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We are pleased to honor Barb 
Obst as an exemplary volunteer 
for this issue of Village Volunteer 
Spotlight.  Barb has served this 

forms throughout the years, but 
her heart has always had a spe-
cial tie to the library system.  

Growing up in a small town in 
Alberta Province, Canada, Barb 
was an avid reader, collect-
ing the library cards from her 
parents and sister before a visit 
to the tiny local library in order 
to surpass the 3-book checkout 

need for an improved library system in McFarland. 
After relocating to McFarland in 1976 and starting her family, 

Barb would take her young son to the visiting Bookmobile and 
knew that this community needed a literary upgrade. She part-
nered up with other citizens and created a variety of fundraising 
campaigns—historic home tours, garden tours, and Mystery 
Dinners, but the one that has endured the longest can trace its 
origin to a productive apple tree and some determined bakers. 
The Friends of McFarland Library Apple Pie Sale, featured at the 
McFarland Family Festival has been providing delicious, home-
made slices of apple pie to community members ever since, 
growing to boast 300 pies in recent years, with the proceeds 
going to support the E.D. Locke Library. 

Barb has continued with the leadership of the Friends group 
through the years, and currently serves as the President. In ad-
dition to coordinating the apple pie sale, the Friends keep busy 
organizing book sales, managing membership, and supporting 

the library grew from a bus to a small building to the beautiful 
E.D. Locke Public Library we enjoy today. 

Barb is also the treasurer of the McFarland Garden Club and 

garden gracing the intersection of Farwell and Exchange Streets 
in the summer months. Barb enjoys that her volunteerism has 
never been solitary, and she has had the pleasure to meet so 
many great people throughout her work in this community, many 
who have become dear friends. Barb emphasized her pride in 

-
land home. Thank you for your dedication to this community, 
Barb! 

If you are interested in volunteering for the Friends of McFar-
land Library, contact 608-838-9030 for more information.

Mark your calendars for the 12th Annual McFarland Commu-
nity Service Day on Saturday, April 25th from 8am to noon.  

Community Service Day is a day of action and service in-
spired by Earth Day, wherein community members of all ages 
can join together to devote some energy and elbow grease to 
spring clean our parks, natural areas, and public spaces. Vol-
unteers have a variety of opportunities such as: kayaking along 
our waterways to pick up trash; distributing mulch and hay 
bales in the McFarland Community Garden; washing McFar-
land Police vehicles; dusting shelves at the E.D. Locke Public 
Library; raking leaves and cleaning park equipment; and much 
more! Individuals, families, youth clubs and service groups are 
encouraged to participate. Snacks and drinks are provided for 
volunteers. 

Sign up in McFarland Municipal Center lobby (5915 Milwau-
kee Street) or online at www.mcfarland.wi.us  Questions? Call 
608-838-7117.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Resolve to Get Involved!
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