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V O L U N T E E R 

S P O T L I G H T
For this issue of Volunteer Spotlight, we are 

acknowledging the dedicated team of poll 

workers at the Village of McFarland.  These 

volunteers are essential to ensuring that 

elections are a success and help to sustain 

the backbone of democracy - our election 

process. Cassandra Suettinger, Village Clerk 

for the Village of McFarland coordinates 

a roster of 93 volunteer poll workers for 

elections. She emphasizes, “Poll workers are 

the heart and soul of the election process.” It 

was too difficult to consider acknowledging 

a single individual for the Volunteer Spotlight 

as each volunteer works as part of an 

overall team for successful elections. “We 

appreciate every single one of them,” says 

Suettinger. 

Some volunteers have been devoted poll 

workers for many years. Barbara Porter-

Quam has been volunteering for 15 years. 

Nancy Vidlak has 

a combined 36 

years of service, 

participating in 

the municipalities 

that she lived in 

throughout her adult 

life. Tanya Lancaster 

started volunteering 

five years ago, 

explaining, “it was 

an activity that I 

enjoyed with my 

mom. Since her 

passing, it has been a great way to honor 

her passion for volunteering.” Cathy Kirby 

has been volunteering for approximately 

ten years and reflects, “what I enjoy the 

most, and miss while COVID has restricted 

our participation, is meeting all the village 

residents, young and old, coming out to 

vote.”

The impact of COVID-19 was felt by the team 

of volunteers and required some adjustments 

to the volunteer roster. Suettinger explains, 

“In 2020 when the pandemic hit and most 

of the poll workers were unable to serve for 

their own safety, the residents of this Village 

courageously stepped up to fill that void to 

ensure democracy could be carried out.” 

Jenna Morrison stepped forward to volunteer 

for the first time in 2020 out of concern for 

members of this community, “Due to COVID, 

I know that many older poll workers would 

be at greater risk of getting ill from working 

the election.” Jenni Heaton-Amrhein was 

inspired by her brother who is a chief election 

inspector in Madison, explaining, “I followed 

his lead and volunteered to help in place of 

those who could no longer safely serve.”

Poll workers keep our elections running 

smoothly and efficiently. “They are the 

ones behind the scenes who help us carry 

out the many tasks it takes to facilitate an 

election,” said Suettinger. Mary Sobol, who 

volunteered for the Fall 2020 Primary and 

General Election, expressed pride in her 

role, “to support free and fair elections.” 

Sobol points out, “I was impressed by the 

attention given to maintaining impartiality, 

and the care taken by staff to keep everyone 

safe and the environment sanitized. Every 

step in the voting process was checked and 

double-checked to maintain integrity and 

accuracy.” 

Poll workers shared their deep commitment 

to our country’s democracy which serves as 

the foundation of their volunteerism. Marv 

Schrader has been volunteering for six years 

and believes that, “being a poll worker is the 

best way to make sure our democracy is 

strong and that everyone’s voice is heard.” 

Susan Dietzel has been volunteering for 

three years and feels, “happy to be a part 

of such an intrinsic aspect of what makes 

our country special.” Derek Boyd is hoping 

to learn more about governmental public 

service and gain valuable experience. 

Boyd says, “the thing I find most rewarding 

about volunteering is the knowledge that 

I am contributing to the election process, 

one of the most important things there 

is.” Courtney Wyatt has been a poll worker 

for over a decade and describes that her 

favorite part of the job is, “watching people 

vote for the first time and witnessing their 

empowerment in their participation of our 

political process.” Jenna Morrison believes 

in, “the promises of the democratic process 

and that the system works best when 

everyone recognizes the value of their 

participation.”

This community can be very proud of this 

team of election volunteers. Suettinger says, 

“I cannot emphasize enough how fortunate 

we are in this Village to have such great 

dedicated poll workers and volunteers.” We 

extend our gratitude to all poll workers, past 

and present, for their volunteerism for this 

community. Volunteers must be over the age 

of 18 and a resident of Dane County. If you 

would like to learn more about becoming a 

poll worker in McFarland, contact Cassandra 

Suettinger, Village Clerk at  

village.administration@mcfarland.wi.us.
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