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Sunshine Place plans to build 
25 apartments for very low-in-
come city residents on West 
Main Street if it can get $15 mil-
lion from the federal govern-
ment.

The Sun Prairie non-profit 
will partner with Tellurian to 
develop a $16.8 project at 1632 
West Main St.—the current Sun-
shine Supper building— and the 
1610 W. Main St.—the former 
Gates Enterprise building. Sun-
shine Place will use the devel-
opment’s lower level for pro-
gramming and offices for ser-
vice partners with apartments 
on the upper level.

Sunshine Place Executive 
Director Ann Maastricht said 
the project focus while very 
low-income housing and provid-
ing mental health services.

“Those are the two challenges 
that are exacerbated by the pan-
demic,” Maastricht said.

Tellurian, a Madison-based 

non-profit, has 
provided sup-
port, treatment 
and shelter for 
people with men-
tal health prob-
lems and sub-
stance abuse for 
more than 50 
years.

Alders last 
week OK’d Sunshine Place on 
moving forward with the Neigh-
borhood Investment Fund appli-
cation, with the city applying 
and serving as a pass-through 
for the federal funds.

The federal funds are ear-
marked to help people hardest 
hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The city is allotted up to $15 
million of the $200 million Wis-
consin distribution.

The program is funded 
through the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) and admin-
istered by the Department of 
Administration.

Sunshine Place seeks 
$15M in federal funds 

for housing project
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Several Dane County Super-
visors applauded Dane County 
Executive Joe Parisi’s decision 
to “un-pause” the Dane County 
Jail project as “the right one for 
Dane County.”

Supervisors Tim Rockwell, 
Melissa Ratcliff, Jerry Bollig and 
Maureen McCarville introduced 
a resolution to fund an expected 
shortfall of $23 million for the 
jail consolidation project.

Rockwell, who represents 
Sun Prairie on the Dane County 
Board of Supervisors, said the 
restart of the project will allow 
the true and final cost of any 
increases resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its 
effects on labor, goods, and tim-
ing to be fully evaluated.

Bollig explained why he 
agreed to co-sponsor the reso-
lution.

“I have followed this proj-
ect for years and I am elated 
to see the jail finally mov-
ing through the process and 
on its way to completion,” Bol-
lig said. Building a safe jail is 

fiscally responsible. Paying the 
costs of shipping residents to 
other counties for safety reasons 
would cause a huge financial 
burden for our taxpayers.”

Ratcliff, who represents 
the Cottage Grove area on the 
board, said she understands the 
importance of moving forward 
with the Dane County Jail proj-
ect now.

“The Jail Consolidation Proj-
ect will take years to complete 
and is based on the numer-
ous studies and requirements 
that the county board adopted 
throughout the past decade,” 
Ratcliff said. “It’s important that 
we build a safe and humane 
facility for residents, staff and 
volunteers.”

Supervisors co-sponsor 
jail shortfall funding 

resolution

DANE COUNTY

The roots of communi-
ty-owned electric service 
run deep in Sun Prairie, and 
recently a local effort to docu-
ment this tradition has earned 
top national honors.

Sun Prairie-based WPPI 
Energy this year published 
“Forty & Forward: A Visual 
History of WPPI Energy,” 
which won an Award of Excel-
lence during the American 
Public Power Association’s 
Customer Connections Confer-
ence on Oct. 27.

The book commemorates 
WPPI’s recent 40th anniver-
sary and honors the longstand-
ing dedication of its 51 mem-
ber utilities—including Sun 
Prairie Utilities, which has 
served local electric customers 
since 1910.

“Local, not-for-profit utili-
ties deliver exceptional value 
in the form of safe, highly 
reliable and affordable elec-
tric service as well as a strong 
focus on supporting custom-
ers and the community,” said 
WPPI Director of Communica-
tions Anne Rodriguez.

“‘Forty and Forward’ hon-
ors those public power utilities 

WPPI Energy history project gets national 
recognition
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The Sun Prairie 
City Engineer’s Office 
announced North Bird 
Street from West Main 
Street to Windsor 
Street will be detoured 
starting Monday, Nov. 

8.
City Staff Engi-

neer Clint Christenson 
said in a Friday, Nov. 5 
release that the devel-
opment at 818 W Main 
Street will be install-
ing a sanitary sewer 
manhole in North Bird 
Street approximately 

100 feet north of West 
Main Street and also a 
sanitary sewer lateral 
starting Nov. 8.

The work zone will 
be limited to the area 
just north of West 
Main Street and south 
of Strasburg Street.

The detour (see 

attached map) will use 
the same detour that 
was used during the 
concrete pavement 
project this summer 
— West Main Street to 
North Bristol Street 
east along Windsor 

CITY OF SUN PRAIRIE

North Bird Street to be closed 
November 8-17

Chris Mertes
The city informational sign erected last week shows the anticipated closure dates on Nov. 8-17 for North Bird 
Street because of the installation of a manhole to accommodate the new senior housing development at 818 
W. Main St.

See BIRD,  Page A3
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WPPI Energy
This photo illustration shows the cover, logo and pages included in the 
Forty & Forward publication created by WPPI Energy to tell the story of its 
40 years of history and submitted to the American Public Power Associ-
ation. Based in the Sun Prairie Business Park, WPPI Energy is located at 
1425 Corporate Center Drive.
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