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Lake Mills EMS has 
offered to extend its ser-
vices for the City of Lake 
Mills and the surrounding 
municipalities until June 
30, 2023 as discussions 
about the future of emer-
gency medical services for 
the city continue into the 
fall.

The towns of Lake 
Mills, Waterloo, Milford 
and Aztalan all, at least in 
part, contract with Lake 
Mills EMS, an indepen-
dent, 501©(3) charitable 
organization. 

Waterloo town chair 
Scott Hassett said in a 

written statement that 
Waterloo is waiting to 
see what the City of Lake 
Mills does about EMS ser-
vices.

“Waterloo Township 
is in a ‘wait and see’ pos-
ture as only a portion of 
our township is serviced 
by Lake Mills EMS,” Has-
sett wrote. “The rest is ser-
viced by the City of Water-
loo. We could go entirely 
with Waterloo, but we are 
waiting to see what devel-
ops with Lake Mills.”

While the discussions 
between the municipali-
ties and LMEMS date back 
to early 2022, no agree-
ments about the future of 
EMS services have been 
reached. The City of Lake 

Mills is expected to bring 
in a consultant to its city 
council meeting in Sep-
tember to explore the 
options further.

Since no consensus has 
been reached, LMEMS 
sent a letter to the town 
chairs and the Lake Mills 
city council president 
offering to extend opera-
tional services until June 
30, 2023, which marks the 
end of the EMS fi scal year 
and state licensure year.

“We will need to meet 
with the new city man-
ager, city council or rep-
resentative, fi re chief, 
and township represen-
tatives to determine what 
terms and conditions 
need to be agreed to by 

the municipalities for the 
EMS to ensure service can 
continue until June 30,” 
the letter said.

LMEMS president Tom 
Murphy and vice presi-
dent Jim Colegrove said in 
an interview that LMEMS 
will extend services until 
the organization’s service 
area is completely covered 
by EMS.

“We realize this is a 
critical service and we 
aren’t going to leave 
anybody high and dry,” 
Colegrove said. “We will 
work to continue to pro-
vide this critical service 
until a new plan can be 
put in place.”

Nonprofi t extends emergency medical services until June 2023

By Harrison Freuck
Lake Mills EMS is a nonprofi t emergency medical services 
organization located at 603 East Lake Street. The City of Lake 
Mills is pursuing potential alternatives to LMEMS, which cur-
rently provides EMS services to the City of Lake Mills and the 
townships of Lake Mills, Waterloo, Milford and Aztalan.
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Work began last week on a 
$100,000 renovation project that will 
restore the veteran’s monument and 
bring accessibility features to Com-
mons Park.

The month-long project includes a 
concrete sidewalk leading to the vet-
erans memorial, with handrails. The 
staircase on the northeast side of the 
monument, near Madison Street, will 
be replaced with a wheelchair-accessi-
ble ramp.

Eric Schreiner, Facilities and 
Grounds Director for Lake Mills, said 
the fl agpole will be relocated to accom-
modate the handicap ramp.

Decorative concrete will be 
installed, as will new light fi xtures. A 
block retaining wall will replace the 
sloping grass around the memorial, 
and the monument and staircase will 
be pressure-washed.

The priority of the project is recon-
structing the Veteran’s Memorial, 
which according to a January memo 
from Schreiner to the Lake Mills City 
Council has experienced erosion along 
its edges and buckling of the brick 
paver surface along the monument’s 
perimeter.

A post on the City of Lake Mills 
Community & Government TV Face-
book page said American Legion Post 
67 was active in selecting the features.

Schreiner said the Legion was 
brought in for design, weighing in on 
the color of the concrete, planter box 
locations and the types of plants that 
will be planted, and accepted the pro-
posal prior to City Council approval on 
Jan. 18.

“If it’s a veteran’s memorial, I want 
to include the local veteran’s organi-
zation,” Schreiner told the Lake Miller 
Leader.

The renovations are “almost 100% 
grant-funded,” Schriener said, “not tax-
payer funded.”

Greater Watertown Community 
Health Foundation, a nonprofi t grant-
making organization that focuses on 
community wellbeing, provided a 
$100,000 grant for the project. The 
League of Wisconsin Municipalities 
provided about $5,000 to support Lake 
Mills parks projects, Schriener said.

Work begins on 
Commons Park 

renovations

County Highway S near Lake 
Mills is set to be closed until 
early September due to con-
struction.

The Jefferson County High-
way Department will be resur-
facing County Highway S from 
County Highway A to County 

Highway B in early August. The 
work is scheduled to start the 
week of Aug. 1.

The highway department 
said in a release that crews 
plan to pulverize deteriorating 
asphalt, install culverts, grade, 
compact and pave the road.

The road will be closed to 
through traffi c during construc-
tion, but access will be allowed 
for local residences and busi-
nesses, and emergency vehicles. 
The road will stay closed until 
early September, the depart-
ment predicts, depending on 

the weather.
Please use caution within the 

construction areas and please 
keep children away from the 
operations. If you should have 
any questions, please feel free to 
contact Highway Department at 
920-674-7265.

County Highway S near Lake Mills to close for construction for about a month

By Tyler Dedrick
tdedrick@apg-wi.com

Two iconic Lake Mills leg-
ends will be celebrated in a 
mural downtown, as part of a 

makeover coming to an alley across 
from Commons Park.

The alley, dubbed “Legendary Lane,” 
will be renovated with plants, decora-
tive concrete and lighting, as well as a 
mural featuring the Rock Lake monster 
and the pyramid that some say sit at the 
bottom of the Lake.

Lake Mills residents chose the name 
Legendary Lane for the alley through 
a survey, and Legendary Lake Mills 

Executive Director Raina Severson said 
the main street business chamber orga-
nization brainstormed with the Lake 
Mills Historical Society to come up with 
a list of local legends.

“We thought it was a no-brainer to 
have a mural highlighting one of the 
whimsical Lake Mills legends and folk-
lore,” Severson said in an email to 
the Lake Mills Leader. “We wanted to 
choose legends that Lake Mills locals 
can connect to but will also tell visi-
tors of our town a little bit about what 
makes Lake Mills, indeed, legendary.”

The renovation will turn the alley 
between Bumper to Bumper at 201 N 
Main Street and the future location of 
the Tyranena Brewing Company tap-
room at 203 N Main Street into a 

public pedestrian corridor connecting 
the street to the municipal parking lot 
behind the businesses. 

The Wisconsin Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (WEDC), a public-pri-
vate state agency that promotes busi-
ness development, in April awarded a 
$5,000 grant for the project to the city’s 
business chamber organization Legend-
ary Lake Mills.

“We want to thank WEDC for their 
support as well as the chair of our 
Design Committee, Hope Oostdik, for 
applying for the grant,” Severson said in 
a WEDC press release. “We look forward 
to using this grant to better our commu-
nity for our cherished community mem-
bers and visitors alike.”

Tyler Dedrick
The alley between 201 and 203 N Main Street will soon feature plants, decorative concrete and lighting, and a mural depicting the Rock 
Lake Monster and the legendary lake pyramids.
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ROCK LAKE MONSTER 
TO INVADE MAIN STREET ALLEY

Local legend will be featured on new mural
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