for an offi cer position but 
fi nding a qualifi ed candidate 
has been diffi cult.

“We interviewed 74 peo-
ple and weren’t able to get fi ve 
off that list, so that is where 
those positions have carried 

Police Chief: Offi cer 
shortage taking its toll

By Jennifer Fetterly

jfetterly@hngnews.com

A non-profi t music and arts 
program in Sun Prairie will get 
$150,000 of the city’s American 
Rescue Plan Act Funds.

Prairie Music and Arts will 
use the money for rent and 
payroll to help recover from 
lost revenue caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The organi-
zation, based 
at 798 Lois 
Drive, has been 
in the city for 
more than 20 
years, provid-
ing music, art 
and drama 
instruction for 
a fee and low or 

Council OK’s $150,000 in 
federal funding for Prairie 

Music & Arts

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT

By Chris Mertes

spedit@hngnews.com

The Sun Prairie Plan Com-
mission will take a signifi cant 
step towards the fi rst portion 
of reconstructing properties 
destroyed by the June 10, 2018 
downtown Sun Prairie natural 
gas explosion when reviewing a 
request by Lokre Development 
Company on Tuesday, Nov. 9.

The commission is scheduled 
to conduct a public hearing on a 
request by Lokre Development 
Company for approval of a Gen-
eral Development Plan and a 
Precise Implementation Plan for 
a mixed-use redevelopment with 
approximately 12,000 sq. ft. of 
commercial space and 92 apart-
ment units.

The proposed mixed-use 

development is located at the 
southwest corner of Main Street 
and Bristol Street that previ-
ously housed Glass Nickel Pizza, 
the former Herreman’s restau-
rant and some apartments.

The developer is planning to 
construct the proposed develop-
ment in two phases that depend 
upon the sale of the Sun Prairie 
Utilities property at 125 W. Main 
St. to Lokre for development. 
SPU has not commented pub-
licly about the potential sale of 
the property, but has short-term 
plans to move to a new location 
on Linnerud Drive in 2023.
Other commission items

Also included on the Sun 
Prairie Plan Commission’s Nov. 
9 agenda are a proposal to cre-
ate the city’s 15th tax increment 
fi nance (TIF) district, a request 

to amend the city’s fl oodplain 
maps and a request to amend 
the city’s composting-related 
zoning standards:

• TIF 15 request. The com-
mission is scheduled to conduct 
a public hearing on a request 
by the City of Sun Prairie to cre-
ate and approve a boundary and 
project plan for Tax Increment 
Finance District No. 15, which 
generally includes lands along 
Main Street from Wildwood 
Street east to Walker Way.

• Composting standards.
The commission is sched-
uled to convene a public hear-
ing on a request by Benja-
min Stanger for approval of 
amendments to the city’s zon-
ing standards with respect to 

Mixed-use building proposed for Bristol-Main corner
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Sun Prairie alders on Nov. 2 
approved “The Red Plan” as the 
new four-district, 27-ward con-
fi guration for the City of Sun 
Prairie for the next 10 years — 
but intend to discuss the pos-
sibility of an eight-alderman-
ic-district confi guration (with 
one alder per district) in Janu-
ary.

That suggestion came from 
former District 2 Alder and 
aldermanic district task force 

co-chair Bill Con-
nors, who made 
an appearance 
via Zoom during 
the city council’s 
public hearing 
on the four-dis-
trict aldermanic 
confi guration.

“The whole 
redistricting pro-

cess has been operating on a 
very compressed timeline and 
so I appreciate that we were 
able to see an example of what 
an eight district map would look 

like,” Connors told the coun-
cil, indicating his preference for 
The Purple Plan — the only plan 
with eight districts.

“But I also recognize that 
you’ve been seeing many more 
versions of a four districts sce-
nario, and I haven’t heard 
anybody speaking about . . . 
wanting to see eight districts 
adopted,” Connors acknowl-
edged.

So, instead of insist-
ing now on an eight-district 

Alders approve 4-district Red Plan, agree 
to discuss 8-district plan in January

City of Sun Prairie/Lokre Development
This view of the proposed mixed-use building proposed by Lokre Develop-
ment Company shows the ground fl oor restaurant space as well as some 
of the 92 apartments proposed for the site. The proposal is scheduled to 
be considered by the Sun Prairie Plan Commission on Tuesday, Nov. 9. See PC,  Page A2

Kari Engleson

See FUNDING,  Page A2

See POLICE,  Page A3

CITY ALDERMANIC REDISTRICTING

City of Sun Prairie
The map shows the confi guration of Sun Prairie aldermanic wards as part of The Red Plan approved on Tues-
day, Nov. 2, 2021 by the Sun Prairie City Council.

Bill Connors

See RED,  Page A3


